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FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Produce update – broad beans are delicious, potatoes are tiny. No cucumbers to eat yet but the plants are 
doing well both inside the greenhouse and in the garden. Tomatoes are looking good too. Sweetcorn plants 
are growing but very slowly. They are half the size they were last year but that might be due to location so 
I’m not sure if I will be having any when I get home from camp at the beginning of August but you never 
know. My runner beans are also doing well, I have at least two plants per cane and most of them are at the 
top of the pole now, there is also lots of flowers so it could be a bumper crop. 
 
Did anyone else experience ‘flying ant day’ today (16th)? We had them all up the side of the house, on the 
block paving and flying about. It doesn’t happen very often, flying ant day, but it is strange to see. They 
usually come out when there is a thunderstorm, which we haven’t had in ages despite the lovely weather 
men telling us they are about and we’ll be experience it. I do love a good storm, it really does clear the air 
and make everything seem fresh and clean. 
 
I hope you all have a good holiday during the summer and if the weather turns out to not be what you 
wanted, there is always tomorrow for the chance of sunshine. 
 
Don’t forget to let me have anything you would like included in the October/November 2019 issue please let 
The Editor by 16 September 2019 at the very latest. Articles can be emailed to: venture@horseheath.info. 
To advertise your business please contact the Venture Team on 01223 891086 for more details. 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Friends 
 
As I sit down to write this the sun is shining but according to my weather app we are expecting rain at about 
3pm; a fairly normal mix of British summer weather. Many of you will also be getting ready for your holidays 
or you might even be on holiday reading this on a sunny beach in some far-flung country where the weather 
is more predictable than here.  
 
Today there is an enormous choice of holiday destinations and types of holidays. Whether your idea of a 
holiday is laying on the beach turning a shade of golden brown (or red); or something active like hiking, 
riding or fishing, or visiting Galleries, museums and ruins; or painting or wine tasting your choice can now be 
fulfilled. But if the destinations and types of the holidays we take have changed has the basic idea behind 
the holiday changed? 
 
From its origin the holiday was just a Holy Day a religious festival when work was suspended so that people 
could take part in religious observances and also the associated celebrations, which might be fairs, feasts, 
processions or just general partying. Certainly there are differences between that sort of Holy Day and the 
modern package holiday - our holidays are not determined by saints’ days, they are not normally just one 
day and they normally have the sense of going somewhere else. They should involve some break from 
work, some enjoyment, some amusement and fun. What can make the difference between a Holy Day and a 
Holiday is the attitude in which we undertake it.   
 
One way to think of the possible differences of attitude is to think whether there is any spiritual dimension to 
the holidays we take, and by that I don’t mean are we spending our time in churches or temples or by 
reading improving theological books rather than the latest airport blockbuster. No, it’s whether we find in our 
holiday something of the presence of God renewing us and recreating us. That renewal can happen either 
on a lounger by the pool, on a hike in the wilderness or plunging down a roller coaster. It probably won’t be 
there if the holiday is just another part of the consumer society that we feel we have to take part in, if the 
value of the holiday is measured by the amount we spend, the distance we travel or the number of weeks 
we are able to spend away. To put it simply, whether you’re in the back garden on the other side of the world 
or on a rainy camp site, does your holiday consists of Holy Days not just a tourist package or a vacation  
 
Love and prayers 

 
Ian Fisher (Team Vicar) ian.fisher@btclick.com,01799 585977 
 

mailto:venture@horseheath.info
mailto:ian.fisher@btclick.com
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, HORSEHEATH 
 
Let us first apologise for the overgrown churchyard, this was due to a misunderstanding between the South 
Cambridgeshire contractor and the Parish Council designated plots to conserve the rare species of plants. 
Following a meeting on site between all concerned the matter has now been resolved and will be overseen 
by the Landscape Officer at South Cambs to prevent this happening again. 
 
