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December 2016/January 2017

FROM THE EDITOR
The pumpkins are all decomposing and we’ve had Remembrance Sunday so that must only mean
one thing Christmas is around the corner!
I’ve noticed boxes of biscuits and tubs of Quality Street in the shops, which only come out at this
time of year, so it must be time to dust off the tree and throw some lights in the hedge to make
everywhere look festive.
There are times when I think we are getting away from the original meaning of Christmas. It isn’t
about eating as much as you can over the long weekend and then moaning that you can’t do your
trousers up any more. It also shouldn’t be about what you receive as gifts but more about what
you can give to other people, your friends, neighbours as well as relations.
It sometimes surprises me at the questions I get asked, eg where will you be going for Christmas?
When you have as small a family as mine, two people, there isn’t anywhere else to go except on
holiday and if you go away then you won’t be able to Strictly on Christmas Day and let’s face it we
all want to watch that!
It is now less than 33 until he comes down the chimney. My list has been written and posted off, I
do hope I get what I’ve asked for, well Angelina doesn’t want him anymore!!!!!
Don’t forget to let me have anything you would like included in the February/March 2017 issue
please let The Editor by 16 January 2017 at the very latest. Articles can be emailed to:
venture@horseheath.info. To advertise your business please contact the Venture Team on 01223
891086 for more details
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
Visitors to our Church often remark on how well our church is kept and it is with grateful thanks
from the PCC to our Flower arrangers and Cleaners for giving up their time to keep it this way.
Our Sunday Club for children will be held on Sunday 4 December 2016 with no meeting on the 1
January 2017 we will be returning on Sunday 5 February 2017.
Tea and Chat will be held at the home of Audrie and Alan Bishop. 5 Cornish Close on
Wednesday14 December 2016 and Wednesday 18 January 2017 from 2.30pm all welcome.
Christingle Service Sunday 4 December at 3.30pm all children and parents welcome. The
Collection will go to the Childrens Society).
Our Seasonal Coffee Morning Saturday 10 December in Church from 11am come and enjoy a
glass of mulled wine and a mince pie.
Christmas Eve Cribb Service - Carols & Readings at 6pm
Thank you all for your support in 2016 a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year

Pat & Judith
Church Wardens
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Church Flowers and Cleaning
Date
Cleaning and Flowers
November
27
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
December
4
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
11
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
18
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
25
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
January
1
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
8
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
15
Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
22
Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
29
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
February
5
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
12
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
19
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
26
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
March
5
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley

HORSEHEATH PARISH COUNCIL
www.horseheath.info
A meeting was held on Monday 14 November in the Village Hall. In attendance were the Parish
Clerk Melanie Laing and three parishioners.
District Council news - www.scambs.gov.uk
- While the decision of seven Councils and the Local Enterprise Partnership has been made to
form the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority, there are a number of steps in
progress to trigger an election for a Mayor in May 2017. This is promised to bring £770m new
money to invest in the area.
- Under new Boundary Commission changes, Horseheath will stay as part of the Balsham Ward
while Shudy and Castle Camps will move to the Linton Ward. The new ward will have a single
councillor.
Road improvements
The Greater Cambridge/Greater Peterborough Enterprise Partnership is submitting a bid to the
Government’s ‘Growth Deal’ for road improvements in our area and they will have the support of
the surrounding LEP’s - Local Enterprise Partnerships - from Suffolk, Essex and Herts. We
understand the is a transport study proposed for the A505 and no specific projects proposed for
Horseheath.
Planning
- Extensions at Wingfield on the A1307 and loft conversion at Danesbury opposite the Cricket
Field have been approved.
- The application for retention of outbuildings at Cottage Nursery in Cardinals Green is still out for
consultation.
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Bulb planting
We have been stymied by the County Council Highways Dept. in our efforts to plant bulbs on
verges, etc. around the village due to permits, insurance, continued maintenance and so on. We
will now be looking at a smaller scheme to be undertaken next year.
Jubilee Oak
The oak tree that was planted by the Cricket Field has once again been damaged by Council
strimmers so we will be protecting it with a metal tree guard.
Notice Board
There have been a number of complaints about inadequate Notice Board facilities in Cardinals
Green. We have now agreed to include this in next year’s budget.
Speeding in Cardinals Green
We await a visit from Highways to see what can be done for the stretch between the Mill Green
turn and Alington Terrace.
Venture Magazine
This is running short of funds and we are looking at ways to help support it from next year. All
prospective advertisers are encouraged to get in touch with the Editors, Christine and Pauline
Newman, on 891086.
The next meeting will be on Monday 9 January 2017 at 7.45pm in the Village Hall. All welcome.
Stuart Miller, Chair

