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December 2014/January 2015

FROM THE EDITOR
I think winter has arrived. We’ve had the first frosts and the clocks have gone back. I’ve finished
my winter digging, well apart from where the carrots, parsnips and leeks are but as they ‘over
winter’ in the ground it is all done.
So now the Christmas shopping must begin. At the time of writing there are 33 sleeps to
Christmas (I’ve the app, you know!) but what to buy, that is the question. I don’t know about you
but it gets harder each year. To be honest, everyone now buys what they want when the want it
so should we go down the ‘token’ gift route or go ‘all out’ with an expensive one. You don’t know
what to do for the best.
I’ve heard on the grapevine that Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers are being issued from January
through to May 2015 as it is the 25th anniversary. So if you shop at Sainsbury’s and don’t have a
young person in your house to give the vouchers to then give them for the Brownies, we will make
good use of them. There will be a box in the Post Office (thank you Sharon and Teresa) to put
your vouchers in.
Don’t forget to let me have anything you would like included in the February/March 2015 issue
please let The Editor by 16 January 2015 at the very latest. Articles can be emailed to:
venture@horseheath.info. To advertise your business please contact the Venture Team on 01223
891086 for more details.

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
I didn’t write this – but I rather like it:
We won't have a Christmas this year, you say
For now the children have all gone away;
And the house is so lonely, so quiet and so bare
We couldn't have a Christmas that they didn't share.
We won't have a Christmas this year, you sigh,
For Christmas means things that money must buy.
Misfortunes and illness have robbed us we fear
Of the things that we'd need to make Christmas this year.
We won't have a Christmas this year you weep,
For a loved one is gone, and our grief is too deep;
It will be a long time before our hearts heal,
And the spirit of Christmas again we can feel.
But if you lose Christmas when troubles befall,
You never have really had Christmas at all.
For once you have had it, it cannot depart
When you learn that true Christmas is Christ in your heart.
All blessings for Christmas and the New Year
GRAHAM
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Church Flowers and Cleaning
Date
Cleaning and Flowers
November
30
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
December
7
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
14
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
21
Christmas – CONGREGATION
28
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
January
4
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
11
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
18
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
25
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
February
1
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
8
Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
15
Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler

NEWS FROM ALL SAINTS’
Graham and Elizabeth will be retiring on the 30 November and we thank them for the excellent
Pastrol Care over the last 10 years and wish them a long and happy retirement.
Although Retired over the next couple of months Graham has offered to take a service in
Horseheath once a month. The Christmas Carol Service 6pm on Christmas Eve and on 18
January Eucharist at 10am. Our Christingle service on 7 December will be taken by Lesley Gore.
Services at Castle Camps are: 21 December Carol Service at 10am, 28 December Holy Eucharist
at 10am and 11 January Holy Eucharist at 10am.
At Shudy Camps: 14 December Holy Eucharist at 10am, 25 December 1st Mass of Christmas at
10am and 25 January Holy Eucharist at 10am.
Thank you to all who attended, prepared food, washed up, cleared away and ran the raffle at the
Harvest Lunch a total of £300 was banked for the upkeep of our Church.
Tea & Chat: 10 December at 5 Cornish Close home of Alan and Audrie Bishop. All Welcome.
Sunday Club: 4 January 10am in Church
We hope it will not be in the too distant future that a replacement for Graham is appointed in the
meantime should you need any information please contact Pat on 892484 or Judith on 890786
and we will be happy to help.
Thank you to all who have supported us in 2014, looking forward to seeing you at our Christingle
Service on 7 December 3.30pm and Christmas Eve Carol Service at 6pm.
A Very Merry Christmas and Happy and Healthy 2015.
Pat & Judith
Church Wardens

