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February/March 2015

FROM THE EDITOR
We’ve had snow twice now but was it Camps snow? I wasn’t up to see the direction of the first
sprinkling but did you see which way it was falling? And before any wise-cracks I know it comes
down and not up but it is the sideways direction I need know.
It has been a funny old year so far and we are only twenty or so days into the year. I don’t know
about you but 2015 is going to be a strange one, halfway through the second decade of 21st
century and instead of looking forward to what might happen we keep looking back at how ‘it used
to be’ and ‘things lasted longer when I was younger’. I guess we just need to pull our socks up
and take each day as they come.
Do you remember last time I mentioned Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers, well they will start
issuing them on 28 January for every £1.00 spent. The vouchers will be issued until 5 May so lets
see if we can help the Brownies collect more than ever before. Don’t forget there will be a box in
the Post Office (thank you Sharon and Teresa) to put your vouchers in.
Don’t forget to let me have anything you would like included in the April/May 2015 issue please let
The Editor by 16 March 2015 at the very latest.
Articles can be emailed to:
venture@horseheath.info. To advertise your business please contact the Venture Team on 01223
891086 for more details.

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
I always look forward to Lent, because it brings us out of Winter into Spring. And it’s a thoughtful
time. This “Evening Thought” was sent me by a friend:
Have you made someone happy,
or made someone sad?
What have you done with
the day that you’ve had?
Did you hand out a smile,
or just give a frown?
Did you lift someone up,
or push someone down?
Did you lighten some load,
or some progress impede?
Did you look for a snowdrop,
or just see a weed?
What did you do
with your beautiful day?
God gave it to you;
did you throw it away?
All blessings to you this Easter.
GRAHAM
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Church Flowers and Cleaning
Date
Cleaning and Flowers
January
25
Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
February
1
Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
8
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
15
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
22
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
March
1
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
8
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
15
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
22
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
29
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
April
5
Easter Day - CONGREGATION
12
Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler

