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FROM THE EDITOR
Did anyone see the eclipse? I looked out for it but didn’t see a thing so I think it forgot to happen
over Horseheath! The pictures on the TV were good and some friends in Linton said that it got
colder when it happened but I’ll never know if they are telling the truth as I didn’t experience it.
The nights are drawing out now and the weather is warming up, well it is sometimes. There are
buds on the trees and the daffodils are out. It will soon be time for tulips, followed by roses .....
I do wonder why I bother with the Venture, no one ever comments on its content or even suggest
something new to put in. Even when we ask if someone would like to take over from me as Editor
the only offer I get is someone to ‘check it’ after I’ve typed it, which isn’t what this Editor does.
This Editor collects the items, types them into The Venture and then it gets checked prior to
printing and distribution.
Don’t forget to let me have anything you would like included in the June/July 2015 issue please let
The Editor by 16 May 2015 at the very latest.
Articles can be emailed to:
venture@horseheath.info. To advertise your business please contact the Venture Team on 01223
891086 for more details.

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
Two fundraising events to look forward to on Saturday 11 April we have an evening of
entertainment in the Church “Casa Margaritas” a story told in English with singing and music in
Spanish tickets are £12.00 to include light refreshments available from Horseheath Post Office,
Pat Smith 892484 or Mary Walters 07751 890044.
Looking forward to summer we have our annual Garden Party in the grounds of Hartford House on
Saturday 16 May 2pm to 4pm. Usual Stalls and by popular demand we have invited back our duo
from last year to entertain us with their music all we need now is for the sun to shine. Donations to
the Bric a Brac, Raffle, Books Cakes (on the day) and Plant Stall can be left in Church Porch on
Friday 15 May. Please do come and support these events.
Other dates for your diary:
Tea and Chat returns to the Church on 15 April, 13 May and 10 June 2.30pm to 4pm .
Sunday Club 3 May and 7 June in Church 10am, a All Children Welcome.
AGM Wednesday 1 April 7.30pm in Church. If you would like to become a member of the
Parochial Church Council (PCC) you would be very warmly welcomed we meet approximately four
times a year or should you have a little time to spare then our church cleaning and flower rota
would welcome you. Please contact Pat or Judith.
Looking forward to meeting you at our events
Pat & Judith
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Church Flowers and Cleaning
Date
Cleaning and Flowers
April
5
Easter Day - CONGREGATION
12
Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
19
Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
26
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
May
3
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
10
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
17
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
24
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
31
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
June
7
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
14
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley

REMEMBERED…..
Mr Frank Walters, Sheddes, Cardinals Green, Horseheath
Mrs Joan Andres, late of The Retreat, Horseheath
Mrs Kath Ambridge, 3 Cornish Close, Horseheath
Mr Eric Buckle, Meleric, Cardinals Green Horseheath
We send our deepest sympathy to the family of the dearly departed and we are thinking of them in
our prayers.

HORSEHEATH PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting was held on Monday 9 March in the Village Hall. In attendance were the Parish Clerk
Bernard Yallop and our District Councillor Richard Barrett.
County Council news
Our District Councillor for the last 10 years, Richard Barrett, is not standing for re-election in May.
We thank him for his good advice and hard work on our behalf.
He asked about reactions to the revised blue/green bins collection and the Christmas
arrangements. Do let us know of any problems and we will pass them on.
Broadband
BT told us in late February that the village is now connected to fibre cable and early reports are
that excellent speeds are reported, with over 30 megs in Cardinals Green. The speeds are
entirely dependent on the distance from the green cabinet opposite Manor Farm. We have been
surprised that BT, as the contractor, has not contacted households as agreed. We have put a
note onto the village website and mailed a list of 50 parishioners but please do spread the word.
S106 money
We have received some money from Section 106 agreements between developers and local
planning authorities that are negotiated as part of a condition of planning consent. We are starting
with these 4 projects:
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-

planters in the playground to grow edible plants and encourage children to be
responsible for growing food and eating healthily
a cover for the sandpit in the playground
renewal of the fence by the cricket field including 2 sets of steps
spring bulb planting in Horseheath and Cardinal’s Green