3

HORSEHEATH PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting was held on Monday 10 November in the Village Hall. In attendance were the Parish
Clerk Bernard Yallop, Andrew Fraser our District Councillor and our County Councillor Roger
Hickford.
District Council news
SCDC have joined with 2 other councils to share Building Control services to save money and is
looking to amalgamate legal and ICT services for the same reason.
Park and Ride has been improved with extra ticket machines, tickets available online and extra
staff.
The Boundary Commission is currently reassessing District and Parish boundaries and numbers of
councillors. Horseheath is unlikely to be affected.
Green bin collections will change in December and a leaflet has been left with the bins.
There is a grant available for young athletes with a deadline of 31 December.
County Council news
The A1307 Traffic Survey report has finally been produced in draft form. We are disappointed that
it focuses on the 8-9am peak time rather than a wider spread and understand this will be
addressed at the next stage, which is for Cambridgeshire County Council to commission a study to
draw conclusions from the data and recommend solutions. They do not yet have a timetable for
this. This topic is so important for Horseheath and will be monitored closely by us.
Speeding Control
The District Council will install a second ‘priority give way’ at the west end of the village just down
from the Red Lion but we have yet to receive a programme of works.
Broadband
At the time of writing in mid-November the latest news is that the fibre spine from Linton to
Horseheath is not yet completed, due to the delays with the Cambridge to Linton spine. December
is hoped for as a ‘Go Live’ date but cannot be confirmed. Internet service providers will be given
two weeks’ notice of the ‘Go Live’ date and will be proactive in informing existing customers of
their options to upgrade their services. Leaflets and posters have been requested from the
Connecting Cambridgeshire team for delivery to the village.
Footpaths
The several owners of the land for path no. 15 from Cardinals Green to the A1307 will be asked to
cut back the undergrowth to clear the path.
S106 payments
Section 106 agreements, also known as planning obligations, are agreements between developers
and local planning authorities that are negotiated as part of a condition of planning consent. We
will have about £8000 to spend in Horseheath due to recent house developments and the money
is intended to be used for social and community projects like the Village Hall, parks and open
spaces. We would like to hear any suggestions you may have.
Burial ground access
We will hear in January whether our grant application to construct a reinforced grass layby by the
allotments on the West Wickham Road has succeeded.
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The next meeting will be on Monday 12 January 2015 at 7.45pm in the Village Hall. All welcome.
Stuart Miller, Chairman
T: 893250
E: stuart@stuartmiller.co.uk

1ST HORSEHEATH BROWNIES
We had a good sing at our District Campfire in the middle of September, the girls did a ‘turn’ and
everyone else joined in. It was a good evening and there were hotdogs too.
We have had a busy term so far. Hera and Katie, our Young Leaders, organised a Halloween
party for the Brownies. The girls all had fun and there were nibbles too. To celebrate the
centenary of the First World War the girls all made their own felt poppy to wear. I’m sure for some
it was the first time they had sown anything. The poppies did look smart on their uniforms.
Our unit has a new flag and we have had it dedicated by Revd Graham Ridgwell. Father Graham
came to the unit and held a short service where we renewed our Promise and read, then sang,
The Irish Blessing.
We are now getting ready for our Over 60’s Luncheon. The invitations have been sent out and if
you were lucky to receive one and would like to attend please let us know ASAP if you haven’t
already. We have restricted numbers to 50 this year so you need to reply quickly.
We have started the rehearsals for the party and we almost have enough girls who play musical
instruments to start up our own band. Now wouldn’t that be a thing to behold.
At the end of term we will be enrolling our new starters as well as doing some Christmas crafts. In
the world of Brownies it never stops.
If you would like to put your daughter on our waiting list, as we will still be very full in September,
please register her at www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested. If you would like more information on
what we do or would like to help us with a special skill you may have then please drop Sophie and
I an email.
PAULINE and SOPHIE
E: brownies@horseheath.info

A604 CLUB
We are having our annual Christmas Lunch on Wednesday 3 December at The Rose and Crown
in Haverhill. Our last meeting for 2014 will be on Wednesday 10 December where we will be
having a small Christmas tea party. Our first meeting back in the New Year will be on Wednesday
28 January.
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We would like to wish all our members, old and new, a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year.
See you all in 2015.
CHRISTINE
Secretary/Treasurer

THANK YOU
Christine, Pat, Pauline and Michelle would like to thank all those who supported our MacMillan
Coffee Morning at the end of September. A total of £245 was raised.