Lent - No Flowers

NEWS FROM ALL SAINTS’
Christmas Crib Service was very well supported and £451.34 was raised for the J’s Hospice. Mr
Smith on behalf of J’s wishes me to pass on their thanks to everyone and they really do appreciate
your kindness in thinking of them. The J’s Hospice is an organisation dedicated to making a
difference to the lives of significantly disadvantaged young adults who have very complex needs.
Sunday Club: 1 February and 1 March in Church 10am, children all Ages welcome.
Valentines Lunch: Saturday 14 February in Church from 11am. Homemade Soup & Roll there
will also be various stalls. Please come and Support your church.
Tea & Chat: Wednesday 18 February, hosted by Audrie and Alan Bishop, 5 Cornish Close
2.30pm.
15 February: 10am Holy Eucharist taken by Revd Keith Johnson
15 March: Mothering Sunday 10.am Holy Eucharist taken by Revd Keith Johnson
Dates for your Diary: 11 April in Church CASA MARGRITA an evening of Spanish Music,
passionate Songs, and Lustrous Story Telling in English.
Tickets will be £12.00 to include refreshment time to be advised, for more details contact Pat
Smith on 892484.
Sorry to end on a sad note but vandals have struck in our churchyard cutting the wires to the white
lights used to decorate our Christmas tree and removing drawing pins from the notices in the
Porch. This happened between 25 December and 4 January anyone with information to contact
myself on 892484 and I can pass on details to the police who are aware and will be making visits
from time to time.
Looking forward to seeing you at our events.
Pat & Judith
Church Wardens
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HORSEHEATH PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting was held on Monday 19 January in the Village Hall. In attendance were the Parish
Clerk Bernard Yallop, our County Councillor Roger Hickford and two parishioners.
County Council news
I reported last time that the A1307 Traffic Survey report has finally been produced in draft form.
The next stage is for Cambridgeshire County Council to commission a study to draw conclusions
from the data and recommend solutions. We understand that the study will be commissioned
once the Cambridge City Deal proposals are clearer. This topic is so important for Horseheath
and will be monitored closely by us.
The reduction in gritting routes has been shelved so we will continue with the service as before.
It is proposed that street lights will go off at midnight and come on again at 6am to save energy
costs. We can keep them on if we wish to pay so I would like to hear from anyone who would like
this.
Speeding Control
The District Council have installed a second ‘priority give way’ island at the west end of the village
just down from the Red Lion and we understand from villagers close by that this is already slowing
traffic noticeably. However we also understand that the two householders affected were not
consulted and we have taken this up with the District Council. We still hope to get a third ‘priority
give way’ island at the east end of the village where we have yet to receive a programme of works.
The broken gate and sign at the entrance to the village from Streetly End will be replaced.
Broadband
BT tell us that the work is due to be completed by March 2015 but a ‘Go Live’ date but cannot be
confirmed. Internet service providers will be given two weeks’ notice of the ‘Go Live’ date and will
be proactive in informing existing customers of their options to upgrade their services. There is a
separate article elsewhere is this issue on this subject.
Footpaths
The several owners of the land for path no.15 from Cardinals Green to the A1307 will be asked to
cut back the undergrowth to clear the path.
S106 payments
Section 106 agreements, also known as planning obligations, are agreements between developers
and local planning authorities that are negotiated as part of a condition of planning consent. We
will have about £8,000 to spend in Horseheath due to recent house developments and the money
is intended to be used for social and community projects, public transport, parks and open spaces.
There have been a number of ideas and we are now costing: renewing the fence by the Cricket
field; planting daffodil bulbs; upgrading the playground by the Village Hall; maybe looking at a
scheme in Audley Way and would also like suggestions for Cardinals Green.
Burial ground access
We will hope to hear in January whether our grant application to construct a reinforced grass layby
by the allotments on the West Wickham Road has succeeded.
Website
Parish Councillor John Miles has agreed to take over as our web supremo from Tori McKillen, who
did so much to get the site developed and maintained for the last 3 years. We thank her for all her
work on this. Do please let us know if you have any comments or things we should look at for the
site - there is a link on the site.
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Parish Council elections
The four year term for Parish Councillors is up this May and I would like to encourage villagers to
get in touch if they would like to put themselves up for election, particularly as we have not had a
Parish council election in Horseheath for 24 years and have co-opted most of the current Council.
Annual Parish Meeting
This will be on 24 April in The Village Hall. This is not a Parish Council meeting but we have the
responsibility to set the date. It is an opportunity for all village clubs and organisations to report on
activities during the year, and for villagers to discuss these as they wish and to speak on any
matter of local interest. Last year we had a massive turnout of over 80 people to discuss the
duelling of the A1307 and other transport ideas, an issue far from over. As before we expect our
District and County Councillors will be in attendance and our Conservative parliamentary
candidate Lucy Fraser will also be invited.
The next meeting will be on Monday 9 March 2015 at 7.45pm in the Village Hall. All welcome.
Stuart Miller, Chairman
T: 893250
E: stuart@stuartmiller.co.uk

