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October/November 2014

FROM THE EDITOR
Autumn is here and everything is looking tired including me. We try our hardest to keep our
gardens looking nice but sometimes it just makes your face hurt with all that grinning through
gritted teeth, especially when your tomatoes get blight and you then worry that the potatoes you
have stored are also contaminated. A gardeners’ life isn’t an easy one.
As gardeners we have a timetable in our head of when we want certain things done by a certain
date. I know it is too early to start the ‘winter’ digging but I’m itching to start because I know when
it is finished that the garden will look neat and tidy and it will just be the shed that looks a mess.
The harvest this year has been the best for a few years now, the runner beans are still cropping
and even though the tomatoes have blight, and were late to ripen, we still have lots left to pick.
The courgette and cucumber are slowing up but still have fruit to ripen.
Anyway on a brighter note, it will soon be Christmas!
Don’t forget to let me have anything you would like included in the December 2014/January 2015
issue please let The Editor by 16 November 2014 at the very latest. Articles can be emailed to:
venture@horseheath.info. To advertise your business please contact the Venture Team on 01223
891086 for more details.

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
During the holidays, a school teacher in Middlesbrough had injured her back, and had to wear a
plaster cast around the top half of her body. It fitted under her top and couldn't be seen at all.
On the first day of term she strode confidently into the toughest class (& they can be tough in
Middlesbrough – believe me!), opened the window as wide as possible, then busied herself at her
desk. When the breeze made her silk scarf flap, she made sure the class could see; then she
picked up the staple-gun and stapled it to her chest! Discipline was less of a problem after that!
In All Saints’ Church we have a memorial to another special teacher. Her name was Frances
Baines, and she died in 1846 at the age of 33.
The inscription reads:
She filled the office of schoolmistress in this parish for nine years, to the duties of which
situation she devoted herself with diligence & assiduity beyond her strength, & in this cause
having passed six months at an Infant School training Institution to qualify herself further as
a teacher of the younger children more especially according to the most approved method.
She suffered from the close application there required, & ultimately fell a sacrifice, to her
praiseworthy exertions. In grateful recollection of benefits received, her sorrowing scholars
have erected this monument.
There are wonderful teachers in all places & at all times, & never have they had to work harder
than they do now. We should thank God for them.
All blessings
GRAHAM
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Church Flowers and Cleaning
Date
Cleaning and Flowers
September 28
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
October
5
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
12
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
19
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
26
Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
November
2
Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
9
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
16
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
23
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
30
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison

NEWS FROM ALL SAINTS’
By the time you read this we will have held our Dedication Service for the restoration of our Bells
and the Christening of the new ones. We thank everyone who has taken part in our Project.
Our Sunday Club for Children resumes on the 28 September and will be held on the fourth Sunday
of every month at 10am.
Dates for your diary:
Tea & Chat: Wednesday 15 October and Wednesday 12 November in Church 2.30 to 4pm, come
and share the home made cakes.
Harvest Lunch Sunday: Sunday 19 October 12.30 for 1pm in Village Hall tickets will be available
from early October from Pat 892484, or at the Post Office. No charge for tickets but there will be a
basket for donations. Families welcome.
Christmas Coffee morning: Saturday 22 November in Church from 11am
Christingle Service: Sunday 7 December, 3.30pm
Pat & Judith
Church Wardens