HORSEHEATH VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
What a great night the Greek Supper Evening proved to be…! After a week’s manic preparation
everything finally came together and the evening ran like clockwork. I feel it is appropriate to say a
huge thanks to the Village Hall Committee who have worked their little socks off getting the hall
and food ready for the evening; to my OH, David Luckham, who spent several hours setting up the
‘night sky’ and the lighting. What with the fantastic lights and Nita’s amazing Greek columns the
hall was almost unrecognisable! You had to be there!!! I would also like to thank Pauline and
Paul, plus Kirstin Powell who, as always, ended up in the kitchen tackling the enormous piles of
washing up…I think perhaps a dishwasher may be in order before the next supper evening! And
not forgetting Sharon Medcalf who singlehandedly ‘womanned’ the bar for the night! These events
take a lot of planning and an even greater amount of effort to put on – so it is fantastic that they
are so well supported – so my final thanks goes to everyone who came; regulars and newcomers
alike – you will be pleased to know we are already discussing our next venture!
Being suckers for punishment we only have a couple of weeks off until our next event – the
Christmas Market. We have a good number of fabulous stallholders lined up for Saturday 6
December plus Santa and mince pies etc etc etc – Please come along and support the hall and
celebrate the run up to Christmas and perhaps pick up a pressie or two whilst you are there.
And that believe it or not is the end of 2014 for the Village Hall, but things don’t stop there – on
Saturday 24 January we will be hosting the annual Burns Night Celebrations, (so put the date in
your diary and contact Christine to get your tickets) and 2015 will be a Heyday Year…so we will be
round and about with our wheelbarrows collecting for items for the tombola and raffle – oh, the life
of a Village Hall committee member!!
If you think you can bring something to the Village Hall committee please get in touch – we are
always looking for new members! (or even willing washer-uppers!)
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Hope we see you at the hall for the Christmas Market on Saturday 6 December 1pm-5pm

100 Club Winners
October:
November:

Alan Bishop
Gill Daynes

£30.00
£30.00

Lost and Found
One XL bottle green t-shirt, left on a bench in the hall grounds. Also a grey cardigan, size 12,
found in the hall after the Greek night. Both are TU (Sainsbury’s). Please contact Christine if you
are the owner.
Adrienne Powell
Chair – Horseheath Village Hall
01223 891691/07932 360589
Villagehall@horseheath.info
Facebook: Horseheath Village Hall

WEST WICKHAM & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
On Monday 17 November the Club was pleased to welcome the author and broadcaster Caroline
Holmes to talk to us on the Hybridising Genius of Joseph Bory Latour-Marliac who, from his
nursery South of Bergerac in France supplied Monet, William Robinson and Gertrude Jeykll with
waterlilies.
Latour-Marliac was clever in choosing for the site of his nursery, a spot on the bank of the River
Lot with 2 thermal springs. This gave him the opportunity to keep tender varieties of lily and lotus
over the Winter which can be harsh in Mid- France. Caroline is a most interesting speaker and we
are grateful to her for fitting us in to her busy schedule.
Our Christmas meeting will be a Quiz devised by Andrew and Janet Morris on a gardening theme;
there will be wine, mince pies and nibbles and a draw for garden vouchers from Beeches Nursery
of £25 and £15.
Please do come along on 15 December for a really fun evening.
If you prefer to come to just one or two meetings our fee is only £2.00 per visit. I hope to see you
at West Wickham Village Hall, 7:30pm on every third Monday of the month.
Rosemary Yallop
01799 584262
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CASTLE CAMPS C OF E (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL

It has been an exciting and busy few months for our community at Castle Camps Primary School
and it is hard to believe that the term is already drawing to a close. Our new Reception children
are settled in school and it is already time to host the Open Morning for our 2015-16 intake.
Across the school as a whole, the children are happy, engaged in their learning and consequently,
making excellent progress. This success is not only attributable to the hard work of our pupils and
staff, but also to the considerable support we receive from parents and our extended families.
After being at Castle Camps for over a year now, it is evident to me that what sets us apart from
many other schools is the close partnership and shared sense of commitment that exists between
school and home. Our children benefit greatly from being part of such a supportive community
and we, in turn, gain much from the contribution they make to our lives. As a school, we are
always keen to work closely with families and in October, Miss Lucy Smith (Hedgehog Class
teacher/Key Stage 1 Leader), kindly organised two evenings of Family Learning Workshops after
school. These were very well-attended and we have received a number of positive comments
from parents. We are extremely grateful to all our staff for giving up their time to support and lead
these events and look forward to organising similar activities in the future.
The Friends of Castle Camps School are continuing to work tirelessly to raise funds for new
Computing equipment, but as a committee they also fulfil an equally important role by bringing our
whole community closer together through a variety of enjoyable social events. Please check our
website for information regarding upcoming activities, in particular our Winter Fayre, to be held
after school on Friday 28 November. We look forward to seeing you there.
During the Autumn Term, the children have been remembering the lives of people affected by war
as part of a whole school focus on ‘Remembrance’. To support the topic, staff planned a number
of hands on, engaging activities for the children, including a fantastic visit to the Imperial War
Museum at Duxford. During the trip, children in Key Stage 2 participated in a wartime classroom
workshop where they learnt about the experiences of children, particularly evacuees, during World
War 2. The younger pupils in Key Stage 1 enjoyed studying the aircraft within the Airspace,
visiting the Battle of Britain exhibition and taking part in a workshop to build a wooden aeroplane.
In order to make the day as realistic as possible, all the staff and children dressed in 1940’s
clothing and were asked to bring a packed lunch typical of the period. Despite initial concerns
about the “rationing” requirements, the children all adopted the blitz spirit, swapping their usual
lunch for spam sandwiches, rock cakes and apples. Following on from the visit, the class teachers
planned two school-based topic days, where the children tried out WW2 recipes, built an Anderson
Shelter and made ceramic poppies.
It was a great privilege to be invited to participate in the Castle Camps Remembrance Day
Service, led by Reverend Graham Ridgwell, at the War Memorial on Tuesday 11 November.
Joshua and Lucy (pupils from Deer Class) read out the names of the servicemen, as wooden
crosses, one to commemorate each soldier, were placed at the foot of the memorial. We are
grateful to Mrs Lindi Kent for arranging the service and to Mrs Dawn Gouldstone for inscribing the
crosses so beautifully. The service was extremely poignant, not only because of the tremendous
sacrifice the memorial represents, but also because we will shortly be saying goodbye to Father
Graham, who will be leaving our parish this year. Father Graham has been a tremendous
supporter of our school and we shall feel his absence greatly. We send him our very best wishes
for the future and will be remembering him in our thoughts and prayers at school.
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As we move on from this month of Remembrance and busily prepare for Christmas, we should not
lose sight that Advent is also a time for spiritual reflection as well as cheer and anticipation. I hope
that during the inevitable hustle and bustle of the season, we will all be able to set time aside to
relax and reflect, considering the year that has passed and the significance that the Christmas
message has in our own lives.
It seems entirely fitting to end this Christmas article with some joyous news! I am delighted to
inform you that our Deputy Headteacher, Mrs Louise French and her husband, Ed, are expecting
their first child in the spring. We are all looking forward to welcoming Baby French into our
community and I am sure he/she will hold a very special place in our school life and within our
hearts.
On behalf of all the staff, pupils and families at Castle Camps, please accept my very best wishes
for Christmas and the year ahead.
Miss Alexandra O’Connor
Headteacher

CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE
IT is the time of year when we’re enjoying a tipple with friends, cooking heaps of delicious food
and decking the halls.
The fire service has these messages to make sure your festive cheer doesn’t go up in smoke:





Kitchens are a fire hotspot, so take care while cooking festive fancies. Never leave
cooking unattended and turn off appliances when not in use.
Switch off fairy lights and unplug them before you go to bed or leave the house. Make sure
they confirm to the British Standard and never overload plug sockets.
Be careful when drinking alcohol while smoking or cooking.
Finally, make sure you have a working smoke alarm which is correctly fitted and works.
And NEVER take the batteries out to power presents!