A big thank you to all who helped in anyway to make our Garden Party, held in church this year due to the 
weather, so successful. A sum of £490 was raised for the upkeep of our church. The next fundraising event 
is our Harvest Sunday Lunch to be held on the 28 October 2019, 12.30 for 1pm in the Village Hall tickets to 
co-ordinate numbers will be available at the beginning of October.  
 
Childrens Sunday Club – is held on the 1st Sunday of every month 10am to 11am in Church. 
 
Tea & Chat – There is no meeting in August but will resume Wednesday 18 September in Church 2.30pm to 
4pm. 
 
Enjoy your summer and we look forward to meeting you at one of our events. 
 
Should you have time to spare to join our Church cleaning and Flower rota that please contact Pat on 
892484   
 
Pat Smith & Judith Jolley, Church Wardens 
 
Church Flowers and Cleaning 

Date  Cleaning and Flowers 
 28 Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson 
August 4 Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley 
 11 Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley 
 18 Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone 
 25 Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone 
September 1 Mrs Townrow & Miss Newman 
 8 Mrs Townrow & Mis Newman 
 15 Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler 
 22 Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler 
 29 Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison 
October 6 Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison 

 
 
 
 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH, CASTLE CAMPS 
 
Bode Celebrations 2019 
In 1968 John E Bode, the then vicar of Castle Camps, wrote the well-loved hymn ‘Jesus I have Promised’. 
To commemorate this 150 year anniversary we have a whole year of celebratory events plant through to 
October 2019. 
 
August event 
Saturday 24 August we will be hosting a garden party, 2.30-5.30pm in the grounds of Breghane Hall, Castle 
Camps. 
 
Breghane Hall used to be the old Vicarage and home of J E Bode and will be an opportunity to see where 
our famous hymn was composed. A true piece of English history. Many thanks to Shaun and Elizabeth 
Browne for their generosity in hosting. 
 
This is a ticketed event priced at £10 per person with children under 10 going free. Tickets available from 
Lindi Kent 01799 583129. 
 
David Neal & Patricia Haylock, Church Wardens 
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ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH, SHUDY CAMPS 
 

Thanks to everyone who came to St Mary’s Village Café Church on 15 June; it was good so many people 
dropped in. Although not a fundraising activity £123 was nonetheless made which will be put to the future 
cost of running the Café. There is a bit of a gap now until the next one on Saturday 23 November as a 
number of other events will be taking place. 
 
The Annual St Mary’s Day Bring and Share Lunch will be held on Sunday 8 September after the 11am 
service. Anyone wishing to come for the lunch but not the service is most welcome to do so. There is usually 
loads of food, so you won’t miss your Sunday roast. 
 
Rather more prosaically, we are having a Working Party from 10am on Friday 9 August to do some of the 
tidying and cleaning jobs round the church we have been putting off. If you would like to help with this, 
please just turn up. Tackling practical tasks together often provides the opportunity for a good chat with 
friends and there will be refreshments. 
 
Looking further forward, the Annual Harvest Supper will be held in the Church at 7pm on Saturday 5 
October. Further details will follow, but do make a note of this in your diary now as places are limited. 
Tickets will again be excellent value at £12.50. 
 
Looking even further forward, the annual Christmas Event will be held on Saturday 14 December. We are 
hoping this will take the form of a professionally delivered concert of the kind which has been enjoyed in past 
years and will provide stiffer competition for the final of Strictly Come Dancing, should the BBC be so unwise 
as to air it on the same evening as happened last year. 
 
The short candlelit summer evening Service of Compline that we have held in Shudy in previous years will 
be taking place again at 7.30pm on each Sunday from 21 July to 25 August. This is an opportunity to 
prepare reflectively for the demands of the forthcoming week to which everyone is warmly invited. 
 
Finally, another very big “thank you” to everyone who helps maintain the church and churchyard- what you 
do is most sincerely appreciated. 
 
Andrew Webb, Church Warden 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HORSEHEATH PARISH COUNCIL 
www.horseheath.info 

Facebook: @horseheath 
 
A Parish Council meeting was held on Monday 8 July in the Village Hall. In attendance were our Parish 
Clerk Melanie Laing and our District Councillor Geoffrey Harvey. 
 