HORSEHEATH PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting was held on Monday 15 September in the Village Hall. In attendance were the Parish
Clerk Bernard Yallop and our County Councillor Roger Hickford.
Parish Council
John Miles has agreed to be co-opted to replace Tori McKillen. He lives in the cottages on
Horseheath Park Farm.
Parish Council contact details:
Ninian Bickerton T: 892062 E: ninbickerton@hotmail.co.uk
Anita de Klerk T: 891166 E: anita.deklerk@btinternet.com
Denise Lindsell T: 07968 489362 E: deniselindsell@hotmail.com
John Miles T: 07966 058875 E: john.miles@kws.com
Stuart Miller T: 893250 E: stuart@stuartmiller.co.uk
Christine Newman T: 891086 E: pauline@ranmoor.orangehome.co.uk
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Richard Southwell T: 891796 E: southwells6@yahoo.co.uk
Parish Clerk: Dr. Bernard Yallop T: 01799 584262 E: bernardyallop@tiscali.co.uk
District Council news
Due to our change of date our District Councillors were unable to attend.
County Council news
It was hoped to have the A1307 Traffic Survey report sooner, but it now seems likely it will be
produced by the end of September. The County Council will not be releasing the data as they
hope to sell this later to interested parties such as developers. We eagerly await the release to
see how this impacts on the various suggestions for roads and transport on the A1307 and maybe
elsewhere around us. Roger Hickford will consult with local Parish Councils regarding the content
of the report and it may be necessary to arrange a public meeting.
The budget process for next year is already under way and some serious cuts are being
addressed, including for street lighting, household waste recycling centres and libraries with some
cut by over 50%. CCC are looking to reduce the amount of winter gritting to a minimum and to
localise the use of grit as and when necessary rather than a blanket countywide gritting service.
Affordable Housing
The new residents have now moved in to the three homes in Audley Way and there will be an
official opening by the chairman of the District Council on 28th October at 11am - all welcome.
Broadband
The work to upgrade our broadband reception has started and we are now told to expect a finish
date of December. ‘Connecting Cambridgeshire’ have asked us to help find a village ‘Digital
Buddy’ to help people get online and give advice. Please let one of us know if you are interested details above. I know that several people have been experiencing little or no service, which we
understand will continue over the next 3 months as the connections are switched over. The
service has not been helped by another copper cable theft.
Pavements
The surface is breaking up on the pavement by The Terrace on the Haverhill Road due to cars
parking on it. This will cost about £7000 and we ask that the car owners please park fully on the
road.
Burial Ground access
We have applied for a grant for a lay-by on West Wickham Road by the Church allotments to
serve the Parish Burial Ground, via a new footpath.
The next meeting will be on Monday 10 November 2014 at 7.45pm in the Village Hall.
welcome.
Stuart Miller, Chairman
T: 893250
E: stuart@stuartmiller.co.uk

4

All

1ST HORSEHEATH BROWNIES
We hope you all had a good break over the summer as we all did.
We return for the new term with six you Brownies; Megan, Katie, Tally and Poppy from Balsham
Rainbows plus Sunshine and Ruby who have not been in guiding before. We also have new
Young Leader, Katie from Brinkley Senior Section, who will be helping us on a weekly basis.
This term we will be attending the District Campfire at the Jarman Centre as well as decorating All
Saints Church Horseheath with our harvest pictures.
We will also be getting ready for the Over 60’s Luncheon in December, we hope to make this
year’s performances better than ever before. We also hope to make more use of our surroundings
and perhaps go on a night walk around the village to see how things change in the dark.
If you would like to put your daughter on our waiting list, as we will still be very full in September,
please register her at www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested. If you would like more information on
what we do or would like to help us with a special skill you may have then please drop Sophie and
I an email.
PAULINE and SOPHIE
E: brownies@horseheath.info

A604 CLUB
In August we went back to Sturmer Nurseries for afternoon tea.
The meetings for the rest of the year are:
8 October:
22 October
5 November
19 November
3 December
10 December

Afternoon tea at Scotsdales, Shelford
Fish & Chip lunch
Peter Jackson talking about Autumn Colour in your winter garden
Trip to Scotsdales to see the Christmas decorations
Christmas Lunch
Member’s Christmas tea

We return on 28 January for our first meeting of 2015.
If anyone over the age of 50 would like to join, please get it touch with Don 01223 893428 or
Christine on 01223 891086.
CHRISTINE
Secretary/Treasurer

