October/November 2013

FROM THE EDITOR
I’m not sure if it is a tan or rust that is on my skin. It was hot for a few weeks and then the rain
came. I happened to be at Grafham Water Centre with some girls camping when the rain started
in earnest, not only that the wind was a lazy one – didn’t go round you but tried to go through you,
not fun. Strange how the girls never seem to notice the cold and wet when you’re camping, I did.
Five blankets, two hot water bottles plus sleeping bag, air bed and bed socks, I was toasty on
Saturday morning but need twice that amount to keep me warm on Sunday morning. The added
bonus for the whole weekend was a freezing cold shower Sunday morning!
Enough of my moaning, where did you go on your holidays? Did you send or receive an
postcards?
Reason for asking is that MAF – Mission Aviation Fellowship (www.mafuk.org/Helping_MAF_with_your_postcards/6040.id) are collecting postcards, any postcards, they
could be ones you’ve received or ones you bought on holiday but didn’t find time to write. If you
would like to donate any to MAF then please post them through my letterbox and I will pass them
on for you.
Anyway, back to reality, don’t forget to let me have anything you would like included in the
December 2013/January 2014 issue please let The Editor by 16th November 2013 at the very
latest. Articles can be emailed to: venture@horseheath.info. To advertise your business please
contact the Venture Team on 01223 891086 for more details.

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
The next time you come into our Parish Church, find the dog. On the south side of the Chancel
there’s a very handsome Tudor monument, dated 1586. On top of a black marble slab is the effigy
of Sir Gyles Alington, clad in armour - and with Spot the Dog at his feet. Spot shows us that Sir
Gyles died of natural causes. If he had died in battle, he would be shown with his feet resting on a
lion. And if he had been a Crusader, his legs would be crossed.
There were very few different breeds of dog in England in Tudor times. They were mostly hounds
for hunting: Greyhounds, big dogs like mastiffs called Alaunts - & Talbots. Dog Spot is a Talbot: a
short-legged, floppy-eared hound with a heavy jaw. They had a keen sense of smell & were heavy
enough to bring down a stag. Usually white, they’re sometimes shown on pub signs as white with
black spots. This is probably a mistake: confusing them with Dalmatians, the carriage dogs of the
18th Century.
But the All Saints’ Talbot is white with black spots. That’s because he was the crest of the
Alington family: in heraldic terms: a Talbot passant, proper, ermine. He also features on one of the
modern tapestry kneelers that are such a lovely feature of our church. See if you can spot him
next time you come in!
All blessings
GRAHAMh
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Church Flowers and Cleaning
Date
Cleaning and Flowers
September 29
Mrs Mayes
October
6
HARVEST - CONGREGATION
13
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
20
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
27
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
November
3
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
10
Dr & Mrs Morse
17
Dr & Mrs Morse
24
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
December
1
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
8
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
15
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone

For services in October and November, please see The Connection or the notice board in the
Church.

NEWS FROM ALL SAINTS’
We are pleased to say that the footpath from the Church Gate to the Church Porch has been
reconstructed by the County Council. Sunday School commences on the 22nd September at 10am
before the 11am Service and will be held before the 11am Family Eucharist service every month
all children welcome.
A sponsored Swim takes place on the 29th September monies raised will go towards the
conservation of our redundant Bell dated 1699 and bearing the name of previous Church
Wardens. The Diocesan Advisory Committee requested that being part of the original set of 3 by
founder Richard Keene of Royston but now musically out of tune it be kept in the church and hung
as a single chime. Work to restore the Bells and the casting of one new Bell will take place
towards the end of 2013 /beginning of 2014 by the Whitechapel Bell Foundry.
A Harvest Festival Service will be held in Church at 3pm on the 6th October when certificates will
be presented to the swimmers this will be followed by Afternoon Tea. Harvest Lunch on the 20th
October in the Village Hall tickets available from beginning of October.
Christmas coffee morning on the 7th December in Church. We hope you can support our events.
Pat & Judith
Churchwardens

HORSEHEATH PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting was held on Monday 16th July in the Village Hall. In attendance were the Parish Clerk
Bernard Yallop and our County Councillor Roger Hickford.
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County Council news
The county Transport Strategy is currently out for consultation with improvements on public
transport promised.
An online service for post-16 education transport has successfully launched recently on the
Council’s website. As with all digital services, for those customers who prefer not to use the online
method or do not have access to online facilities, they can continue to contact council services by
phone via the Customer Services team.
AskSARA is an online advice site developed by the Disabled Living Foundation. This takes users
through a set of guided questions leading to general advice and recommendations about
equipment to remain independent and help with day-to-day living. Developments include providing
support to parents of disabled children, which is expected to go live later this year.
King’s Stone
No more news yet about the Heritage Lottery Fund grant.
Winter gritting
We have applied Primary route status for the stretch of road in Cardinals Green from the Mill
Green turn down Howards Lane. This road is the route for a school bus and currently only carries
secondary route status.
Code of conduct
We have adopted a new code of conduct as required under the recent Localism Act. We have
incorporated this into a Procedures and Guidance booklet including our standing orders and
financial regulations plus guidance on meetings, which is available on the village website www.horseheath.info/parish-council.
Speeding
We reported last time about the award of a grant for the Road Pinching plan and now we have had
the costs confirmed of the work recommended by the highways experts. We have agreed the
extent of the work:
-