Co-option – As stated in the last issue of The Venture the resignation of Richard Southwell created a 
vacancy on the Parish Council. We were pleased to co-opt Nichola Murray to fill this vacancy. 
 
District Council news – www.scambs.gov.uk: cllr.harvey@scambs.gov.uk 
Greater Cambridge Partnership – current discussions are about the siting of a park and ride site at Four 
Went Ways suitable for the A11. This will ultimately be an important stop on the proposed Cambridge 
Autonomous Metro.  
New local plan – consultation on the next local plan start in the autumn. 
 
Planning 
Extension at The Retreat, Haverhill Road – advised support  
Retention of outbuildings, Horseheath Lodge Farm – advised support 
Certificate of Lawful Development – Lyndale Cottage, Haverhill Road has been declined 
 

http://www.horseheath.info/
http://www.scambs.gov.uk/
mailto:cllr.harvey@scambs.gov.uk
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We await decisions from South Cambs on: 
New vehicular access, Church Farm 
Variations of conditions at the Stables, Haverhill Road  
 
Carbon Neutral Fund – discussion occurred about an application on behalf of the Village Hall to consider 
low carbon energy sources. 
 
Local Highways Initiative – Our 2019 application will be for a reduced speed limit and traffic calming 
measures along West Wickham Road. 
 
Tree Warden – Thanks to Nita Miller for fulfilling this role over the last 15 years; Nichola Murray has taken 
on this position supported by Terry Mundy. 
 
Tree Charter Day 30 November - we aim to plant trees in an appropriate location on. More details soon. 
 
VE day 75th anniversary – the Parish Council will support the Church and Village Hall in commemorating 
the 75th anniversary of VE day on 8 May 2020. 
 
Maintenance – we continue to chase individual items, but encourage people to complain independently to 
Cambs County Council at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk where there is a “report a highways fault” form. We 
understand there is a greater likelihood of action with more public complaints. 
 
Procedures – A new set of Standing Orders and Policies will be adopted and published soon. The Annual 
Return is complete and available on the website. 
 
Meetings – The Parish Council sends representatives to: 

• The A1307 Local Liaison Forum - advising on transport improvements through the Greater 

Cambridge Partnership 

• Combined Parishes Meeting – with District and County Councillors and Council Officers 

• A1307 Village Forum – a combined meeting of the eight parishes along the A1307 

• Haverhill Area Forum – villages around Haverhill along with Town Councillors 

Reminders 
Allotments – there is a vacant allotment at Alington Terrace, Cardinals Green. Please contact the Clerk if 
you are interested. 
 
Defibrillators – These are now active; one is outside the Village Hall and the other by the notice board in 
Cardinals Green. A training session for local residents was held in mid-July; both defibrillators have been 
commissioned and can be used. Access is via a code gained by dialling 999; instructions are on the 
defibrillator cabinets. 
 
Speedwatch team More volunteers are sought – training is provided. Please contact 
john.mileshpc@gmail.com.  
 
The next meeting will be on Monday 9 September at 7.45pm in the Village Hall. All welcome. 
 
John Howard, Chair 
t: 892001  e: johnHHPC@gmail.com 
Clerk: Mel Laing – horseheathpc@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

1ST HORSEHEATH BROWNIES 
 

What a busy term we have had this summer. It started with welcoming Ruby and Violet and ended with 
Rudy, Violet and Freya making their Brownie Promise, but we also said ‘goodbye’ to Ilana and Sophie who 
have moved up to 1st Linton Guides. Also this term we have attended the District campfire in Newmarket, 
the Strawberry Evening in Linton and had fun with water games and played Twister too. 
 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
mailto:john.mileshpc@gmail.com
mailto:johnHHPC@gmail.com
mailto:horseheathpc@gmail.com
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We will also have something to celebrate at the start of next term, four Brownies have achieved their “Take 
Action” theme award. This means that they have completed at least one interested badge in the theme, 
completed a skills builder in the theme (we all did Make Change) and have completed four hours in unit 
meeting activities in the theme. Hopefully we can get another two or three to complete it as well so we have 
a meeting with lots of cake! 
 
