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April/May 2016

FROM THE EDITOR
It has come to my attention that I seem to use the same phrasing when I write ‘my bit’ at the front
of The Venture. It was a great surprise to me as I thought I was spontaneous but I’ve checked
back and they were correct. Now I’m being overly conscious not to use it
Anyway, the days are getting longer and we are about to ‘jump’ forward. The Easter chicken has
been busy at Asda (I know ‘cos I’ve seen the advert) and the celebrations of our Saviours
resurrection are upon us.
What did you give up for Lent? I’m not sure that I did, on a conscious level, but I do know that
being single again does restrict what you can do. I still need to brave the cinema on my own so I
guess that is what I’ve given up.
No one came answers my question from last time - do people who marry the same partner
multiple times do so because they love their partner and want to spend the rest of their lives
together or because they like wedding cake? – I am interested to know your opinion.
Don’t forget to donate your Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers to the Brownies, a box for the tickets
is in Horseheath Post Office.
PS Less than 278 days until he comes again!!!
Don’t forget to let me have anything you would like included in the June/July 2016 issue please let
The Editor by 16 May 2016 at the very latest.
Articles can be emailed to:
venture@horseheath.info. To advertise your business please contact the Venture Team on 01223
891086 for more details.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
Our Valentine Brunch was held on Saturday 13 February and a big thank you to all who supported
the event and helped raise £311 for the upkeep of our Church.
We welcomed a visitor Michael Evan-Jones to our church on Sunday 21 February the grandson of
the Rector of our church in 1923. He came to place a flower arrangement on the grave of the
Rectors first wife Gwendoline.
Alan and Audrie will host at 5 Cornish Close the Tea and Chat on Wednesday 13 April and on
Wednesday 18 May we will return to the Church at 2.30pm.
Sunday Club – The children made Mothers day cards and flower arrangements at our meeting in
March, the next meetings are Sunday 3 April and Sunday 1 May in Church 10am for children of all
ages.
Future events: Wednesday 6 April AGM in church at 7.30pm if you are interested in joining the
PCC please let Pat or Judith know.
Garden Party: Saturday 21 May at 2pm in the garden of Hartford House by kind permission of Jim
McCaughan. We would welcome donations to the Bric-a-Brac, Cakes, Books, Plant and Tombola
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Stalls. With the exception of Cakes donations can be left in the Church Porch on Friday 20 May.
Please bring cakes on the day. The Jazz duet will once again return to play for us.
Looking forward to meeting you
Pat & Judith
Church Wardens

Church Flowers and Cleaning
Date
Cleaning and Flowers
March
27
EASTER – CONGREGATION
April
3
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
10
Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
17
Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
24
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
May
1
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
8
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
15
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
22
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
29
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
June
5
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
12
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone

HORSEHEATH PARISH COUNCIL
www.horseheath.info
A meeting was held on Monday 14 March in the Village Hall. In attendance were the Parish Clerk
Melanie Laing, our District Councillor Andrew Fraser, our County Councillor Roger Hickford and
two parishioners.
County Council news - www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk
- The review of polling district boundaries/wards has now agreed a new Linton division to include
all the existing villages plus Great and Little Abington, a total of 13 villages. This will lead to 10
less Councillors across the County.
- The presentation of a report on the A1307 was made to the Greater Cambridge City Deal Joint
Assembly on Friday 12 February. The report brought together some conclusions from the 2014
traffic survey together with the City Deal report, which was been expanded to look at the
Haverhill/Fourwentways section as well as Fourwentways/Cambridge. They looked at a number of
‘Concepts’ including (of particular interest to Horseheath) a guided busway, a rail connection and a
dual carriageway from Haverhill and found that all provided very poor value for money, well below
the investment thresholds used by Government. However they agreed that further consideration
should be given to the road scheme in view of the changing development picture in the area,
particularly in Suffolk. A more comprehensive look into traffic conditions, taking into account
seasonal variation, would be necessary together with analysis of smaller parts of the route which
could provide more impact. Further work would therefore be required on major road interventions.
A new traffic survey is now being planned.
The Joint Assembly recommended that the Executive Board:
(a) Discounted from further consideration as part of the Greater Cambridge City Deal reopening
the railway to Haverhill and providing a Busway all the way to Haverhill.
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(b) Approved for public consultation the illustrative concepts set out in the report to provide
improved Park and Ride linked to Bus Rapid Transit between Fourwentways and Cambridge, and
cycling and walking measures along the corridor.
Greater Cambridge City Deal Joint Assembly Friday 12 February 2016
(c) Agreed to receive a report recommending a preferred set of measures, informed by public
consultation and the conclusion of appraisal and assessment work, in late 2016.
Please note that these findings are only from the GCCD and that funding will be needed for any
transport scheme from Fourwentways to Haverhill. For the full version see item 10 of the Minutes
of
the
meeting
at:
http://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=1073&MId=6639&Ver=4.
District Council news - www.scambs.gov.uk
- The Local Plan hearings will start in June for 20 weeks, with the hope of publishing a revised plan
at the end of the year.
- A reduction in South Cambs. District Councillors from 57 to 45 with about 2500 people per
councillor has previously been reported. It is likely that a smaller number of villages will share a
single councillor rather than the existing system where a number of villages share two councillors.
We should know the final arrangements by the summer and then the changes will come into effect
in 2018.
- a ‘Community Chest’ of £56,000 will be open from 1 April with proposals invited for a maximum
grant of £1,500 per parish towards for community facilities. The Cricket Club and the Village Hall
have been informed.
County and District Council liaison
The proposed new a monthly meeting for County and District Councillors plus Council officers to
meet Parish Council representatives to receive news and answer questions has yet to start. This
would replace the current system of County and District Councillors attending each Parish Council
meeting, however they will still attend if requested on specific matters.
Annual Parish Meeting
This is not a Parish Council meeting but we have a responsibility to set the date, which will be
Friday 22 April in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. The meeting will include reports from our County and
District Councillors along with Village clubs and organisations, such as the Village Hall. It is an
opportunity for villagers to discuss these as they wish and to speak on any matter of local interest.
We now have the latest report on the A1307 and other transport suggestions as reported above
and this will doubtless be a key topic of debate as in the last few years. I would encourage
everyone to come along and make their voice heard on this important matter for us all.
Maintenance
These items have been reported and will be chased:
- window in the bus shelter up near Alington Terrace.
- paths - from Montfort House to Alington; in Audley Way; outside Manor Farm
- overgrown trees and scrub by Dene Road crossroads
- mud all along gutter opposite the new Field View Studios, formerly Sasex
- road drainage at Alington Terrace
The local Councils’ budget cuts may be the reason for the increase in the list.
Broadband
West Wickham Parish Council is undertaking a feasibility study to beam a signal for distribution in
their village from the east end of ours.
Burial ground access
Our grant application to construct a reinforced grass layby by the allotments on the West Wickham
Road has succeeded and a Council surveyor is due to visit to decide what is possible technically.
This will then connect via a new footpath to the Burial Ground and fulfill our obligation to provide

4

an additional access via a new footpath to the Parish Burial Ground, which is adjacent to the
Churchyard.
Parish Council vacancy
Anita de Klerk has unfortunately had to retire from the Council and we are looking for a
replacement. We thank her for her service. Please contact me if you might be interested and
would like to hear more – details below.
S106 payments
As already reported we have received money from Section 106 agreements that are negotiated as
part of a condition of planning consent. We will be undertaking bulb planting in the autumn and
Rachel Paintin is gathering a list of volunteers to help.
Please contact her on
rachelpaintin@googlemail.com.
New Year’s honours
Congratulations to Alastair Compston, Emeritus Professor of Neurology at Addenbrookes, who
has been awarded a CBE for services to Multiple Sclerosis treatment. This follows the 2014
award of an OBE to his wife Juliet, then Professor of Bone Medicine, for services to the treatment
of osteoporosis. They moved to Mead House off the West Wickham Road in 2014.
The next meeting will be on Monday 9 May 2016 at 7.45pm in the Village Hall. All welcome.
Stuart Miller, Chair
t: 893250
e: stuart@stuartmiller.co.uk
Clerk: horseheathpc@gmail.com