gated sign system at each of the six entrances to the village. These will have signs indicating
the 30mph speed limit, the name of the village and ‘Drive carefully’.

-

a give way to oncoming vehicles sign, kerbs and bollards near the Red Lion similar to the
system in Fulbourn, blocking one carriageway to slow vehicles coming off the A1307.

-

2 road pinching points on Haverhill Road with the road narrowed to a single carriageway down from Montfort House plus near the Howards Lane turning. It seems there is not enough
visibility to use a give-way system.

-

extend the footway at the T-junction of West Wickham Road and Haverhill Road. This will force
vehicles to stop at this junction prior to turning.

In addition we are hoping to reduce the speed limit to 40mph between Horseheath and Streetly
End in a joint effort with West Wickham Parish Council. We will continue to look into ways to slow
traffic entering the village from Streetly End and from Mill Green, where visibility currently rules out
the road pinching solutions.
Dogs
We have received a number of complaints about dogs - a loose dog attacking walkers and cyclists
in Cardinals Green plus the continued nuisance of dog mess on footpaths. May I add a personal
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plea for dogs to be kept on a lead on footpaths as we have had 3 attacks on our chickens from
dogs straying from the footpath in the last few months, with the loss of many chickens.
Next meeting
The next meeting will be on Monday 11th November at 7.45pm in the Village Hall. All welcome.
Stuart Miller, Chairman
T: 893250
E: stuart@stuartmiller.co.uk

1ST HORSEHEATH BROWNIES
We have returned from our summer break, refreshed and with a new Promise:
I Promise that I will do my best,
To be true to myself and develop my beliefs,
To serve the Queen and my community,
To help other people
and
To keep the Brownie Guide Law.
For all of you who have been a Brownie or Guide ‘back in the day’ it is quite a change, the twelfth
change since guiding began in 1910. Over 44,000 Members and non-Members completed the
online survey to have their say. I know there have been lots written in the press because we’ve
‘dropped’ the word God from our Promise but Girlguiding has never been a religious organisation, I
personally believe that the new Promise will encourage more girls to join.
At our first meeting we welcomed Helena and Daisy from Balsham Rainbows and Evie, Esther,
Isabelle and Sienna who are new to guiding. We also said goodbye to Holly, who has moved up
to Guides and Katie, who we hope that enjoyed her time at Brownies.
In the middle of September ten Brownies enjoyed an international day with other Brownies from
around the County at the Jarman Centre, Newmarket. The activities were from the five regions of
guiding – Africa, Arab, Asia Pacific, Europe and the Western Hemisphere.
We are also getting ready to celebrate our own centenary as Brownies will be 100 in 2014. We
have lots of fun activities planned both in the Unit, District and County. More news on these when
they happen.
If you would like to put your daughter on our waiting list you will need to register at
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested but if you would like more information on what we do then
please drop Sophie and I an email.
PAULINE and SOPHIE
E: brownies@horseheath.info
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A604 CLUB
We have had to cancel a few meetings during the last couple of months due to sickness and
holidays,
Despite this we have had a very interesting talk from Revd Graham Ridgwell about Whitby and its
connections with Dracula.
Wednesday 23rd October we are having a Bring and Buy and Bring your Favourite Recipe, this is a
popular as we all get to try something different. Wednesday 6th November we will be having our
Fish and Chip lunch.
Peter Jackson, from Scotsdales, will be visiting on Wednesday 20th November, he will be talking
about plans for the autumn and winter garden as well as offering his advice.
If anyone is interested in our little Club, please pop along or give Mary 01223 891025 or Don
01223 893428 a call and they will be only to happy to talk to you.
CHRISTINE