Horseheath Brownies is 50 years old in October so we will be planning a party combined with a recruitment 
drive to see if we can get more Brownies, we will be down to eight in September. So if you would like to 
come along and give Brownies a try please do get in touch all you need to be is over 7 years old and free on 
a Wednesday.  
 
PAULINE, KATIE, and LAURENÉ 
brownies@horseheath.info  
www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/ 
 
 
 
 

HORSEHEATH VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 
Hello from the village hall 
 
We have had a very busy few months preparing for our heyday which we ran on Saturday 13 July. We were 
so lucky with the weather and it was a great afternoon. A huge thank you to all our sponsors, donators and 
especially to all our volunteers on the day who worked tirelessly to ensure the fete ran smoothly. With only 5 
of us in the committee it is always difficult to know exactly how to manage everything and some areas do not 
run to plan. We had issues with electrics, where to place the stalls!! What the weather will like, should we put 
gazebos up or not! Having enough! So the extra help was fantastic and we felt a great community spirit. We 
all agreed it was a great success and attendance was good with the help from West Wickham Karate Club 
who performed an excellent demonstration and Alison Dando's School of Dance who entertained us for the 
second half of the fete. It was lovely to see the field buzzing with families. We managed to raise just under 
£2000 which will go towards our renovation plans for the hall. We hope in August to start these renovations 
with updating the bar. 
 
Our next event is the children's Halloween Disco on Friday 1 November, then our quiz night on Friday 29 
November. We are also thinking of running a craft and farmers market in the winter on a Saturday afternoon 
so if anyone would like to sell their wares on a stall drop us a line. 
 
If anyone would like to join us on the committee we are a friendly bunch and you would be very welcome. 
Don't forget to book the hall for any parties or events. 
 
On a sombre note, unfortunately someone is using the back field to the hall by the "kissing gate” to dump 
their grass cuttings. This field is owned by the County Council and we could be charged for this grass to be 
taken away. We are privileged to be able to use this field and our caretaker Malcolm cuts it regularly to keep 
it nice for us all. If the culprit is spotted "dumping" the grass they will be reported. Please use your green bin 
for your grass cuttings. 
 
Many thanks again to all our community for supporting us. Look forward to seeing you all at our upcoming 
events. 
 
100 Club Winners 
 

June:  Alan Bishop, Horseheath  £30.00 
July:  John Greenwood, Horseheath  £30.00 
Heyday: Peter Fairey, Horseheath  £150.00 

 
Many thanks for your continual support 
 
Mel - Chairperson 
Villagehall@horseheath.info 

mailto:brownies@horseheath.info
http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/
mailto:Villagehall@horseheath.info
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A604 CLUB 
 
Since the last Venture we have been to Impington Mill. We had good weather and the hospitality was good, 
with coffee, cake and biscuits. We were able to sit in or walk around the gardens which were themed and 
colour orientated. 
 
The mill is in the process of being renovated and refurbished but is well worth a visit, which you have to 
book in advance. 
 
Our August meeting is at Ashdon Museum, we will meet at 2.30pm if you would like to join us 
 
If anyone would like to know more information about the A604 Club or even just visit us one month then call 
Denny on 01223 890875 or Don on 01223 892584. 
 
CHRISTINE  
Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 

WEST WICKHAM & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB ANNUAL SHOW 
 
West Wickham & District Gardening Club will be holding its Annual Show in August. We hope you can be 
challenged into entering some exhibits or by coming and seeing how well your friends and neighbours have 
done. There is a wide variety of classes we hope will interest you – vegetables & fruit; cut flowers & pot 
plants; classes just for children; cooking & jam making and photography. There is prize money and cups to 
be won. Anyone from villages neighbouring West Wickham without Horticultural Societies of their own can 
enter, so we would welcome exhibits from people living in Horseheath. 
 