t: 893250
e: stuart@stuartmiller.co.uk
Clerk: horseheathpc@gmail.com

1ST HORSEHEATH BROWNIES
This term we have been concentrating on the Road Safety interest badge. With the darker nights
and foggy weather we decided the girls needed to be more road aware so that they are safe when
out with their friends.
We are also getting ready for Christmas. The salt dough decorations are baked, painted and
varnished ready for the tree at the United Reformed Church in Castle Camps. The cards have
been decorated and calendars made for the Over 60’s Luncheon in December – invitations have
been delivered but replies are slow in coming in. If you haven’t replied please do so ASAP or
you’ll be disappointed.
Our joint meeting with 1st Linton Guides went really well, the girls all mixed together and made
some really pretty cards. There was also some nightlight snowmen and peg reindeers.
We will be ending the term by enrolling Matilda and decorating mini Christmas cakes, which is
being organised by Laurené.
We will return to Brownies on Wednesday 11 January 2017 so if you have a daughter who would
be interested in joining us please register her at www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested. If you would
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like more information on what we do or would like to help us with a special skill you may have then
please drop us an email.
May we take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and the happiest of New
Years.
PAULINE, KATIE, and LAURENÉ
E: brownies@horseheath.info

A604 CLUB
Our speaker on Wednesday 5 October was Ms Fiona Hirsk from Great Abington who gave a very
interesting talk about The Land Settlement Association which was started in the 1930’s at the top
of Abington with 600 acres. This was split up into about 10 acre plots where lettuces, tomatoes,
cucumbers, soft fruit were grown and sold to places like M&S. Due to technical difficulties Fiona
was unable to use her prepared slideshow.
Our November meeting was a trip to Scotsdales to see the decorations, have lunch followed by a
bit of shopping. Over lunch we chose the venue of our Christmas Lunch. We will be going to The
Red Lion at Great Wratting.
On Thursday 8 December we have been invited to the Coffee and Carols at Linton Village College
by Mrs Pullen, who has organised this annual event for many years. It is one of the highlight of the
festive season for the members.
The start of the 2017 programme is Wednesday 25 January 2017. The AGM will be on 1 February
2017 at 2.30pm in the Village Hall.
If you would like to know more about the organisation please do come along, we start at 2.30pm
and light refreshments are provided. Alternatively you can call Don on 01223 893428.
CHRISTINE
Secretary/Treasurer

HORSEHEATH VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Hello all from the Horseheath Village hall committee. Well we are coming to the end of another
busy year. Unfortunately we have had to postpone our Caribbean food night, but do not despair
as you will only have to wait until March to store your grass skirt and coconut top!!!!!
We would like to thank all the attendees to our organised events, and please keep coming…and
bring your friends. These events are a great way to meet the locals, have a good time and raise
money to keep the hall going for you all to enjoy. We had a good quiz night in October and were
challenged with a few of the questions.
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We are hoping to have the bar floor renovated in the next few months which will really smarten up
that area. Coat racks are also hoping to go up in the Hallway, and we are hoping to get a
dishwasher at some stage for the bar.
The committee are always looking for new members so please come along and join us. We try to
run an event every few months, and always need new ideas and help to run these events.