To find out if you are eligible for a free home fire safety check, call 0800 917 99 94. Find us on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram @cambsfrs.

9

BRING SOME COLOUR INTO YOUR WINTER!
There is still room for a few more budding artists to join the next

WATERCOLOUR PAINTING COURSE
Newcomers will be welcomed by our small, existing group of friendly people
for the next Watercolour Painting Course, due to take place at Horseheath
Village Hall for the six Monday mornings 2 February to 9 March 2015
inclusive, 10am – 1pm.
The Course, under the guidance of experienced tutor/watercolour painter
Susan Mackenzie, is primarily designed for those with some previous
knowledge of watercolour painting, but Susan is always happy to help the
less knowledgeable get up to speed, so don’t be put off if you haven’t lifted a
paintbrush in years!
Numbers are kept to a maximum of ten students so that everyone can
receive plenty of individual attention, which means prior registration will be
necessary.
To register, or simply to request further details, please contact:
SUSAN MACKENZIE on 01223 891521/ 07804 963368 or email:
sjhmac2@yahoo.co.uk

Seasons Greeting to all our
readers and contributors.
Without you there wouldn’t be
The Venture
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ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS
FOR

PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATION APPLICATIONS
NEW PROPERTIES, EXTENSIONS, LOFT CONVERSIONS ETC
CONTACT US now to arrange a FREE on-site meeting at your
convenience to discuss your project.
ELY DESIGN GROUP
‘Architecture By Professionals’
www.elydesigngroup.co.uk/vm.php
Tel: 01353 649649 Mob: 07939 158482
mail@elydesigngroup.co.uk

A J PEST CONTROL
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Commercial, Domestic & Agricultural Pest Control
Wasps
Hornets
Flies
Bird Control Mice & Rats
Squirrels
Rabbits
Fleas
Bed Bugs
Ants
Cockroaches, etc

Andrew Gillings
01223 914004 or 07855 478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
andrewgillings28@btinternet.com
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Window Cleaning Services
Mark and Ray of KLEEN Windows are
currently in your area. If you would like
a free quotation, please phone us for
a friendly and reliable service

KLEEN
Tree View, 14 Hanchett End
Haverhill CB9 7GE
Tel: 01440 707276 or
07981 079183
Window Cleaning – Gutters – PVC frames
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VILLAGE DIARY
November

30

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison

December

1
3
6
7

Black bin collection
A604 Club Christmas lunch
Christmas Market
Over 60’s Christmas Luncheon,12.00 Horseheath Village Hall,
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Christingle Service, All Saints Church, 3.30pm
Green and Blue bin collection
A604 Club Members Christmas Tea
Tea & Chat, at Alan and Audrie’s
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Holy Eucharist, 10am Shudy Camps Church
Black bin collection
West Wickham & District Gardening Club – Christmas Quiz
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Christmas : CONGREGATION
Carol Service, 10am Castle Camps Church
Blue bin collection
Christmas Carol Service, 6pm, Horseheath Church
1st Mass of Christmas, 10am, Shudy Camps Church
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Holy Eucharist, 10am Castle Camps Church
NO bin collection

8
10
14
15
21
22
24
25
28
29
January

26
28

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Sunday Club, 10am Horseheath Church
Black bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Holy Eucharist, 10am Castle Camps Church
Green and Blue bin collection
Horseheath Parish Council meeting, 7.45pm
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Holy Eucharist, 10am, Horseheath Church
Black bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Holy Eucharist, 10am Shudy Camps Church
Blue bin collection
A604 Club restarts for 2015

1
2
8
9
15
16
23

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Black bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
Green and Blue bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
Black bin collection
Blue bin collection

4
5
11
12
18
19
25

February

16