The show is on SATURDAY 24 AUGUST at WEST WICKHAM VILLAGE HALL, opening at 2.30pm with 
the prize giving at 3.30pm, followed by an auction of produce. Tea and cakes will be available in the 
afternoon and there will also be a raffle and an auction of produce. Exhibits in all classes except 
photography can be brought to the hall between 9.30 and 11.30am. Exhibits in the photography classes 
must be entered by 14 August.  
 
Full details, show schedules and entry forms are available from: 
Andrew Morris, 21 High Street, West Wickham, Cambridge CB21 4RY. 
Tel: 01223 290863. 
Email: morrisandrew203@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE MEADOW SCHOOL, BALSHAM 
 
This summer term has been the longest we have known for a while and yet jam packed full of achievements 
and memorable events. The children and teachers have certainly earned their summer holidays! 
 
This time of year is always a time for reflections as the children prepare for transition to either new schools, 
new classes or new key stages. The Year 6 ended the year brilliantly, with lots to celebrate. Year 5 and 6 
put on a fantastic production of ‘Pirates of the Curry Bean’ at the end of term. It was so lovely to see children 
fulfil the roles they had been given so well, whether it was leading parts or supporting through singing and 
dancing. The script was hilarious and the children had perfected the comic timing so well! We were so proud 
of everyone who sang the songs with enthusiasm, learnt their lines without needing prompting and 
performed so clearly. A special thanks to all the adults from inside and outside school who made this 
possible; it really was a community effort.  
 

mailto:morrisandrew203@gmail.com
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The Year 6 children also had reason to celebrate at the end of term with excellent SATS results yet again.  
They have once again managed to prove that it is possible to succeed without needing to abandon a broad 
and balanced curriculum. Results for all areas are above Cambridgeshire and National across the board in 
reading, writing and maths, with particular success in Maths, where 93% scored at or above expected 
standard. This success was also replicated at Early Years, Year 1 phonics screening and at Key Stage 1 
SATs. We are so proud of each and every child who works so tirelessly to achieve their potential. 
 
An end of term whole school trip has become a tradition over the past few years. Once again, the sun shone 
on us all day at Hunstanton beach, as the children built sandcastles, splashed in the sea, ate ice-creams 
and Year 5 and 6 even screamed at the funfair. A huge amount of preparation goes into organising a day 
such as this but is so worth it when we see children of all ages playing together, building on strong 
friendships, problem solving over their sandcastles and children facing their fears in the sea for the first time.  
 
As this is being written, our Year 6 are also on their week long residential trip to Norfolk Lakes, testing their 
resilience to the limits on a number of outdoor activities. It is so encouraging to see the children who have 
grown up through the school, move out of their comfort zone during this week and increase their 
perseverance in so many ways. We are sure that many happy memories will be made in their final week of 
primary school.  
  
We also have welcomed some special visitors to our school this month, all the way from China. The Year 5 
children worked alongside some Chinese students who have visited England as part of a cultural education 
programme. The children took part in cooking, music, art and PE to get to know each other and provide 
opportunities for the children to practice their English. Our pupils made them feel so welcome, despite 
occasional language barriers, and hopefully this will be just start of a long-standing pen friend relationship.  
 
Anne Westland also came into school to judge her annual writing competition. She is always so 
complimentary about the standard of writing of our Key Stage 2 children and this year was no different. After 
a tricky judging process, she made Tom Wilson the overall winner of the trophy for a fantastic, emotive 
poem about Nelson Mandela. here were a number of runners up from across the key stage. A huge 
congratulations to everyone who received a prize from Anne.  
 
We do hope that everyone has a very restful and well-earned break over the summer. Huge thanks to 
anyone who has been involved in making this academic year a success once again. 
 