5

HORSEHEATH VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
The summer holiday soon came and went and the Village Hall is back up to speed with clubs,
classes, weddings and parties.
Coming soon: Friday 26 September, to be precise, is our village quiz night. Get your teams
together and join us for an evening’s intellectual stimulation … University Challenge eat your heart
out. Ticket prices are £7.00 to include a light supper.
On Saturday 1 November we are hosting a children’s Halloween party starting with trick or treat
around the village at 5.30pm and ending back at the hall at 6.25pm. The party starts from 6.30pm
with EAP disco’s! Entry is £3.50 per child and price includes a hotdog. Parents are required to
stay for the duration of the party and the trick or treating (don’t worry, the bar will be open!).
Tickets are available now.
Our supper evening this year is the Greek Table and reservations are being taken now! Join us
for an evening of great company and delicious food at the Village Hall on Saturday 15 November –
doors open at 7.30pm. Ticket prices: £15.00 per person/£28.00 per couple/Children 14 years and
under £5.00.
Our final event of the year is our annual Christmas market held on Saturday 6 December from
1pm – the hall will be full of all things Christmas, with gifts, cards and Christmas puddings on sale!
Mulled wine and hot chocolate will be flowing and Santa will be waiting to meet boys and girls with
a gift for all. Join us to celebrate the festive season.
As always we are on the lookout for new members to join the Village Hall committee – we have a
great team in place but it is always good to have new input and ideas (I’ll refrain from using the
phrase fresh blood, in case it frightens people off!). If you are interested in getting involved with
the local community we are a great place to start – get in touch by email:
villagehall@horseheath.info or contact one of the committee members for a chat, we are very
friendly and don’t bite! Whilst I am on the subject – a quick thanks to Dee Modric Webb for
volunteering to help on the bar – we will be in touch soon!
100 Club Winners
August:
September:

Lesley Perry £30.00
Alan Parks
£30/00

Lost and Found
A navy GapKids hoodie, size M, called ‘George Preston’ was found in the Village Hall grounds. If
anyone knows who it belongs to please contact Christine on 891086 by the 1 December.
On a totally non-village-hall note – I have been made aware of an oil buying group covering Linton,
Balsham and Horseheath areas which uses high volume to get good prices for their members.
They place orders approximately every fortnight. Their poster is in this month’s edition of the
Venture – the more who join it, the greater their buying power and therefore the cheaper our
rates…have a look and see what you think – you might save some pennies!