1ST HORSEHEATH BROWNIES
Our Over 60’s Luncheon was a great success again this year. The Brownies excelled at their
entertainment – clarinet and violin solos, magic tricks, dancing, carol singing plus the Twelve Days
of Christmas sang at break-neck speed. I’d like to thank Audrie and Gloria for their soups; Pat for
her soup, ham and the fabulous table decorations; Mother for cooking the other meats and making
the pickles; Sarah, Grace, Tony and Emma for all their work in the kitchen; Stella for being in the
right place at the right time to sort out whatever needed sorting; and Paul who also helped out
where needed either in the kitchen or being the ‘technical one’ when I needed the help. I’d finally
like to thank all the guest and Brownies for being there, for without you there wouldn’t have been a
party.
We have returned to Brownies for the Spring term all ‘bright eyed and bushy tailed’ and have lots
of events planned for this term – we will be attending our District Thinking Day celebrations on 22
February. This is when we think of our guiding sisters in other countries less fortunate than ours.
We will be celebrating Chinese New Year and getting ready for our annual Brownie Holiday to the
Jarman Centre in March. We also hope to make Mother’s day gifts and something for Easter too.
If you would like to put your daughter on our waiting list, as we will still be very full in September,
please register her at www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested. If you would like more information on
what we do or would like to help us with a special skill you may have then please drop Sophie and
I an email.
PAULINE and SOPHIE
E: brownies@horseheath.info
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A604 CLUB
The A604 Club started back after the Christmas break on Wednesday 28 January 2015 with our
belated Christmas tea.
Our AGM is on 11 February and on the 11 March we are hoping to have Andrew Westward Bates
visiting us to show us another film about days gone by.
We are always looking for new members if you are over 50 years and interested please ring Don
on 01223 893428.
CHRISTINE
Secretary/Treasurer

HORSEHEATH VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Time certainly does have a habit of flying by when you’re not paying attention! I can’t believe it is
the middle of January already - luckily the village hall committee have been busying around getting
2015 organised: So here are the dates for your new shiny diary!


24 January – It’s the annual Burns Night Supper – if you haven’t got your tickets then I’m
afraid you are out of luck – the evening is sold out…



March – We are hoping to hold an early Easter children’s disco - details to follow – date
to be confirmed



15 May – Christine & Pauline’s annual quiz night…start getting your teams together!



Late June/early July – the bi-annual Horseheath Heyday – date to be confirmed



13 September – join us at the Village Hall for a ‘round the villages’ treasure hunt – starting
at the hall teams depart in cars to follow a trail around the local country side with a list of
questions and challenges to complete – the team completing the whole hunt in the shortest
time wins! More information to follow!



26 September – Curry Night!! Tickets will be on sale from the village hall committee.



31 October – Children’s Halloween Disco



December - a Christmas drinks get together at the village hall . Possibly Christmas eve
after the Carol Service….? We will confirm detail later in the year.

And that is 2015 sorted! Please get in touch if you would like to get involved …
One little whinge that does need addressing – A sign was put up on the village hall gate and at the
entrance to the ‘backlands’ asking for dogs to be kept out of the village hall grounds; in particular
the playground, due in main to the ignorant minority who let their dogs foul in the children’s play
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area. We have noticed that many people are choosing to ignore this and are taking their dogs
into, or let them wander around, the playground. We have had incidences of children falling into
dog muck and getting it on their clothes and onto their hands. Please keep your dogs out of the
playground and no matter where you are in the villages, clear up any fouling and put it in the
appropriate ‘dog poo’ bins – thank you!
100 Club Winners
December:
Christmas:
January:

Sonia Cockman
Lisa Meeks
Ted Flanagan

£30.00
£120.00
£30.00

Adrienne Powell
Chair – Horseheath Village Hall
01223 891691/07932 360589
Villagehall@horseheath.info
Facebook: Horseheath Village Hall