HORSEHEATH VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
The summer holidays have flown by, I can’t believe the children are all back at school already!
At the beginning of the school holidays we had Fenland Leisure out to do some maintenance on
the playground. The rope on the climbing castle was shortened; the seat was replaced on the
zipwire and the line tightened and the old fixings on the swing were removed. Thanks to an eagle
eyed Jodie Prior, further problems were prevented when she spotted the bolts on the zipwire had
sheared and the arm had come loose. Esther Pearson spotted the same fault, but this time the
fault was the other end of the zipwire. On inspection we realised we had quite a big problem with
the piece of equipment, and were forced to close it off and secure the seating to prevent it being
used. These faults were reported to Fenland, who came out immediately and took the whole thing
apart replacing all the old bolts with new, and putting it back together again all in the space of an
afternoon ...and that was the only bit of excitement we had a the hall all summer long!!
So what’s happening next?
On 27th September we have our first ever comedy night – as advertised in the Haverhill Echo and
on boards and posters around Horseheath and the surrounding villages. If you haven’t already got
your tickets get them now, from any of your committee members or from the Post Office.
On 25th October we will be hosting an Autumnal Tuscan Supper (an Italian Night, to you and I!),
tickets are on sale from committee members priced at £15 per head, £27 for two and children 12
and under £5. As always the bar will be open and there will be the chance to win prizes on our
Italian themed raffle – join us for an evening of good food and great company!
Jumping ahead to 30th November we will be holding the second Horseheath Christmas Market,
with handmade gifts and goodies from local crafts people, come and join us for an afternoons
Christmas cheer, a mince pie and a glass of mulled wine or two! Look out for more information
coming soon!
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And that, folks will be us done and dusted for 2013!
We’d just like to add a quick congratulations to committee member, Michelle and Andy on the birth
of baby Megan – well done, from us all!!
100 Club Winners
August:

Paul Cook, Wickham Market

£30.00

Adrienne Powell, Chair HVCA
E: villagehall@Horseheath.info
T: 01223 891691

OPEN MORNING - CASTLE CAMPS PRE SCHOOL
16TH OCTOBER 2013 : 9.15AM TIL 11AM
Come along with your children to have a look around, stay, play, chat and have fun.
We're looking forward to meeting you.
If this isn't suitable for you, then please phone 01799 584428 as we'd be happy to show you
around at a time that's more convenient for you

Saturday 5th October 2013
10.30am – 12noon

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
Bring and buy – raffle – cakes – tombola
To all the nice people of Horseheath, the Coffee Morning is to raise funds for MacMillian Cancer
Research, if you are free please come along and help Christine and Pauline raise lots of money
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WEST WICKHAM AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
The AGM of West Wickham and District Gardening Club was held on Monday 16th September.
All serving officers were re-elected unopposed. Our Chairman, Arthur Mawby, gave an account of
the activities during our last year which included our talks from October- April; two evening
outings to nearby gardens; a Plant Sale in May and a very successful Show in August.
Our membership is healthy at 40+ members. One of the perks of the Club is up to 45% discount
The Treasurer, Andrew Morris, presented the
accounts which were approved.

on seed orders from Mr Fothergills Seeds.

st

We begin our next series of talks with "Herbaceous Clematis" by Everett Leeds on Monday 21
October 7.30pm in West Wickham Village Hall.
If you are interested please join us either as a visitor or as a potential member.
Rosemary Yallop, Programme Secretary
01799 584262

MEADOW OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB, BALSHAM
We need your help!!
Would you like the opportunity to provide challenging, inspiring play for local children?
The Meadow Out of School Club in Balsham are desperate to start making use of their training
and provide the children with a “Forest School” type of experience.
We are looking for somewhere within walking distance from our base to be able to take the
children to build dens, play wide games, learn about nature and the environment and to just enjoy
the great outdoors. Do you have or know of anyone who may have the ideal outdoor space for us
to use?
If so please contact Emma Appleby on 01223 894608 or Emma Penfold on 01223 290186
Thank you
MEADOW OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB
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SHAPE YOUR PLACE
Shapeyourplace.org has been successfully running in other parts of the county for a few years and
in June this year the website was launched in South Cambridgeshire. I am delighted to introduce
the project locally and I am here to support you make the best of this website. In the next few
months I will be out and about meeting with local residents and community groups so if you see
me in your area, please come and say Hello!
I’d like to find out more about the positive things that happen in your community and learn about
the local issues that may concern you - please get in touch if you’d like to meet for a chat and find
out more about ShapeYourPlace.
What is ShapeYourPlace.org?
ShapeYourPlace.org is an award winning website giving local residents across Cambridgeshire a
real say about what matters most to them where they live. It acts as a one stop shop for the
community where you can have conversations with each other and local public services about
local issues and news.
On the site you can:
• Raise issues affecting where you live
• Start campaigns and debates and have conversations with other people
• Blog about local events and community activities
• Share community news and issues.
Where an issue is raised by a resident, the police, fire service and local councils have agreed to
respond in 10 days about how they can resolve the issue if possible. With ShapeYourPlace you
don’t have to worry who is responsible for the issue as the team behind the website will direct your
issue or idea to the right organisation.
Have you got a story to tell? We offer free training to help you report on what happens in your local
area using words, audio, images and videos. Community reporting is a great way to be part of your
local community life, meet new people and develop your broadcasting skills, so why not give it a
go?
Interested? Do get in touch to find out more! I look forward to hearing from you.
ANNA ALLEN, Shape Your Place - South Cambridgeshire
07769 304132
Anna.allen@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
.