1ST HORSEHEATH BROWNIES
We all enjoyed a great afternoon of games and activities at our annual District Thinking Day
celebrations held on Sunday 28 February at Linton Village College. It was made extra special as
we were joined by some US Girl Scouts from RAF Mildenhall. We hope to link up with them again
during the summer.
We have just returned from our weekend away at the Jarman Centre. Our theme this year was
Rabbits, as we completed the Bunny Challenge. The activities were all rabbit inspired and
included eating carrots or celery like a rabbit eg no hands; bunny cluedo which is like ordinary
cluedo but you had to hop between the clues; a rabbit masked party; bunny lollypops and the girls
all got to experience archery too, which was a first for the unit.
Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers are trickling in so if you don’t have anywhere to donate your
vouchers to then please place them in the box in Horseheath Post Office for the Brownies or post
them through Barney’s door.
If you think your daughter may be interested in joining us please register her at
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested. If you would like more information on what we do or would like
to help us with a special skill you may have then please drop us an email.
PAULINE, KATIE and HERA
E: brownies@horseheath.info
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A604 CLUB
Since the last Venture we have lost two of our oldest members – Heather Mizon, who was also a
founding member and our Refreshment Queen for over 25 years, and Cherry Frazer who joined
the Club a year after it started and was Secretary for 23 years until she retired at the 2010 AGM.
Over the years Cherry had organised outings, visiting Speakers (some good and some not so
good) but we always enjoyed whoever came. She continued to attend meetings until her health
deteriorated and she became housebound.
On a happier note we have our Fish and Chip lunch organised for Wednesday 6 April and on 4
May we will enjoy a Bingo Session in Memory of Heather who ‘loved her bingo’.
We have an extra meeting on Wednesday 11 May when Puskin Gowlett will be giving us another
one of her ‘surprise’ talks.
Our June meeting see the return of Peter Jackson from Scotsdales, with his interesting talk on
plants and what is new this year for the garden.
Please come along to one of our meetings for a chat and a cuppa, for more information please ring
Don on 01223 893428.
CHRISTINE
Secretary/Treasurer

HORSEHEATH VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
A very late contribution to this month’s edition of the Venture – thanks Pauline for your patience!
Following on from the refurbishment of the village hall loo’s we are now having the bar redecorated
and are looking to replace the floor of the hall with something more up to date. The work starts
tomorrow so the painting should be completed at the end of the Easter holidays. The flooring
might take a while longer but rest assured it is in hand!
Our big summer event this year is the Barn Dance – unfortunately we are no longer able to use the
black barn at Manor Farm. Thurlow Estates have very generously offered the use of the large
grain-store but owing to the availability of the grain store and the availability of the committee we
have decided to host the dance at the hall on Saturday 16 July. The plan is to have a large
marquee on the back-lands behind the hall and to dance into the beautiful British summer evening
– we will have a bar with local beers, and hot food available. Watch this space for more details!
Other dates for the diary are:





The Village Hall AGM
Village hall at 7.30pm on Monday 11 April 11 2016 – all welcome
Annual Parish Meeting
The Village Hall committee take their place with the rest of the village groups and
organisations for a rundown of what has been happening this year – Horseheath Village
Hall – from 7.30pm on Friday 22 April
Quiz Night
Friday 20 May Get your teams & try for Brain of Horseheath 2016
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Please come and join us for the AGM – perhaps we can persuade you to join in! For any other
info please get in touch at villagehall@horseheath.info.
100 Club Winners
February:
March:

Steve Mattick
Adrienne Powell

£30.00
£30.00

If you have not yet returned your Social Club and 100 Club forms for the New Year, which started
on 1 March, please return them to Christine ASAP.
Adrienne Powell
Chair – Horseheath Village Hall
01223 891691/07932 360589
Villagehall@horseheath.info
Facebook: Horseheath Village Hall