We will be meeting in January to set our yearly events out for 2017 starting with our Burns night
on the Saturday 28 January to kick start us!
Don’t forget you can hire the hall for an event yourself, or even for regular classes. Do you know
someone who wants to set up a weekly class, please pass our details on to them?
To end the year we would like to invite you to join us on Thursday 29 December 6-8pm for a postChristmas, pre New Year gathering of Drinks and Nibbles. Please bring a bottle and a plate of
food and come along to meet us all, our families and celebrate the festive season.
100 Club Winners
October:
November:

Sharon Medcalf
Gillian Blackmore

£30.00
£30.00

Have a very Merry Christmas and hope to see you all in 2017 at our events 
Mel
Villagehall@horseheath.info
Facebook: Horseheath Village Hall

CASTLE CAMPS C OF E (V.C.) PRIMARY SCHOOL
Learning together with faith, hope and love
New Nursery
The building works have been progressing extremely well at school and we are looking forward to
extending our early years provision from September 2017. Please check our school website for
further information as it becomes available. As soon as the works are completed, we will be
meeting with the Local Authority to plan our next steps. We would like to extend our thanks to our
neighbours for their patience and understanding while the construction has taken place.
Reception Open Morning
On Tuesday 1 November, we held an Open Morning for new reception parents (2017). Parents
enjoyed a presentation from staff, governors and pupils, a tour of the school and a short
performance by the school choir. If you are still looking for a place for 2017, please arrange an
appointment to view the school. Bookings can be made via Mrs Gouldstone in the School Office
(01799 584270).
Collective Worship and Religious Education
This term, we will be welcoming Assistant Curate Revd Dr Nicola Bown into school to lead Class
Collective Worship using the Godly Play resources (http://www.godlyplay.uk/). Revd Nicola also
led a discussion with Upper Key Stage 2 children on the topic: ‘Does God support a war?’. On
Friday 2 December we will be holding our Advent Service at the United Reformed Church at
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2.15pm, which she has offered to officiate. We are, of course, extremely grateful to Mrs Spencer
and the elders at the URC for kindly agreeing to host our service in the village chapel.
Friends of Castle Camps School: Christmas Fayre
We hope the local community will be able to visit our Christmas Fayre, which will take place in the
school on Saturday 3 December between 2pm-4pm in the School Hall. Please come along and
support this event.
Christmas Production: Community Performance
We would like to invite members of our local community to attend a special performance of our
Key Stage 2 Christmas Production ‘A Christmas Carol’ on Wednesday 14 December at 2pm in the
School Hall. Tickets are free, but we ask that visitors book a place as soon as possible, via the
Office.
I look forward to updating you of our progress and achievements later in the term. Until then,
please accept my very best wishes for the months ahead and do not hesitate to contact me if you
wish to discuss any community/school matters. Further information about the school can be found
on our school website, or via our new Facebook page.
On behalf of all the staff, pupils and families at Castle Camps, please accept my very best wishes
for Christmas and the year ahead. I look forward to writing to you again in the New Year.
Miss Alexandra O’Connor
Headteacher

