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June/July 2018

FROM THE EDITOR
Well we didn’t get any more snow and the ground did warm up. It warmed up so much that the grass
just won’t stop growing. You cut it on Monday and by Wednesday it needs cutting again but by then it is
raining so you have to leave it. Then when it is dry enough to cut you are out all day and it is dark when
you get home. I’m sure it would be easier if I could ‘rent a goat’ to take the strain out of waiting for the
correct weather conditions.
Everything else in the garden is blooming and coming to life. The seedlings in the greenhouse are
coming along but they will be late going into the ground, just as they were late leaping out of the seed
packet into the compost. But not to worry, we will all be enjoying the fruits of our labours in no time and
wishing for those first signs of spring when it is far to hot to anything but moan…nothing new there!
Don’t forget to let me have anything you would like included in the August/September 2018 issue
please let The Editor by 16 July 2018 at the very latest. Articles can be emailed to:
venture@horseheath.info. To advertise your business please contact the Venture Team on 01223
891086 for more details.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dear Friends
Back in April TESS was launched into space. TESS stands for Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite.
TESS will spend the next two years scanning 200,000 stars looking for exoplanets orbiting them. In
recent years many new planets have been discovered orbiting other stars in the galaxy. The first ones
discover big planets like Jupitar and Saturn, but since those first discoveries smaller more earth sized
planet have been found and TESS is due to find yet more.
The discovery of other planets, some of which appear to be of the right kind to have life, always raises
the question of whether or not we humans are alone in the universe. Despite numerous reports of
UFO’s alien abduction and various suggestions of conspiracies to cover up alien encounters (sadly the
X Files were not real) there is no cast-iron evidence of the existence of aliens. The discovery of all the
exoplanets increases the possibility. But even if a planet is in the right place how easy would it be for
life to form and then evolve? If it is easy for life to form and then the universe will be teaming with life. If
the formation of life needs very specific conditions and evolution isn’t inevitable except within the right
environment then it is possible that we are the only sentient self-conscious beings in the universe.
Finding life or even the evidence that there was once life on Mars would greatly shift the possibilities in
the direction of other beings.
If there are aliens would they be children of God and if they are would they be, so to speak of the same
family as us? What sort of religion would they have? Would that religion bear any relationship to
Christianity? Did God become incarnate in their history to bring them salvation as he did in ours in
Jesus? A question asked by Sydney Carter in his song ‘Every star shall sing a Carol’ where the third
verse asks ‘Who can tell what other cradle high above the milky way still may rock the King of Heaven
on another Christmas day’. Beyond that we may ask were there other ‘crucifixions’ and ‘resurrections’.
It may be that Jesus was not just a unique revelation of God for us on earth but for the whole universe;
in which case do we have the role of mission and evangelism to the universe and not the world?
Talking about aliens may seem like science fiction, but one purpose of good science fiction is to look at
our own situation by reflecting on ones that are not influenced by the ties, emotions and historical
baggage of our own. How would you talk about your faith to an alien? Does that give you any ideas
about how you might talk about your faith to your fellow human beings?
Ian Fisher

(Team Vicar) ian.fisher@btclick.com

The Camps Vicarage, Park Lane, Castle Camps, Cambs, CB21 4SR 01799 585977
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
The Royal Coat of Arms above the South Door has been cleaned and restored by Cambridge
Painting, Conservation, Restoration. The painting if not set up on the removal of the rood, was put
up by compulsion in the Restoration in 1660 and was usually placed above the chancel screen this
is the position in which Cole found the Arms of King George I in 1742 one side of the arms was the
date 1721 a new frame was provided in 1829 at the cost of one pound, five shillings and six pence
the original date of 1721 has been painted out and substituted by GR III. We remember that these
Royal Coat of Arms formerly hung at the west end of the nave above the gallery, and when the
tower arch was opened out in 1891 the arms were removed from the church, but found a place of
refuge in the Rectory coach house, where they remained until 1909 when they were restored and
placed in their present position over the south door in the nave (information taken from the book
All Saints Church Horseheath by Catherine E Parsons, 1911). It is with grateful thanks to grants
from The Leche Trust, Allchurches Trust Ltd. and Churchcare (Church Buildings Council) that
enabled us to have this historical picture cleaned and restored.
Forth coming events:
16 June - Garden Party, Hartford House 2-4pm, musical entertainment, Bouncy Castle, games,
stalls Cakes, Bric a Brac Plants and books (donations to stalls can be left in Church Porch from
Friday 15 June). Raffle. tea and cakes.
Sunday Club for children all ages 3 June and 1 July 10am in Church.
Tea & Chat Wednesday 20 June and Wednesday 18 July in Church from 2.30pm
We look forward to seeing you at the events.
Pat & Judith
Church Wardens
Church Flowers and Cleaning
Date
Cleaning and Flowers
May
27
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
June
3
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
10
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
17
Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
24
Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
July
1
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
8
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
15
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
22
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
29
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
August
5
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
12
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone

HORSEHEATH PARISH COUNCIL
www.horseheath.info

A meeting was held on Monday 14 May in the Village Hall. In attendance were 3 parishioners, our
Parish Clerk Melanie Laing, our new District Councillor Geoff Harvey and our County Councillor
Henry Batchelor.
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District Council news – www.scambs.gov.uk
The District Council is now under the control of the LibDems and our ward (Balsham) has a new
councillor, Geoff Harvey, from that party.
County Council news – www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Local Plan - The big ongoing issue has been the Local Plan that has been under review by a
government inspector for well over four years and we now understand that the Inspector will finish
her work in the next three months.
A1307 - We are expecting to hear the results of the recent consultation process on the plans of the
Greater Cambridge Partnership in early June.
Park & Ride charges - The Greater Cambridge Partnership (City Deal) has agreed to take on the
charge for parking at Cambridge’s Park & Ride sites.
Highways
We were unsuccessful in our application for a Local Highways Initiative grant for new bus stop
markings opposite the Cricket Field, upgrading pedestrian crossing at the A1307/Howards Lane
and warning signs to indicate Howards Lane unsuitability for large vehicles. We are investigating
other routes to progress these issues.
Defibrillator Units
There is a move to install defibrillators in villages and we are looking into the costs, grants and
practicalities of installing units in Horseheath in the old telephone box and in Cardinals Green by
the Notice Board. There is a further suggestion that old red telephone boxes are purchased to
house the units.
Planning
Land adjacent to the Old Police House on Linton Road - Following refusal of the application to
build eight (8) houses the landowner has appealed and our written representation is due to go to
the Planning Inspectorate by the end of May when we expect to hear if we have been granted a
hearing.
Barn adjacent to Bramley House, Cardinal’s Green - Conversion to a dwelling approved subject to
conditions.
Cardinal’s Farm, Cardinal’s Green – variations to existing plans for an outbuilding approved.
Parish Council Elections
This year is part of the 4 year cycle of Parish Council elections. However, as there were only
enough applicants to fill the seven places on the Council the Returning Officer cancelled the
election. The applicants were all from the existing Parish Council:
Ninian Bickerton, Chapel View Cottage, West Wickham Road t: 892062, e:
ninbickerton@hotmail.com
John Howard, White Chimneys, Howards Lane, Cardinal‘s Green t: 892001, e: jch@btinternet.com
John Miles, Mill House, Linton Road t: 07966 058875, e: john.mileshpc@gmail.com
Stuart Miller, Church Farm, West Wickham Road t: 893250, e: stuart@stuartmiller.co.uk
Terry Mundy, Bridge Corner, West Wickham Road t: 894524, e: terrymundy2@icloud.com
Rachel Paintin, Halcyon, Linton Road t: 891226, e: rachelpaintin@googlemail.com
Richard Southwell, Bromley House, West Wickham Road t:891796, e: southwells6@yahoo.co.uk
Stuart Miller was elected as Chair with Richard Southwell continuing as Vice Chair.
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Biodiversity Grant
We were unsuccessful in our application for a Biodiversity grant to establish Red Mason bee nests
in the Parish Burial Ground, as pollinators and bees in particular are in steep decline. We will be
applying again and looking at other ways of funding this initiative
GDPR – General Data Protection Regulation
The Parish Council are affected by this new EU regulation and we are instigating the necessary
steps to meet the requirements.
Maintenance
We have reported and are chasing this list, which shows some progress.
- Footway – Alington Terrace to bus shelter and cycle rack
- Missing and damaged bollards on A1307 / Montfort junction
- Road drainage – Alington Terrace.
- gutter weeds in Horseheath and Cardinal’s Green
- pathway weeds Alington Terrace to the Montfort
- footpath sign missing A1307 towards Cardinal’s Green
- Damaged directional sign Howards Lane /A1307.
- Damaged road surface A1307/Linton Rd junction, A1307/Haverhill Road junction.
- Missing 30mph sign at village entrance from West Wickham
For any Highways issue we encourage people to complain independently to Cambs. County
Council at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk where there is a ‘Report a Highways fault’ form. We
understand there is greater likelihood of action with more complaints.
Reminder – please contact the clerk at the e-address below if you are interested:
Allotments - There’s still a vacancy for an allotment at Alington Terrace, Cardinals Green.
The next meeting will be on Monday 9 July at 7.45pm in the Village Hall. All welcome.
Stuart Miller, Chair
t: 893250
e: stuart@stuartmiller.co.uk
Clerk: horseheathpc@gmail.com