REMEMBERED…..
Mr Adam Tulloch, late of Danesbury, Horseheath
We send our deepest sympathy to the family of the dearly departed and we are thinking of them in
our prayers.
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Carers Away Day
Friday 11 October 2013
10 am to 3.30 pm
Venue: The Holiday Inn Lakeview, Bridge Way, Histon, Cambs CB24 9PH
To book your place contact: Nancy Voak
Tel: 01480 373282
Email: nancy.voak@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Do you provide unpaid care and support to a family member or friend?
Why not come along to this free annual event provided by Cambridgeshire County Council?
In the morning we will have expert
speakers hosting informal discussions on
subjects such as:
 The Mental Capacity Act, Lasting
Power of Attorney and Safeguarding
Vulnerable Adults
 The GP Carer Services Prescription for
free information, support and a break,
provided by Carers Trust
Cambridgeshire (Crossroads Carer
Services).
 Self Directed Support for adult social
care and how this can help you to stay
independent.
 Welfare Benefits.
 Balancing paid work and caring and
accessing training for employment.
 Finding good quality care.

Information stands available from 12
noon onwards.
Refreshments served all day and a buffet
lunch.
Fun in the afternoon, including:
 Hand & neck massage
 Music Therapy
 Art
 Swimming/Aqua Fit
 Gym
 Pedicure/toe nail paint
 Pilates/Yoga
Booking is essential as spaces are
limited.
There may be support for you to attend the
event so please ask for any assistance
you might need to come.

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk

ARCHITECTURAL
DRAWINGS
FOR

PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATION APPLICATIONS
NEW PROPERTIES, EXTENSIONS, LOFT CONVERSIONS
ETC
CONTACT US now to arrange a FREE on-site meeting at your
convenience to discuss your project.
ELY DESIGN GROUP
‘Architecture By Professionals’

A J PEST CONTROL

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Commercial, Domestic & Agricultural Pest Control
Wasps
Hornets
Flies
Bird Control Mice & Rats
Squirrels
Rabbits
Fleas
Bed Bugs
Ants
Cockroaches, etc

Andrew Gillings
01223 914004 or 07855 478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
andrewgillings28@btinternet.com
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Window Cleaning Services
Mark and Ray of KLEEN Windows are
currently in your area. If you would like
a free quotation, please phone us for
a friendly and reliable service

KLEEN
Tree View, 14 Hanchett End
Haverhill CB9 7GE
Tel: 01440 707276 or
07981 079183
Window Cleaning – Gutters – PVC frames
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M D Groundworks
& General Building Maintenance
• Driveways • Block Paving •
• Shed Bases • Conservatories •
•Patios • All Drainage • Extensions
TELEPHONE: 01223 892610 or
MOBILE: 07968 483959
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VILLAGE DIARY
September 27
29
30
October

5
6
7
12
13
14
16
20
21
25
27
28

November

3
4
10
11
17
18
20
23
24
25
30

December
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Comedy Night with Comedy Custard, Horseheath Village Hall
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes
Sponsored Swim for the Bells Project
Green and Blue Bin Collection
MacMillan Coffee Morning, Horseheath Village Hall
3pm Harvest Celebration, All Saints Church Horseheath
Church Flowers and Cleaning – CONGREGATION
Black Bin Collection
Balsham Craft and Gift Fair, Balsham School
Balsham Craft and Gift Fair, Balsham School
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Green and Blue Bin Collection
Castle Camps Pre-School Open Day, 9.15-11am
All Saints Church Horseheath Harvest Lunch held in the Village Hall
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Black Bin Collection
West Wickham & District Gardening Club, 7.30pm – Herbaceous Clements
Autumnal Tuscan Feast, Horseheath Village Hall
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Green and Blue Bin Collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Black Bin Collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Dr & Mrs Morse
Green and Blue Bin Collection
Parish Council Meeting, 7.45pm – Horseheath Village Hall
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Dr & Mrs Morse
Black Bin Collection
A604 Meeting – Peter Jackson, Scotsdales
The Balsham Ball
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Green and Blue Bin Collection
Horseheath Christmas Market
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Brownies Over 60’s Christmas Luncheon – invitation only
Christmas Coffee Morning, Horseheath Church
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