Adrienne Powell
Chair – Horseheath Village Hall
01223 891691/07932 360589
Villagehall@horseheath.info
Facebook: Horseheath Village Hall
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WEST WICKHAM & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
Annual Show
It has been a difficult growing year, with the hot dry spring, cool summer and monsoon like rain in
the days leading up to the show. Despite this exhibitors were not put off and by the time the
judges arrived, an excellent display filled the Village Hall. The children’s exhibits all deserved
prizes and made the task of deciding the winners an extremely hard (and unenviable) one! The
quality of the vegetables was very high and it was so encouraging to see so many beans, carrots,
tomatoes etc and some magnificent bowls brim full of salad vegetables. The colourful display of
flowers was especially pleasing. The exhibits of jams, chutneys and fruit liqueurs were excellent.
This year we had our very own Star Baker competition and the tray bakes, wholemeal loaves and
chocolate cakes made my mouth water and certainly impressed the Judge. Well done, everyone
who entered should be proud of their effort. It was also great to find that there were several new
trophy winners.
The cup & trophy winners were:
The Children’s Trophy: Noah MacNamara
The West Wratting Cup for Vegetables and Fruit: Andrew Morris
The White Horse Trophy for Flowers and Pot Plants: Jane Scheuer
The Stan & Hilda Cox Cup for Domestic classes: Sue Kiddy
The West Wickham Star Baker: Val Scott.
The Ralph Westwood-Bate Photography Cup: Rosemary Yallop
The Bill Pearson Cup for the most points won in show was won by Rosemary Yallop with Andrew
Morris and Simon Blackwell runners up.
The RHS Banksian Medal was won by Andrew Morris.
I enjoyed it, I know those who attended were impressed by what they saw, those of you who were
not able to come missed a great display, so don’t miss out on next year’s show.
Andrew Morris
Show Organiser
Club News
Our members met on Monday 15 September to elect our Committee and discuss the events
planned for 2014-2015. The Chairman, Arthur Morby, agreed to continue in the post and was
elected unopposed as was our Treasurer Andrew Morris. The Minutes Secretary will now be Sue
Boase and Rosemary Yallop will continue as Programme Secretary. The Treasurer reported that
although the Club had funds in its bank account, these could diminish fairly rapidly if we continue
to lose members and thus their subscriptions. To help make up this shortfall we voted to increase
our subscriptions to £7.00 for single membership and £12.00 for family. This is still very good
value as it includes up to 60% off seed orders, 6 interesting talks on all aspects of gardening, a
Christmas party meeting with drinks and food, 2 evening local garden visits and a coach outing
further afield (these visits do not include admission fees or coach costs).
If you have ever thought of joining us, please come to our first meeting on Monday 20 October
when John Walker will talk on "The Humble Spud and Solinacea" or our talk on Monday 17
November - "The Waterlilies of Latour Marliac that inspired Monet" given by the writer and
broadcaster Caroline Holmes.
If you prefer to come to just one or two meetings our fee is only £2.00 per visit. I hope to see you
at West Wickham Village Hall, 7:30pm on every third Monday of the month.
Rosemary Yallop
01799 584262
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POSTSCRIPT
I've been out on the street before first light of dawn,
Peeped through your window when curtains were drawn;
I've negotiated skate boards stuck in your drive,
And as for your Dogs......Its a wonder I'm alive!
But in spite of those days when I was soaked and shivered,
And struggled to get those dreaded bills delivered.
I'd lean my red bike against an old brick wall,
And think how blessed I've been to know One and All.
I would reflect and consider how you were so kind
And on the blackest of days I really didn't mind;
The rain in my shoe, and soaking wet sock.
And the fact Steve was off sick, and so too was Jock!
I always treasured Christmas, the presents and cards
And when you shouted "Hi Chris!" from your garages and yards,
I really appreciated what a kind word could Do
It was on mornings like this, I saw the best in You.
So; wherever you Live, be it on High Street or Bend.
Or down Wickham Road, in little Streetley End.
I shall miss your kindness, the banter and humour.
Even the gossip and scurrilous rumour.
I've practically been slaughtered by rat- running cars,
On your porch banged my Head...and actually seen stars.
And having been late, I've endured all your moans.
While I've stood in the snow chilled to the Bones.
But!!... When all's said and done, I wouldn't change a thing
Even the Thunder and the Rain it would bring;
And when you slept in the warm and I was out in the frost.
And the ice on my nose was in crustiness embossed.......
I was ready to face the challenge of the most arduous Day.
Cos' I was so touched many begged Me to stay.
But the time has come to say, My Love to you All
With an ache in my heart and heavy footfall.
I've been humbled by your thanks, your words of Beauty;
Even though I was just performing an everyday Duty.
I shall miss the driveways, and your garden retreat,
Yes, even the Cold and My tired aching feet.
Because of your Humanity, your Kindness and Charm
Knowing you looked out for me, seeing I came to no harm.
I shall reflect at leisure over my first cup of tea,
Upon one single thought occurring to Me.
The service I performed coming up to your door.
Was a privilege and pleasure and so much more.
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I can promise you one thing, I won’t ever forget.
Beside all the Gales, the Blizzards and Wet......
You all pulled me through because you are simply the Best
So My Thanks to You All.... But my feet need a Rest!