THE MEADOW SCHOOL, BALSHAM
December is finally here, and we are now allowing the children and staff to say the ‘c’ word –
Christmas! It has been tough, there have been many occasions in October and November where
we have almost slipped up, and recording Heart FM’s ‘sleeps til Santa’ jingle to be played on the
12 December during the breakfast show made it impossible for 45 minutes. I think I counted we
said or sang Christmas at least 50 times!
The run up to Christmas is always slightly frantic in a Primary School. Not only are we normally
fighting an array of illnesses and tired 4 and 5 year olds who are coming to the end of their first
term in school, we also have to constantly hoover up glitter and sequins and organise over 90
Infant children into angels, shepherds and a medley of other nativity costumes. There will be
halos that slip, children that get star struck on the stage forgetting their dance moves and just
stand and wave and there is always one child who falls asleep mid performance, but this is
Christmas and we all absolutely love it! This year the Infant production is Hey Ewe and I am
assured there will be no real livestock in attendance in either this or the carol service this year! I
look forward to sharing the photos with you in the New Year.
Although December is here and our focus has changed to celebrating Christmas, sparkles,
presents and spending time with our family and friends, we took time in November to think of
others, be charitable and reflect on how lucky we are in our lives. On Friday 11 November we
stood together shoulder to shoulder on the Key Stage 2 playground remembering all of those who
have served in the armed forces, lost their lives, or whose lives have been affected by war. We
learnt about the meaning of the poppy, when it was first created and how it is made today. When
the church bells rang at 11am we stood in silence, reflecting on how fortunate were compared to
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others. After our period of reflection the children then placed the pennies they had brought onto a
giant poppy. All of the money we collected through the sale of poppies and the collection on the
day will go to the Royal British Legion.
We also supported another very worthy charity – Children in Need by wearing spots to school and
holding a cake sale. The children again had time to reflect upon their own lives and what their
donations for wearing spots and eating cakes would help with.
We have also been able to appreciate charity ourselves (Cambridge Community
Foundation/Wadlow Wind Farm) through their generous funding we have got our Forest School
area up and running. The staff all had an evening experience of making fires, building dens and
creating mud faces and learning about the ethos of a Forest School session. Our Reception
classes have had several sessions and we can see huge benefits and impact already. We have
therefore decided to alter our timetable and enable every single class across the whole school to
have a block of Forest School sessions led by our Forest School leader across the academic year.
So as we move towards Christmas, our message to everyone is make time for family and friends,
enjoy the festivities but also take a moment to remember just how lucky we all are.
From everyone at The Meadow, we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
We share photos and news of everything that happens at The Meadow on our twitter page,
@Meadow_Balsham. Take a peek!
NICHOLA CONNOR
Headteacher

INR CLINICS AT LINTON HEALTH CENTRE
As from week commencing Monday 9 January 2017 it will no longer be necessary to pre-book
your appointment for an INR/Warfarin blood test.
We will be holding a walk- in clinic every Tuesday morning between 8.15am and 12 noon with a
Phlebotomist. You will need to book in with reception when you arrive.
We hope our new system will make this easier for everyone
Granta Medical Practices
Linton Health Centre

THANK YOU
Christine and Pauline would like to thank everyone who supported The MacMillan Coffee Morning
in September, with your generosity £344 was raised for this worthy charity.
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POPPY APPEAL
On behalf of the Royal British Legion and myself I would like to thank everyone for contributing so
generously to the Poppy Appeal, a sum of £219.54 was raised. This money will help the Royal
British Legion carry on the work in so many different ways.
Thank you.
KEVIN MEEKS

CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE
IT is the time of year when we’re enjoying a tipple with friends, cooking heaps of delicious food
and decking the halls.
The fire service has these messages to make sure your festive cheer doesn’t go up in smoke:





Kitchens are a fire hotspot, so take care while cooking festive fancies. Never leave cooking
unattended and turn off appliances when not in use.
Switch off fairy lights and unplug them before you go to bed or leave the house. Make sure
they conform to the British Standard and never overload plug sockets.
Be careful when drinking alcohol while smoking or cooking.
Finally, make sure you have a working smoke alarm which is correctly fitted and works.
And NEVER take the batteries out to power presents!

For the latest news, incidents and safety advice, or to contact us, log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk.
Sign up to email alerts and find us on Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and Facebook.
For more information on fire safety log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk, follow us on social media or
call 01480 444500.