CASTLE CAMPS C OF E (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL
On behalf of all the staff and children at Castle Camps Primary School, I would like to wish you all
a very happy new year. The staff and I are looking forward to working closely with the local
community again in 2015 and we hope to see you at events scheduled for the term ahead.
It was a great joy to end last year on a high note with our two outstanding Christmas productions:
’The Nativity Story’ (Key Stage 1) and ‘Christmas 1914’ (Key Stage 2). The children truly excelled
themselves and we have greatly appreciated the positive comments and feedback from parents
and members of the local community that were able to attend the shows. The children have
enjoyed reading the thank you cards and emails sent in from appreciative members of the
audience. Thanks must be extended to the staff, who worked tirelessly behind the scenes,
ensuring the productions were a great success. Due to the overwhelming generosity of our
audiences, we managed to raise an incredible £320 from our silver collections. These kind
donations, alongside the £89 collected for our ‘Christmas Jumper Day’, will go towards purchasing
new computing equipment.
I am pleased to report, that despite the excitement of Christmas, the children have returned to
school rested, refreshed and ready for the months ahead. This term, we have many fantastic
events planned, including: World Book Day, the Cambridge Science Festival, Bikeability, a Maths
Workshop for Parents and the Mad Science Roadshow. We also look forward to welcoming back
the Education Outreach Team from Wood Green Animal Shelter, who will be running workshops
for the children on ‘Caring For Pets’ and ‘Safety Around Dogs’. All these events will provide the
children with a number of engaging activities to stimulate their interest and develop their
knowledge and understanding in a practical way.
At Castle Camps, we strive to make sure that lessons are fun, engaging and creative, but we also
work hard to ensure that our children leave school equipped with the basic literacy and
mathematical skills that will support them as lifelong learners. In 2015, we will continue developing
a strong, sustainable reading culture within our school community. It is our belief, that reading
underpins all learning and secures a good trajectory for personal development and understanding
of the world in which we live. It was with this vision in mind, that we recently established a brand
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new library for the children to enjoy. In March, we will be welcoming back Mrs Marilyn
Brocklehurst from the Norfolk Book Company, to audit our existing stock and, with the children’s
help, recommend new texts to engage all our readers. The library is situated in the very centre of
the building, thus reflecting physically, our intention to place a love of reading at the heart of our
daily lives.
Being a small school, our success depends on each of us going above and beyond what might
typically be expected. Every week, we see examples of people demonstrating this - Mrs
Gouldstone brings in a stunning flower arrangement to brighten our main entrance, Mrs Hill and
Mrs Battong offer reading support and parents give up their time to help on trips or in classes.
These are just a few of many such examples. Collectively, these individual contributions enrich
our life in school and serve as visual reminders that our children are loved and cared for. It is,
therefore, entirely appropriate that our Value for January is ‘Service’. The notion of ‘Service’ calls
us to consider the needs of others before our own. Many of us involved in the life of a church
school could describe our role in terms of service or vocation and we believe it is important that
our pupils feel inspired by the same notion. This term, we look forward to welcoming back
Reverend Norman Setchell, Minister at the United Reform Church, to help us to reflect upon this
value more deeply and consider its particular significance for us as Christians.
The start of a new year is a time for us, as individuals and as a school, to reflect on the year that
has passed and to look with enthusiasm towards the new challenges and adventures ahead. At
Castle Camps, we believe that 2015 will see us moving forward with a renewed confidence;
secure in the knowledge that we have successfully addressed areas requiring our attention and
reassured that our resolutions are appropriate, achievable and above all else, meaningful.
Please accept my very best wishes for the term ahead.
Miss Alexandra O’Connor, Headteacher

WEST WICKHAM & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
The speaker for the January meeting of West Wickham and District Gardening Club was David
White from Endeavour Travel and Training in Chatteris. David has been in Horticulture since he
was a very young boy; gained an apprenticeship at Kew alongside Alan Titchmarsh and obtained
there a Degree and a Diploma in Horticulture. His talk was all about Kew Gardens and he had
many anecdotes to relate of his time there. It was a very enjoyable talk and we were delighted to
find also that he and his wife Lynn had brought some unusual plants and bulbs for sale from the
Nursery they have recently sold. They now concentrate on talks, organising gardening tours and
David is a judge for Anglia in Bloom.
Next month, on 16 February Nigel Start will give us advice on "Pruning". Always informative and
knowledgeable, Nigel's talk is one not to miss. The Club has benefitted from a bulk order of seeds
from Mr Fothergill's.
Our Trading Secretary Jean Martin reported that our seed orders were big enough to qualify for
60% discount. This is just one of the many advantages of our Club Membership. We are busy
planning our Summer outing to the Savill Gardens at Windsor with its beautiful borders and
wonderful rose garden and our evening visits to some stunning local gardens. It's not too late to
join us, give me a ring on 01799 584262.
Rosemary Yallop, 01799 584262
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BUTTERCUPS COMMUNITY PRE-SCHOOL
It has been a very busy start to the new term and we have had 12 new children join us. Our topic
this half term is winter and we will look at wintry weather, how specific animals deal with winter and
also look at how we can make things hot and cold. There will be lots of winter inspired craft and
educational activities for the children to take part in.
We have a number of fund raising activities lined up this term to help support our ongoing running
costs. If you can support us in any of these activities please do.
The Buttercups Team contact us on 01223 894608 or e-mail buttercupspreschool@yahoo.com
Buttercups fundraising activities:
Clothes and textiles recycling day - on Monday 2 February - we are collecting old clothes,
shoes, bedding, towels, curtains etc. If you want a bag to fill or have some clothes we can collect
please contact Vanessa on 01223 890318 or e-mail vtunnicliff@gmail.com before 2 February.
Cake stall – 14 February from 8am outside the Post Office in Balsham - come and pick up your
valentine inspired cakes and biscuits. There will be lots of lovely cakes, biscuits and chocolates.