Burial ground access
We were not successful with our grant application to construct a reinforced grass layby by the
allotments on the West Wickham Road. We will now try to build this into our budget for next year.
Allotment
An allotment has become vacant up on the corner of Allington Terrace in Cardinal’s Green.
Please contact our clerk Bernard Yallop on bernard.yallop@tiscali.com.
Transport Directory
There are copies of a new South Cambs. travel directory in the Post Office.
Parish Council elections
The four year term for Parish Councillors is up this May and I would again like to encourage
villagers to get in touch if they would like to put themselves up for election, particularly as we have
not had a Parish council election in Horseheath for 24 years and have co-opted most of the current
Council.
Annual Parish Meeting
This is reminder to come to the Annual Parish Meeting on 24 April in The Village Hall and have
your say on any village issue and hear the latest on the A1307. Last year we had a massive
turnout of over 80 people to discuss the duelling of the A1307 and other transport ideas, an issue
far from over.
The next meeting will be on Monday 11 May 2015 at 7.45pm in the Village Hall. All welcome.
Stuart Miller, Chairman
T: 893250
E: stuart@stuartmiller.co.uk

1ST HORSEHEATH BROWNIES
We have just returned from our annual Brownie Holiday to the Jarman Centre. The weather
wasn’t as warm as last year but we didn’t have rain or even snow, which was great as we could
then have some activities outside.
The Brownies completed their Cooks, Brownie Holiday and Seasons interest badges as well as
the Girlguiding Cambridgeshire East Arts 4 All Challenge badge, some Brownies who were
attending their third holiday also completed their Advanced Brownie Holiday badge. The girls also
enjoyed a campfire on Friday night with Balsham Rainbows and a picnic trail for lunch on
Saturday. The Brownies and Rainbows also made a Mothering Sunday card as a joint activity
together.
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On Sunday the girls decorated a sponge cake to give to their Mothers and even decorated the
cake box too. They also made ribbon rosette badges, and popcorn bird-feeders for the garden.
If you would like to put your daughter on our waiting list, as we will still be very full in September,
please register her at www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested. If you would like more information on
what we do or would like to help us with a special skill you may have then please drop Sophie and
I an email.
PAULINE and SOPHIE
E: brownies@horseheath.info

A604 CLUB
At the beginning of February we held our AGM and it was decided that we would meet once a
month on the first Wednesday.
At the March meeting we went to Sturmer Nurseries for lunch, it was very enjoyable. Has anyone
been to the Tea Rooms? It is well worth a look.
Mrs Puskin Gowlett, from Linton, is coming to our April meeting and in May we will be having a
Fish and Chip lunch.
The Committee remains unchanged with Mr Don Harvey as Chairman, Mrs Nanette Blackmore as
vice chair, Mrs Christine Newman as Secretary/Treasurer, Mrs Heather Mizon, Mrs Jean Brown
and Mrs Ann Harvey.
We are sorry to have lost one of our founding members, Mrs Eric Buckle, on 14 March, we send
our condolences to Mary, Young Eric and Gillian, we are thinking of them in our prayers.
We are always looking for new members if you are over 50 years and interested please ring Don
on 01223 893428.
CHRISTINE
Secretary/Treasurer

HORSEHEATH VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
The best laid plans of mice and men (and the village hall committee!) eh…?
Unfortunately, we have had to cancel our children’s Mad Hatters Tea Party this month owing to a
clash of dates with another function locally – we are also unable to go ahead with the Halloween
disco this year owing to our DJ having taken an alternative booking  - Nevermind, we are looking
at an alternative date for our disco and are looking forward instead to our 2015 Heyday to be held
on 20 June this year.
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We are actively seeking quotes for our remedial works to the village hall – we need quotes from
painters to paint the interior of the hall, plus quotes to repair/replace our facia boards as they are in
a poor state at the moment. We are also looking at carrying out the refurbishment works on our
bathrooms and we are in the middle of getting quotes in to do the works. If you are interested in
quoting for any of the above please get in touch at villagehall@horseheath.info and we can
arrange to meet you at the hall.
We have been very fortunate to receive a legacy in the will of the late Rex Broadberry - which is
greatly received and for which we are extremely grateful… we are putting this towards the works
on the facia boards – which was a job we weren’t expecting to have to carry out.
Outside, we will soon be having a raised herb bed in the village hall grounds funded by the S106
money available to the Parish council who are also funding a fixed lid for our sandpit to keep it
covered when not in use.
Our next event at the hall is the quiz night – so I hope to see you all there in your teams ready to
compete to be ‘the Brains of Horseheath!’
If you are looking for something interesting to do – have you considered joining the village hall
committee – if you are interested please get in touch via the email address above and perhaps
come along to a meeting to see what you think!
Adrienne Powell
Chair – Horseheath Village Hall
01223 891691/07932 360589
Villagehall@horseheath.info
Facebook: Horseheath Village Hall
100 Club
In the February/March issue of The Venture you would have found application forms for the Village
Hall Social Club, £8.00 per year, and 100 Club, £12.00 per year.
There is still chance to join, please pop the forms and payment through my letterbox, address on
the form, or hand into the Post Office.
Winners
February:
March:

Matt Cowell
Jamie Perry

£30.00
£30.00

Christine Newman
Treasurer

CASTLE CAMPS C OF E (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL
After a peaceful half term break, we returned to school in February refreshed and well-prepared for
the term ahead. Spring seems to have arrived now and we hope the sunshine continues, so we
can begin to enjoy our beautiful school grounds to the full. The signs of new life are indeed all
around us. In Hedgehog Class, we are anticipating the arrival of our Easter chicks. There is a
strong possibility that the eagerly awaited hatchlings, will be sharing a birthday with our Deputy
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Headteacher’s baby, who is also due to arrive at the end of March. I look forward to informing you
of both happy events in my next article.
The week Monday 9 – Friday 13 March we celebrated Science Week in school. On Monday, the
children were treated to a fabulous visit from the Zoo Lab, where they learnt about ‘Charles Darwin
and the Voyage of the Beagle’, ‘The Rainforest’ and ‘Wriggly Creatures’. During the workshops,
we were all introduced to a selection of exotic animals, including: a tarantula; a rather sinisterlooking white rat; and a large corn snake, called Colin. As you have probably guessed, the
children were far more enthusiastic about the animal visitors than I was and it was rather
disconcerting to have to share my office on Monday with an enormous arachnid and her equally
intimidating friends. I am sure you will appreciate my sense of relief when we moved away from
Zoology and towards a Chemistry focus on Thursday. It was indeed a delight to welcome back the
Mad Science Team, who ran activities on ‘Mixing Materials’, ‘Dry Ice’ and ‘Slime’. The children
were very excited to take home their very own pot of green slime on Thursday afternoon, although
our parents did appear slightly less keen. Of course, March is also when the University of
Cambridge celebrates its Science Festival and this year we were privileged to receive in school Dr
Lisa Jardine-Wright, an astrophysicist, who delivered a fascinating presentation on Astronomy.
The children were enthralled by Dr Jardine-Wright’s talk and I have since noticed that my display
of solar system books in the library has disappeared and along with it, any additional texts relating
to astronauts, rockets and space travel.
As I have mentioned in my previous articles, we are continuing to promote and develop our
children’s love of literature. At Castle Camps, we believe that reading for pleasure is not only an
intrinsic good in its own right, but as our Science Week has proved, it can also foster and enhance
children’s learning across the curriculum. I am delighted to report that our recently established
library has proved extremely popular with pupils and staff alike, and it is a pleasure to see so many
children attending Library Club each day. At the moment, books about aeroplanes, World War 2
and the Titanic seem to be particular favourites. It is always a joy to hear the children reading
aloud to one another and sharing their obvious enthusiasm for books. For those of us that grew
up before the age of Kindles and iPads and were fortunate enough to have a local library to visit, it
may come as a surprise that some children have not had the opportunity to visit a library before. It
is wonderful to observe how much these children have gained from our own little library and
confirmed my belief that it was a thoroughly worthwhile investment.
As the Easter Term reaches its close, we are focused on preparing for the new challenges and
adventures ahead. I am delighted to report that Miss Lucy Smith has taken over as Acting Deputy
Headteacher for the duration of Mrs French’s maternity leave and we have welcomed Mr Tom
Ashford into our school, as the new teacher for Rabbit Class. Our pupils in Year 6 will be revising
for their SATs exams, attending the residential trip and visiting their secondary schools. The new
Reception intake will be joining Hedgehog Class for ‘Stay and Play’ activities very soon. Class
teachers will be busy preparing their end of year reports and planning for a smooth transition for
the children as they move up to their new classes. In spite of all the hard work that inevitably
takes place in the run up to the end of any academic year, we will also take time to enjoy the
summer and the wonderful learning opportunities it presents. Every season is unique in its own
way. However, the summer months, when the children can swim in the pool, play on the grass
and enjoy our enviable outdoor environment, are moments not to be missed. It is our intention and
hope, that the pupils here will carry these happy memories of Castle Camps with them, as they
move on to secondary school and forward in to their adult lives.
Miss Alexandra O’Connor
Headteacher
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THE BIG PAINTING CHALLENGE
For those of you who have been watching ‘The Big Painting Challenge’ on BBC1 on a Sunday
evening might like to know that we have, in Horseheath, our own painting challenge in the Village
Hall.
The challenge is more to convert water colours from the paint box and create works of art on a
paper under the experienced tutelage of Susan Mackenzie.
To attempt this we meet in Horseheath Village Hall for three hours on a Monday from 10am to
1pm. All are welcome, whatever your ability from complete novices onwards.
Now how many of you have a paint box of water colours tucked away in a cupboard gathering dust
and have an urge to use them but need some help? How many of you just want to have a go but
lack the knowhow? Well now is your chance to learn how to do it. Do come and have a go.
Our next course isn’t until 1 June but it is worth enquiring about now to make sure you get a place!
And if you need any materials Sue will be able to get them for you at a good reduction.
Please email enquiries to Susan at sjhmac2@yahoo.co.uk or if you get stuck try me at
p.fairey@btinternet.com.
PETER FAIREY – I’m one of those splashing the paint about a bit!
01223 894998