BALSHAM COMMUNITY MARKET
SATURDAY 12 NOVEMBER 2016
Oh wow! What a fabulous afternoon! It was great to see so many happy, smiley faces. Even
though the weather may have given you some second thoughts about venturing out, I would like to
thank all of you who made the cold and wet journey to come along and support the first ever
Balsham Community Market on 12 November. I have never seen the Institute so full. Just an hour
in and it was full to bursting. At one point, you could hardly move.
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It certainly seems our first market was a very successful one too, with lots and lots of happy
visitors and many of the food producers sold out very quickly. It outweighed my expectations. In
fact, the Institute scrubbed up quite well with lots of fairy lights, Christmas decorations with
delicious smells permeating from the café kitchen.
We had 12 farmers and food producers who gave up their Saturday afternoon to bring us thei r
produce and homemade goodies. We had a range of meats, ice creams, savoury foods,
sourdough bread, Greek food, homemade preserves, chocolates, fudge, cakes, fruit juices, bird
food and feeders and plenty of orders being taken for Christmas deliveries.
Susan Wright ran the Café and it proved to be very popular. Su served up yummy scones for
cream teas, Gingerbread men, all-butter shortbread, toffee apple cake, gluten free lemon curd
cake and triple chocolate tiffin, as well as tea and coffee.
I would also like to take the opportunity to thank our helpers who did a fantastic job manning the
tables or helping Su in the café. Thank you for giving up your Saturday afternoon, it is very much
appreciated. Thank you also to The Black Bull and Plumbs Diary for sponsoring the larger
advertising boards.
The Balsham Community Market will run every second Saturday of every second month so the
next market is Saturday 14 January 2017 at 2pm to 4.30pm. Please note the earlier closing
time for January.
At the January market we look forward to introducing some new food producers. Do keep an
eye out for regular updates via Facebook www.facebook.com/balshammarket or you can also
follow us on our website: https://balshammarket.wordpress.com
If there is anything you would like to see at forthcoming markets or if you have any ideas or
comments, please get in touch via email: balshammarket@gmail.com
See at the next market on the 14 January 2017!

Carers Urgently Required
Are you a caring person? Would you like to earn a bit
extra? We are looking for someone to join our current
carer in the mornings at 7.30am and/or evenings around
8pm Monday to Friday, also Saturday mornings around
7.45am and Saturday evenings at 7pm. The support is
to cover all aspects of personal care for a placid and
interesting young man with complex care/health needs
living in West Wratting. Good rate of pay.
Any interested person please call James or Sarah
Warren
on
01223
291236
or
email
sarah@millendcam.co.uk for more information.
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Window Cleaning Services
Mark and Ray of KLEEN Windows are
currently in your area. If you would like
a free quotation, please phone us for
a friendly and reliable service

KLEEN
Tree View, 14 Hanchett End
Haverhill CB9 7GE
Tel: 01440 707276 or
07981 079183
Window Cleaning – Gutters – PVC frames
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EST 1952

REMOVALS & STORAGE
UK - EUROPE - WORLDWIDE

0800 211 8030
REMOVALS ~ STORAGE ~ SHIPPING ~ SHREDDING

www.perryremovals.com
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VILLAGE DIARY
November

27
28

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Green and Blue Bin collection

December

4

23
24
25

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Sunday Club
Brownies Over 60’s Christmas Luncheon (by invitation only)
Christingle Service 3.30pm
Black Bin collection
Seasonal Coffee Morning, 11am in All Saints Church
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Green and Blue Bin collection
Tea and Chat, 2.30pm at Alan and Audrie’s
A Christmas Carol, 2pm at Castle Camps School
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
West Wickham & District Gardening Club – Christmas Garlands talk
Black Bin collection
Blue Bin ONLY collection
Christmas Eve Cribb Service, 6pm in All Saints Church
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley

January

1
3
8
9
14
15
16
18
22
23
25
29
30

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Black Bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Green and Blue Bin collection
Balsham Community Market, 2pm in Balsham Institute
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
Black Bin collection
Tea and Chat, 2.30pm at Alan and Audrie’s
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
Blue Bin ONLY collection
A604 Club restarts for 2017
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Black Bin collection

February

5

Sunday Club
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Green and Blue Bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Black Bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Blue Bin ONLY collection

5
10
11
12
14
18
19

6
12
13
19
20

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all our
readers, contributors and deliverers
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