Buttercups Community Pre-school

Nearly New Sale
Saturday 7 March 2.00-4.00pm
Meadow School Hall, High Street, Balsham.
Toys, games and books, baby equipment and clothes for
children and babies (0-8 years)
Entry on the day £1.00
All proceeds to Buttercups Community Preschool
If you are interested in becoming a seller or for
further information please contact vtunnicliff@gmail.com
or Vanessa on 01223 890318
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE
THINK the fire service is all about putting out fires and rescuing people from road crashes? Think
again.
At Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service, the men and women on our frontline deliver
important fire safety advice to dozens of different communities. From visiting schools to care
homes, mother and toddler groups to community fetes, our firefighters play an integral role in
keeping YOUR community safe.
And we’d like you to think about joining us.
The role of a firefighter is varied and exciting but most importantly, it can make a real different to
people’s lives. It is a profession that provides development from the start, with opportunities to
grow into management or specialist roles for those who want to.
The next recruitment process for wholetime firefighters opens this month (February 2015). To find
out more, log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk. Find us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.
To find out if you are eligible for a free home fire safety check, call 0800 917 99 94. Find us on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram @cambsfrs.

NEWS FROM HEALTHWATCH CAMBRIDGESHIRE
Our job is to make sure you have a say when important decisions are made about local health and
care services. We are interested in any recent experiences you have of a local health or care
services that you are happy to share with us. The big health story in the news this New Year is
about pressures on our local hospitals. We know that these are linked to other issues like getting
to see a GP when you need to and getting care in place when you are coming home from hospital.
We have two new projects that will look at some of these issues from a different view point.
In our “First Steps to Health” project we want to find out about the first thing you would do to
solve different health issues. Would you work it out yourself, see a pharmacist, call NHS 111 or
see your GP? We all solve things in different ways. Knowing what you do can help our local GP
Practices and the people who make decisions about local health services plan better care. Please
do take part in our survey either on our website or by contacting our office. We also need you to
help us develop our local “Care Home” project. We want to use our statutory “Duty to Enter &
View” local care homes. This means we have a legal right to visit places that provide public health
or care services, to see what kind of care they are providing.
We need to recruit volunteers to be “Authorised Representatives”. Your role will be to go into
local care homes and talk to the people there about the care being provided. This might include
talking to residents, their relatives, friends and care home staff. You will get lots of training and
support. Do you have any recent experience of a local care home, or do you know someone
who has? Please tell us about it. We will use what you tell us to plan which homes we will visit
and what to look at. We are also talking to the County Council and the Care Quality Commission,
to help us plan where we should visit.
Get in touch to find out more or we can come and talk to your group about Healthwatch.
Call us on 01480 420628 or visit www.healthwatchcambridgeshire.co.uk
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ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS
FOR

PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATION APPLICATIONS
NEW PROPERTIES, EXTENSIONS, LOFT CONVERSIONS ETC
CONTACT US now to arrange a FREE on-site meeting at your
convenience to discuss your project.
ELY DESIGN GROUP
‘Architecture By Professionals’
www.elydesigngroup.co.uk/vm.php
Tel: 01353 649649 Mob: 07939 158482
mail@elydesigngroup.co.uk

A J PEST CONTROL
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Commercial, Domestic & Agricultural Pest Control
Wasps
Hornets
Flies
Bird Control Mice & Rats
Squirrels
Rabbits
Fleas
Bed Bugs
Ants
Cockroaches, etc

Andrew Gillings
01223 914004 or 07855 478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
andrewgillings28@btinternet.com
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Window Cleaning Services
Mark and Ray of KLEEN Windows are
currently in your area. If you would like
a free quotation, please phone us for
a friendly and reliable service

KLEEN
Tree View, 14 Hanchett End
Haverhill CB9 7GE
Tel: 01440 707276 or
07981 079183
Window Cleaning – Gutters – PVC frames
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SUPERFAST BROADBAND IS COMING SOON TO HORSEHEATH
Connecting Cambridgeshire is rolling out superfast broadband to over 90,000 premises across
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, which would not get it otherwise.
New green cabinets in this area will be going live with fibre broadband by the end of March 2015,
which means many homes and businesses will soon be able upgrade to faster Internet services.
You can find out about when your postcode area is expected to be connected and if your nearest
fibre cabinet has gone live by visiting the ‘my area’ pages on the Connecting Cambridgeshire
website at www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk.
Click on the ‘my area’ button on the home page and select your parish or area from the A-Z list.
Each page has links to the coverage map showing the status of new fibre cabinets serving each
postcode area and useful information about how to get superfast broadband.
Meanwhile, look out for Openreach engineers installing new green cabinets in your area.
Connecting Cambridgeshire ‘Fibre broadband is here’ stickers will be applied when they go live.
Need help using the Internet? Your local library can link you up with someone to show you how, or
call Cambridge Direct Contact Centre on 0345 045 5200 to find your nearest access point.
Link to us for local websites
You can help to spread the word about superfast broadband by linking to Connecting
Cambridgeshire from your website.

Simply Copy and Paste the following code onto your website
<a href="http://www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk">
<img src="http://www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk/CC-logo.jpg">
</a>
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VILLAGE DIARY
January

25
26
28

February

1
2
8
9
14
15
16
18
22
23
28

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
Holy Eucharist, 10am Shudy Camps Church
Blue bin collection
A604 Club restarts for 2015
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
Sunday Club, All Saints Church Horseheath – 10am
Black bin collection
Buttercups Pre-School Clothes and Textiles Recycling Day
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Green and Blue bin collection
Valentines Lunch, All Saints Church Horseheath – 11am
Buttercups Pre-School Cake Stall, outside Post Office, Balsham
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Holy Eucharist, All Saints Church Horseheath – 10am
Black bin collection
West Wickham and District Gardening Club – Nigel Start on “pruning”
Tea & Chat, 2.30pm at Audrie and Alan’s
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Blue bin collection
Daisy Chain’s Quiz Night – 7.30pm West Wickham Village Hall

16
22
23
29
30

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Sunday Club, All Saints Church Horseheath – 10am
Black bin collection
Buttercups Pre-School Nearly New Sale, School Hall, Balsham
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Green and Blue bin collection
Horseheath Parish Council Meeting, 7.45pm
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Mothering Sunday Holy Eucharist, All Saints Church Horseheath – 10am
Black bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Green and Blue bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Black bin collection

April

5
7
11
12
13

Church Flowers and Cleaning – CONGREGATION
Green and Blue bin collection
Casa Margria, All Saints Church Horseheath
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
Black bin collection

May

15

Village Hall Quiz

March

1
2
7
8
9
15

September 13
26

Village Hall Treasurer Hunt
Curry Night at Horseheath Village Hall

October

Children’s Halloween Disco

31
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