THE MEADOW SCHOOL, BALSHAM
Happy Easter from everyone at The Meadow.
For many people Easter symbolises new life, lighter evenings and the start of spring. Easter for
The Meadow symbolises the start of the final term of this academic year which is strangely called
summer term!
As well as being a time of new things, this term also brings some traditions with it. One being
swimming season. You may have heard that last year our swimming pool developed a serious
structural fault which despite Herculaneum efforts severely compromised our swimming timetable.
Over the winter months we have desperately been trying to find a solution to an incredibly
expensive problem. With the cost of fixing the pool predicted to run into thousands of pounds and
the significant cut to our school budget for 2016/17 of even larger thousands of pounds we have
been in a real quandary. Swimming is an essential life skill, a one that saves lives, increases
health and offers children an opportunity to shine in a non-academic way, but at the same time the
cost of fixing the pool compared to what we need to provide a good education to every child was
just too high. At a recent Parent Voice meeting in school we took the difficult decision to close the
pool this year and spend the next year fundraising to re-open it as we needed to fund new
interactive whiteboards and basic curriculum items such as pens and glue in school urgently this
year instead. However, we received a lifeline and some funding at the 11th hour became
available.
This still isn’t quite enough but we are determined to get our pool open again this year. A group of
parents have formed a ‘Save the Swimming Pool Group’ and are actively looking for sponsors,
local businesses, parish groups or kind hearted people to help fund the remaining amount and to
run the pool over the summer term. To ensure we can gather as much support as is possible, we
are also looking for a way to offer something back to the community through offering community
use of the pool outside of school hours. If you can help in anyway, please contact the school
office. We will keep you updated in the coming months!
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We recently held our first ever French day. The whole school embraced the day, by dressing in
red, white and blue. Different activities took place throughout the day, with food tasting, artwork,
conversation, maths in French and reading familiar stories in French. The day was a huge
success and one that we will certainly be repeating again!
As the new topics for the summer term start, the old topics have drawn to a close. Each year
group in school celebrated all of their work by holding their exit points. Year 5/6 shared all of their
up-cycled clothing by holding a fashion show, Year 3/4/5 held an engineering afternoon looking at
programming and inventions and the Infants made modroc dinosaurs and Saber-toothed tigers
and then were very brave and held their Night at The Museum, culminating in a sleep over in the
school hall! The topics have once again inspired and enthused. The summer term is all about
different countries, with a focus on Rio and of course the Olympics!
Finally, I have a message from the 40 children in our school running club that use the recreation
ground every Friday lunchtime for training. They have requested I ask everyone who uses the
field for walking their dog to clean up after them. In the past few months we have had lots of
children return after lunch with their shoes covered in dog mess. They are busy training for
another cross country event and are working really hard on their stamina and speed, but tell me
they get distracted having to watch where they are running so they can jump over any mess. We
are trying to train flat distance runners, not steeple chasers, so if you do walk your dog on the field,
they would be very grateful if you could clean up any mess they make. We of course will let you
know how they get on at their next event which is a cross country relay race in St Neots in just
over a month’s time.
We share photos and news of everything that happens at The Meadow on our twitter page,
@Meadow_Balsham. Take a peek!
Nichola Connor
Headteacher

LINTON HEALTH CENTRE
Linton and Sawston GP Practices – an update on the merger
The two partnerships merge on Friday 1 April 2016 to form Granta Medical Practices. Our
computer systems will then merge on 20/21 April. This is a huge piece of work for which we have
been preparing for quite some time.
Both Sawston and Linton sites will be closed from 1pm on Wednesday 20 April until mid-day on
Thursday 21 April. All calls will be diverted to the out-of-hours service who will provide emergency
medical cover during this period.
Both practices will close their computer systems down by mid-afternoon on Wednesday 20 April
with all electronic lab results and hospital letters having to be checked and filed – quite a task for
the GPs. The merge will then run overnight. Any forward bookings for appointments at Linton site
will not transfer and Linton will aim to minimise forward bookings as much as possible in the run up
to the merge. On the morning of Thursday 21 April we will need some time to check that
everything is working as it should and our reception staff will manually input all the pre-booked
appointments for Linton. By mid-day we hope to have this work completed and we will be ready to
resume normal service.
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As always, we appreciate the support of all our staff and also the support and understanding of our
patients as we prepare for the future. The next update will come from Granta Medical Practices –
the culmination of several years of hard work and collaboration between the GPs and practice
staff.
Sheila Griffiths
Practice Manager and Partner
Linton Health Centre

Gerard Newnham
Business Practice Manager
Sawston Medical Practice

REMEMBERED…..
Mrs Heather Mizon, late of Honeysuckle, Horseheath
Mrs Cherry Fraser, late of 3 Meadow Cottages, Horseheath
We send our deepest sympathy to the family of the dearly departed and we are thinking of them in
our prayers.
The late Heather Mizon
We would like to say a big thank you to all the people who attended Heathers funeral. Also for all
the cards and kind words, the flowers and donations.
We would also like to thank the Reverend Graham Ridgwell who conducted such a comforting
service with such tenderness and precision.
Also, our thanks go to Rothgar Paintin and his team who, as always, did an amazing and
professional job with kindness.
Our thanks also go to Ian and Tracy and their staff of The Old Red Lion, Horseheath for providing
an excellent buffet, we could not have asked for more, the food was really lovely.
Everyone has been so kind and it was so lovely to have your support.
Our grateful thanks to you all.
Paul, Brian & Jenny and family