1ST HORSEHEATH BROWNIES
At the start of this term we welcomed Ilana to our unit, due to changes in her gymnastics club she
has transferred to us from Burrough Green Brownies. Ilana has fitted in really well and has even
got used to my battiness.
This term we have been working on a Royal Wedding badge, so far, we have made a card and it
has been posted to the happy couple, we have made hobby-horses and created our own Coat of
Arms for our Sixes. We still have to create out own family tree, play games inspired by the Invictus
Games, design our own engagement ring and make cookies.
Just before half-term we attended our annual District Campfire at the Jarman Centre. We all
enjoyed learning new songs as well as singing all the old familiar ones. We finished off the evening
with a S’More, delicious.
Towards the end of term we have our annual Strawberry Evening in Linton to look forward to.
Fingers crossed the weather will be kind and the sun will shine on us.
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We are a small group of Brownies and would welcome any new girls joining our merry band so if
you have a daughter who would be interested in joining us please register her at
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested or if you would like more information on what we do or would like
to help us with a special skill you may have then please drop us an email.
PAULINE, KATIE, and LAURENÉ
E: brownies@horseheath.info

HORSEHEATH VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Hello from the village hall.
It's lovely to have spring in full swing and the summer round the corner. We had an enjoyable quiz
night in March and good attendance thank you to all that came. The questions were a little easier
and a few different rounds went down well.
We have had a few bookings for parties and regular classes continue in the hall.
We are hoping to get some work completed on the hall over the summer period to update it.
We are planning our "big" event this year which is a casino night on Saturday 8 September. We
are running with a glammed-up evening and will have a roulette and black Jack table. Buffet food
will be provided and the bar will be open. We will be running a raffle. We hugely rely on your
support at these events so please come along. Posters will be going up soon and tickets available
to buy.
We are also running a tea with Santa event for our younger members of the community. More
information closer to the date. We also will run a winter quiz night before the end if the year.
We are always looking for donations to help run these events. Items like bottles of Wine, boxes of
biscuits and chocolates, and smellies are gratefully received and help with raffle prizes. Please
drop of at any of committee members houses.
We are also always looking for new committee members so if you fancy joining us drop us an
email. Both Christine and Nita are looking to retire in the next year although we are hanging onto
them for dear life as they will be hugely missed by us.
Don't forget the hall can be hired for parties, events or regular or one off classes. Please drop us
an email with an enquiry.
Look forward to seeing you at our events.
Mel - Chairperson
Villagehall@horseheath.info
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REMEMBERED…..
Ernie Hale, late of East End Cottage, Haverhill Road, Horseheath
We send our deepest sympathy to the families of the dearly departed and we are thinking of them
in our prayers.

HORSEHEATH CRICKET CLUB
It is very early in the season but we have played 4 games, won two and lost two. At the weekends
we won one lost one and are sitting third in the league. Midweek we are second in the league and
just got through the quarter final of the cup and heading to the semi final in June.
STEPHEN LANCEMAN