WEST WRATTING ARTS COLLECTIVE
AUTUMN EXHIBITION 10TH AND 11TH OCTOBER 2015
CALL FOR ARTISTS: Following last year’s success, we are delighted to announce our 2015
Autumn exhibition featuring artists working in a range of media including watercolour, oils,
charcoal, acrylics, linocut, fine art photography and solar plate printmaking. Venue: West
Wratting Village Hall 79 High Street West Wratting. If you are interested in exhibiting with us or
need more information, please contact Jan Cassidy on 01223 893818 email: jancassidy.co.uk or
Colin McCall on 01223 290046 email: sisse.mccall@googlemail.com.
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE
How many times have you tested your smoke alarm since the start of 2015? If the answer is zero,
please go and do it now! We’re asking residents to test their smoke alarms every month – mark it
in your diary and make sure you press the button.
If you have young children, then why not devise a fun game to get them involved in testing the
smoke alarms in the household? If you can’t quite reach it, then use a broom handle to press the
test button.
Don’t forget to also test the smoke alarms of those you love. If you have an elderly or vulnerable
relative, friend or neighbour, pop by and make sure they have a working smoke alarm. If you think
someone is vulnerable and could be at a higher risk if a fire broke out in their home, then please
call us on 0800 917 9994 and we can provide advice and support.
Log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk for the latest incidents, news and safety advice. Find us on
Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.
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ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS
FOR

PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATION APPLICATIONS
NEW PROPERTIES, EXTENSIONS, LOFT CONVERSIONS ETC
CONTACT US now to arrange a FREE on-site meeting at your
convenience to discuss your project.
ELY DESIGN GROUP
‘Architecture By Professionals’
www.elydesigngroup.co.uk/vm.php
Tel: 01353 649649 Mob: 07939 158482
mail@elydesigngroup.co.uk

A J PEST CONTROL
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Commercial, Domestic & Agricultural Pest Control
Wasps
Hornets
Flies
Bird Control Mice & Rats
Squirrels
Rabbits
Fleas
Bed Bugs
Ants
Cockroaches, etc

Andrew Gillings
01223 914004 or 07855 478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
andrewgillings28@btinternet.com
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Window Cleaning Services
Mark and Ray of KLEEN Windows are
currently in your area. If you would like
a free quotation, please phone us for
a friendly and reliable service

KLEEN
Tree View, 14 Hanchett End
Haverhill CB9 7GE
Tel: 01440 707276 or
07981 079183
Window Cleaning – Gutters – PVC frames
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VILLAGE DIARY
March

29
30

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Black bin collection

April

1

A604 Club – Puskin Gowlett
PCC AGM, Horseheath Church, 7pm
Church Flowers and Cleaning – CONGREGATION
Green and Blue bin collection
Casa Margria, All Saints Church Horseheath
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
Black bin collection
Tea & Chat, Horseheath Church, 2.30-4pm
Save the Children Quiz Night, Balsham Church Institute, 7.30pm
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
Green and Blue bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Black bin Collection

5
7
11
12
13
15
17
19
20
26
27
May

3
5
6
10
11
13
15
16
17
18
24
26
31

June

1
3
7
8
10
14
15

September 13
26

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Sunday Club, Horseheath Church, 10am
Green and Blue bin collection
A604 Club – Fish & Chips
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Black bin collection
Parish Council Meeting
Tea & Chat, Horseheath Church, 2.30-4pm
Village Hall Quiz
Church Fete, Hartford House 2-4pm
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Green and Blue bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Black bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Green and Blue bin collection
A604 Club
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Sunday Club, Horseheath Church, 10am
Black bin collection
Tea & Chat, Horseheath Village Hall, 2.30-4pm
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Green and Blue bin collection
Village Hall Treasurer Hunt
Curry Night at Horseheath Village Hall
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