The late Cherry Fraser
I would like to thank everyone who came to mum's funeral on Friday 18 March. Graham and Alan
for taking the service which was really lovely. Also whomever rang the bell 89 times, thank you for
your stamina! Mum would have been so happy to see most of her friends there.
She will be missed by all of us, and now she can rest in peace
Caroline Lee
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WEST WICKHAM AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
There was a very good attendance from our members on Monday 21 March who were hoping to
hear a talk on Sweet peas and Dwarf pinks. Unfortunately our speaker found his Sat Nav took him
to Huntington and since his mobile was at home we had no chance of correcting him. It says
much for the camaraderie, inventiveness and expertise within the club that we were able to set up
a questions and answer session. This actually proved to be most enjoyable.
Next month's speaker, on Monday 18 April, is on an unusual subject " Darwin the Gardener".
Shelly Innes from Cambridge's Darwin Project will explain Darwin's ideas and the experiments he
undertook at Down House in Kent. This is the last talk of our gardening year but please make a
note in red pen that our Plant Sale will be on Saturday 21 May at 10.30am in West Wickham
Village Hall.
As many of you will know, this is a fantastic opportunity to buy all your vegetable and flowering
plants at prices that will not hurt your pocket and enjoy a slice of cake and coffee.
For further information please contact Rosemary.
Rosemary Yallop
Speaker’s secretary) 01799584262

CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE
Volunteering for Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service
Would you like to help your community stay safe and learn more about fire safety?
We’re looking for volunteers in your area to join our successful Community Champion scheme.
Community Champions encourage local residents to carry out fire safety checks in their homes,
visit community groups and educate about fire safety and escape plans.
We will train you, give you a uniform and provide you with a wide range of activities to choose
from, all of which will help to keep our communities safe from the risk of fire.
Local charity Groundwork coordinates the Community Champion Scheme on behalf of CFRS.
Anyone interested in becoming a Community Champion should call Katie Dean on 01480 587140 /
07736 132870 or email katie.dean@groundwork.org.uk.
And don’t forget to test your smoke alarm – and that of elderly relatives – by pressing the ‘test’
button on the device. To find out if you are eligible for a free home fire safety check, call 0800 917
99 94.
Contact: Follow us on social media, visit www.cambsfire.gov.uk or call 01480 444500
Find us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.

10

11

12

EST 1952

REMOVALS & STORAGE
UK - EUROPE - WORLDWIDE

0800 211 8030
REMOVALS ~ STORAGE ~ SHIPPING ~ SHREDDING

www.perryremovals.com

Window Cleaning Services
Mark and Ray of KLEEN Windows are
currently in your area. If you would like
a free quotation, please phone us for
a friendly and reliable service

KLEEN
Tree View, 14 Hanchett End
Haverhill CB9 7GE
Tel: 01440 707276 or
07981 079183
Window Cleaning – Gutters – PVC frames
13
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VILLAGE DIARY
March

25
27
29

Good Friday Liturgy, Horseheath Church, 10am
Church Flowers and Cleaning – EASTER – Congregation
Black Bin collection

April

3

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Sunday Club, Horseheath Church – 10am
Green and Blue Bin collection
Horseheath Church AGM – 7.30pm
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
Black Bin collection
Horseheath Village Community Association AGM – 7.30pm
Tea and Chat, 5 Cornish Close – 2.30pm
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
Green and Blue Bin collection
West Wickham and District Gardening Club – Darwin the Gardener talk
Annual Parish Meeting, Horseheath Village Hall – 7.30pm
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Black Bin collection
Sunday Club, Horseheath Church – 10am
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Green and Blue Bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Black Bin collection
Horseheath Parish Council Meeting – 7.45pm in the Village Hall
A604 Club – Puskin Gowlett
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Green and Blue Bin collection
Tea and Chat, Horseheath Church – 2.30pm
Horseheath Village Quiz
Horseheath Church Garden Party, Hartford House – 2pm
West Wickham and District Gardening Club – Plant Sale, 10.30am
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Black Bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Green and Blue Bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Black Bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Green and Blue Bin collection

4
6
10
11
13
17
18

May

22
24
25
1
3
8
9
11
15
16
18
20
21

June

22
23
29
31
5
6
12
13
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