THE MEADOW SCHOOL, BALSHAM
The Meadow School is in the middle of a rather quieter week as the Year 6 and Year 2 sit silently
in the hall or classrooms completing their Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 SATS. Whilst there is
much debate in the media as to the benefit of these assessments, they are statutory and schools
are still benched marked against their outcomes. In the current climate of high accountability, it is
very easy to become obsessed with their outcomes and allow them to drive our ethos and climate
of the school. As a staff, we believe strongly in the delivery of a high quality, balanced curriculum,
which will prepare our children adequately for these tests, whilst helping them grow into well
rounded and responsible children. Any visitor to our school, will see happy and enthusiastic
learners, engaged in a high quality curriculum. We continue to observe with pride the way in which
our children have confidently approached their SATS, but we are reassured they have continued
to receive a broad and balanced curriculum.
One group of children fortunate enough to enjoy the Spring sunshine was Years 3 and 4 who
visited Kew Gardens for their entry point to ‘Carnival’. Despite the horrible traffic on the M25, the
children and staff have reported that it was the best trip ever! We are very fortunate to have such a
fantastic resource within our reach and the children have not stopped sharing their new snippets of
knowledge with us since. The children were able to visit the huge greenhouses holding the
‘rainforest’ and learn about what a vital, life-giving resource the rainforest is. There was real awe
and wonder at just how tall everything was, and the children couldn’t get over how many of the
everyday things we use come from the rainforest, including the orange colouring used on Doritos
crisps! We are looking forward to seeing all the learning inspired by this trip over the coming
weeks.
Our Sports teams have been very busy this half term too. At the end of April, lots of our Year 5 and
6 children took part in either Netball tournaments or cross-country competitions. The netball teams
travelled to two tournaments where the teams played brilliantly against some stiff competition and
returned to school very proud of their efforts. Our fabulous coaches, Mrs Bridgeman and Ms Stone
were very proud of each and every player and their brilliant team spirit! Well done! Our PE subject
leader, Mrs Tinsley, also accompanied four Year 5 and 6 teams to a Cambridgeshire cross-country
competition in St Neots. Over 100 teams took part in this county wide event. The Meadow teams
ran brilliantly and represented the school so well. Mrs Tinsley was particularly impressed with the
encouragement the teams showed each other and children from other schools. Huge
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congratulations to the girls teams who finished 12th and 98th and the boys teams who finished
89th and 90th. One again, we are very grateful to the community support we receive from two
parents who devote every Friday lunchtime to the running club in school.
We share photos and news of everything that happens at The Meadow on our twitter page,
@Meadow_Balsham. Take a peek!
NICHOLA CONNOR
Headteacher

FROM AUDLEY WAY TO WEMBLEY WAY!
Already an obliging mole has helpfully initiated where a newly designated penalty spot should be
placed, and the brand spanking new uprights are perfectly aligned awaiting a beautifully timed
half-volley to hit the back of the impressive plastic meshing!
From blueprint to completion sincerest thanks to Nin Bickerton and his "unknown senior
apprentice" for transforming a small patch of uneven turf into an unlikely" theatre of dreams." Now
this tightly drawn public space of coarse grass, hazardous divots and rogue dandelions is an
invitation for kids of all ages to follow their dreams of stardom throughout the coming summer
months. School holidays, warm summer evenings and many a grey Saturday afternoon will be
pierced by the sound of treble voices enjoying an alternative recreation once so common on
village greens throughout the land!
Great job Nin.......I don't suppose you could knock up a tennis court outside Number 8 could
you?..... Only if you've got time that is. Just a thought!
PB.....

Balsham Guides is closing: can you help save it?
After many years generously giving up her time to lead us, our fantastic Guide leader is sadly
leaving us on the 5 July 2018 to pursue other longstanding interests.
Could you take her place?
We offer a full training programme, mentoring and leadership qualification in a fun, girl led
environment full of engaging activities, laughter and challenges. We need 1 or ideally 2 people to
come forward to run our unit in Balsham. They currently meet on a Wednesday from 7 to 8.30pm
but this can be changed to suit as long as their meeting place is free. Come and join in the fun and
create some incredible experiences and amazing memories for yourself and our girls.
If you think you could help or would like to know more, please contact Louisa on 01223
833776 or email louisapowell@hotmail.co.uk.
Alternatively you can register you’re interested on Girlguiding website www.girlguiding.org.uk/getinvolved/become-a-volunteer/.
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GRANTA MEDICAL PRACTICES
Don’t let hay fever spoil your summer
Did you know you don’t need to see your GP for hay fever treatment?
Hay fever and seasonal allergy treatments such as tablets, eye drops and nasal sprays are all
easily available at low cost from your local pharmacy – no prescription from your GP required!
Antihistamines are usually the best treatment for hay fever and these can easily be bought from
local pharmacies or supermarkets. Buying a packet of 30 tablets can cost as little as £2, but if a
patient goes to their GP to get a prescription then it costs the NHS considerably more.
By going to the pharmacy you’ll be saving yourself time and money, freeing up GP appointments
for people with more urgent needs as well as doing your bit to help the NHS save money on
unnecessary prescription costs.
For more information about treating allergies or to find your nearest pharmacy and opening times
visit www.nhs.uk.
Top tips to help ease hay fever symptoms:
•
Keep house and car windows closed, especially when the pollen count is high (early
morning between 7am to 9am and evenings between 5pm and 7pm)
•
Avoid large grassy areas, woodland, cutting the grass and car fumes
•
Wear wrap-around sunglasses
•
Use petroleum jelly inside your nose to block inhalation of pollen
•
Don’t dry washing outside to avoid pollen sticking to your clothes
•
When you get in from outside wash your hands, face, hair, rinse your eyes and change
your clothes
Spring and Summer health - Stock up for summer!
The warmer weather often means that we spend more time getting out and about. That’s why it is
even more important to make sure you stock up on some summer self-care essentials in case you
need them.
Key first aid essentials include:
•
Painkillers, such as paracetamol or ibuprofen
•
Antihistamines for allergies/hay fever
•
Antiseptic cream for bites and stings
•
Sunscreen at least factor 15
•
Plasters and bandages
•
Diarrhoea/constipation relief medication
•
Travel sickness medication
All of these are easily available to buy at local pharmacies or supermarkets. Further information on
medicine cabinet essentials is available at nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/your-medicine-cabinet/.
For advice on travel health including sun safety, vaccinations, DVT and how to apply for your
European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) is available at
nhs.uk/NHSEngland/Healthcareabroad/EHIC/Pages/about-the-ehic.aspx.
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE
As the weather brightens up and the sunshine starts brightening our weeks, we welcome the
longer, brighter nights and the opportunity to enjoy summer days and nights in the garden.
When powering up your BBQ’s and putting out the garden furniture for the summer season, be
sure to take note of our top tips below to ensure you have a fun and safe summer in the garden.
•