I sincerely hope my brief poetic tribute conveys the genuine affection and respect I have for all of
you, and how much I'm going to miss you. Doubtless in retirement, I will have occasion to recall
many treasured memories and familiar faces I have encountered during the 14 years of serving my
little community. It has been a privilege, and barring the inconvenience of ---"dripping letters in
both hands and trying to wipe my nose at the same time", an absolute pleasure coming up to your
door with hopefully the correct name and address on the right envelope!.....
Rather than writing to all of You individually. I would just like to finally add, how touched I was to
receive your lovely gifts, along with such kind words of appreciation....... Thank-you Everyone; the
pleasure and privilege really was all mine!!!..Finally, my thanks to Paul for his contribution to my
poem!
Chris Banks
(Back in the Warm and...... Dry at last!!)...

CASTLE CAMPS C OF E (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL
It was wonderful to see the children arriving back at school looking so bright and refreshed after
their summer break. They have made an excellent start already and fitted into their new classes
smoothly and easily. I have been particularly impressed by our new Reception intake. Starting
school can be a difficult time for many children and we are pleased to see the new children in
Hedgehogs Class so happy, attentive and engaged in their learning.
At the beginning of term, I was delighted to receive a letter from Keith Grimwade (Director of
Learning) and Rosemarie Sadler (Head of Service: School Intervention) congratulating us on our
excellent academic results this year. I have copied an extract from their letter below:
‘We recognise the hard work that has gone into ensuring the best possible outcomes for your
pupils. Please pass on our thanks and congratulations to your pupils, teaching staff, support staff
and governors who have clearly worked so well together as a team over the last academic year.’
We are pleased that the efforts of the whole community have been recognised and we look
forward to continuing to make significant steps forward again this year.
On Friday 19 September we celebrated our school Harvest Festival. It was an excellent day,
where the children engaged in a range of different activities including cooking, crafts, creative
writing and arts. We were delighted to invite back Cooks on the Move from the Cambridgeshire
Catering Service, who worked with all classes on a selection of cooking and harvest-related
activities. During our service in the afternoon, we welcomed Mr Henry Wilson, a representative
from the Haverhill Food Bank project, to speak to us about the invaluable work undertaken by his
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charity to support local families. The children’s generous donations of food and produce have now
been passed on to this excellent charity and will go towards helping those most in need.
The start of the new academic term is always such a happy and exciting time with so many things
to look forward to. Next month, Castle Camps Primary School will be joining thousands of pupils
across the country by celebrating Red, White and Blue Day on Friday 10 October. This is a
national event that increases awareness of the difficulties faced by our service families, while also
raising money for a number of military charities. We will be inviting all children (and staff) to
support this event by wearing red, white and blue to school on Friday 10 October and donate £1
towards the event. Additional activities will be running throughout the day.
Our value of ‘Love’ for September is extremely fitting, as on our return to school Miss Smith
announced that she has become engaged to her partner. We wish them both every happiness for
their new life together. Congratulations must also be extended to Mrs Crissall and Mr Williams
who married in Scotland over the summer holidays, alongside Miss Pembroke (our new Year 6
teacher) who married during August. Miss Pembroke will now be using her married name Mrs
McFarlane. We wish both couples the very best of luck for the future.
It has been an extremely positive start to the new year on many levels and I look forward to
updating you of our progress and achievements later in the term. Until then, please accept my
very best wishes for the months ahead and do not hesitate to contact me via the Office if you wish
to discuss any community/school matters.
Miss Alexandra O’Connor
Headteacher

LINTON LADIES NETBALL CLUB
Linton Ladies Netball club are a group of ladies and girls of all ages and abilities who meet on a
Monday (term time only) 7.15-8.30pm on the outside netball courts at Linton Village College. We
enter both a winter and a summer league but there is no obligation for anyone to play. We have a
coach who comes along fortnightly to improve our techniques and game play.
We always welcome new players regardless of age, ability or fitness level. This season we are
extending our club to include girls from the age of 14.
If you and/or your daughter are interested in playing matches or just want to get fit and have some
fun doing so then either contact Bridget on 07972 598668 or Angela on 07729 879300 or just turn
up on a Monday night.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE
WINTER is coming and after seeing a rise in chimney fires last year, Cambridgeshire Fire and
Rescue Service is encouraging all residents to get their chimney professionally swept before the
cold sets in.