•
•
•
•
•

If cooking outdoors, always check barbeques over after winter storage, keep them on level
ground and ensure they are sited away from sheds, fences, overhanging foliage and
property
Keep children and garden games well away from the cooking area and never leave the
barbecue unattended
If you have a bonfire, build it well away from buildings, tents or other flammable objects and
make sure it is properly out when you leave
When out in the countryside, extinguish cigarettes properly and dispose of them
responsibly – never throw a lit cigarette into a field or wooded area.
Don’t forget to stay safe around our county’s waterways and if you see someone in trouble
in water, call 999 immediately with clear details of your location
When out camping or using a tent, never use candles inside or nearby and always
discourage smoking nearby. Never cook inside a tent

For the latest news, incidents and safety advice, or to contact us, log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk.
Sign up to email alerts and find us on Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and Facebook
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EST 1952

REMOVALS & STORAGE
UK - EUROPE - WORLDWIDE

0800 211 8030
REMOVALS ~ STORAGE ~ SHIPPING ~ SHREDDING

www.perryremovals.com
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A J Pest Control Ltd
Local Professional Service
Member of NPTA
Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
Experts in all areas of pest control
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles, Moths, Ants,
Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm.

01799 542505
07855 478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
Locally based in Debden
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Window Cleaning Services
Mark and Ray of KLEEN Windows are
currently in your area. If you would like
a free quotation, please phone us for
a friendly and reliable service

KLEEN
Tree View, 14 Hanchett End
Haverhill CB9 7GE
Tel: 01440 707276 or
07981 079183
Window Cleaning – Gutters – PVC frames
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VILLAGE DIARY
May

29

Horseheath: Blue and Green Bins, Cardinals Green: Black Bin

June

3

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Sunday Club, All Saints Church 10am
Horseheath: Black Bin, Cardinals Green: Blue and Green Bins
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Horseheath: Blue and Green Bins, Cardinals Green: Black Bin
All Saints Church Annual Garden Party, Hartford House, 2-4pm
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
Horseheath: Black Bin, Cardinals Green: Blue and Green Bins
Tea and Chat, All Saints Church 2.30pm
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
Horseheath: Blue and Green Bins, Cardinals Green: Black Bin
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10
11
16
17
18
20
24
25
July

15
16
18
22
23

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Sunday Club, All Saints Church 10am
Horseheath: Black Bin, Cardinals Green: Blue and Green Bins
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Horseheath: Blue and Green Bins, Cardinals Green: Black Bin
Horseheath Parish Council Meeting, 7.45pm
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Horseheath: Black Bin, Cardinals Green: Blue and Green Bins
Tea and Chat, All Saints Church 2.30pm
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Horseheath: Blue and Green Bins, Cardinals Green: Black Bin
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Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley

1
2
8
9

August

September 8

Casino Night, Horseheath Village Hall

December

Tea with Santa
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Note change of dates for Bin Collections at late May Bank Holiday.
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