10

Top tips to enjoy an open fire safely:
 Sweep your chimney at least once a year and get brickwork inspected, especially the chimney
breast and roof space.
 Do not bank fires too high or overload the grate, and remember to let them burn down well and
check the hearth before going to bed.
 Use a fire or spark guard to prevent accidental fires.
 Do not place objects on or over the mantle-piece which may cause you to stand too close to
the fire to reach or use them.
 Burn only suitable fuels and avoid burning resinous woods as soot builds up quickly.
Above all, ensure you have a working smoke alarm fitted on each floor or your home. To find out if
you are eligible for a free home fire safety check, call 0800 917 99 94.
Like our fan page on Facebook: www.facebook.com/cambsfrs, follow us on Twitter @cambsfrs.
To find out if you are eligible for a free home fire safety check, call 0800 917 99 94.
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ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS
FOR

PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATION APPLICATIONS
NEW PROPERTIES, EXTENSIONS, LOFT CONVERSIONS ETC
CONTACT US now to arrange a FREE on-site meeting at your
convenience to discuss your project.
ELY DESIGN GROUP
‘Architecture By Professionals’
www.elydesigngroup.co.uk/vm.php
Tel: 01353 649649 Mob: 07939 158482
mail@elydesigngroup.co.uk

A J PEST CONTROL
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Commercial, Domestic & Agricultural Pest Control
Wasps
Hornets
Flies
Bird Control Mice & Rats
Squirrels
Rabbits
Fleas
Bed Bugs
Ants
Cockroaches, etc

Andrew Gillings
01223 914004 or 07855 478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
andrewgillings28@btinternet.com
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Window Cleaning Services
Mark and Ray of KLEEN Windows are
currently in your area. If you would like
a free quotation, please phone us for
a friendly and reliable service

KLEEN
Tree View, 14 Hanchett End
Haverhill CB9 7GE
Tel: 01440 707276 or
07981 079183
Window Cleaning – Gutters – PVC frames
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VILLAGE DIARY
September 26
28

29
October

5
6
8
11
12
13
15
19
20
22
26
27

November

1
2
3
5
9
10
12
15
16
17
19
22
23
24
30

December

1
3
6
7
10
15

Quiz Night 7.00 for 7.30pm Horseheath Village Hall
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Sunday Club – 10am – All Saints Church, Horseheath
Family Eucharist Service – 11am – All Saints Church, Horseheath
Green and Blue bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Black bin collection
A604 Club, Afternoon Tea at Scotsdales, Shelford
Craft Fair - Meadow School Balsham
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Green and Blue bin collection
Tea and Chat
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Harvest Lunch, 12.30pm for 1pm start, Horseheath Village Hall
Black bin collection
West Wickham & District Gardening Club – The Humble Spud
A604 Club Fish & Chip lunch
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
Green and Blue bin collection
Children’s Halloween Disco
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
Black bin collection
A604 Club – Peter Jackson visiting
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Green and Blue bin collection
Horseheath Parish Council meeting, 7.45pm Horseheath Village Hall
Tea and Chat
Greek Table – Horseheath Village Hall
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Black bin collection
West Wickham & District Gardening Club – Waterlilies and Monet
A604 Club trip to Scotsdales
Christmas Coffee Morning, All Saints Church, 11 am
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Green and Blue bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Black bin collection
A604 Club Christmas lunch
Christmas Market
Over 60’s Christmas Luncheon,12.00 Horseheath Village Hall,
Christingle Service, All Saints Church, 3.30pm
A604 Club Members Christmas Tea
West Wickham & District Gardening Club – Christmas Quiz
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