Please do keep up-to-date on the school events on Twitter @Meadow_Balsham 
 
NICHOLA CONNOR 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CASTLE CAMPS C OF E (V.C.) PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Learning together with faith, hope and love 

Astonishing Science! - Castle Camps Primary School Science Festival 2019 
 
We have come to the end of another exciting and busy year at Castle Camps. Since September, the 
children have worked with energy, determination and enthusiasm and it has been a pleasure to witness how 
every child has excelled as the year has progressed. We are extremely proud of all our pupils and grateful 
for the supportive role their families, the wider community and parish play in shaping their lives.  
 
Academic Results  
I am delighted to report that we have had another successful year in terms of the school’s academic results. 
Please see below for our data headlines for 2018-19. 
 
Reception: 75% of pupils achieved the Early Learning Goals. 
Y1 Phonics Check: 80% achieved the expected standard. 
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Y2 SATs Results Y6 SATs Results 

 Expected Standard+ Subject Expected Standard+ 

Reading 81% Reading 94.7% 

Writing  76% Writing (Teacher Assessment) 84.2% 

Maths 81% Maths 84.2% 

Science 90% Spelling, Punctuation and 
Grammar 

94.7% 

  Science 84.2% 

 
Friends of Castle Camps School (FOCCS) Summer Fayre  
Thank you to all our families and friends that came to support the Summer Fayre on Saturday 22 June. It 
was a fantastic afternoon that was enjoyed by all. Thanks to the hard work of FOCCS and everyone’s 
generosity, we managed to raise a grand total of: £1,500. This is a fantastic achievement for such a small 
school.  
 
School Visits 
Year 5/6 Residential 2016: PGL Caythorpe Court, Lincolnshire 
Our residential trip for children in Years 5 and 6 took place from Wednesday 22 – Friday 24 May 2019. The 
visit was a great success and all the children enjoyed the activities, which included: Raft Building, Zip Wire 
and the Giant Swing – to name but a few. 
 
Visits to Southend and Stansted Mountfitchet Castle 
The children took part in recent educational visits to the Sealife Centre at Southend (KS2) and Mountfitchet 
Castle (EY and KS1) this term. Photographs can be found on the school Facebook page  
 
Sports Day 
Sports Day was held on Friday 12 July. Parents joined us at 11.30am for a picnic with the children and Kerry 
Cross (our Cook) kindly provided hot lunches for the children and ran a BBQ for parents. The Friends of 
Castle Camps School organised a raffle (which raised in excess of £150) and served tea, coffee and cakes. 
The sports events started with a carousel of team activities (8 events in total) followed by running races. The 
children and staff were fantastic, parents extremely supportive and the whole day ran smoothly. The winning 
house was Oak and the winners of the Champions’ Races were: Sophie and Henry.  Prizes were awarded to 
the children by Revd Ian Fisher. 
 
Governors 
On behalf of the whole school community, I would like to say thank you to the Governors for their hard work 
and support this year. Special thanks must be passed on to Fiona Larcombe, who has been an outstanding 
Chair of Governors and who has played such a significant part in the school’s journey. Fiona will be leaving 
the school in a strong position as she moves on in September – we are all extremely grateful for her 
commitment and dedication to Castle Camps. I am pleased to inform you that Gemma Swan has been 
elected as our new Parent Governor and Naomi Snowdon as our New Chair of Governors (with effect from 
25 July). 
 
Year 6 Leavers  
We will end this term by saying “Goodbye” to our Year 6 leavers who are all moving on to Linton Village 
College. This will be an emotional day for all of us, especially as the majority of our Year 6 children have 
been at Castle Camps for 7 years since joining us in Class 1. However, we will be celebrating their 
achievements and remembering their special memories at our Leavers’ Service at All Saints on Wednesday, 
24 July. You may see the children walking across the fields to church in the afternoon and this is always a 
particularly poignant moment when we think of all the other leavers over the years that have undertaken the 
same journey. I am sure you will join me in wishing the Year 6 children every success for the future.  
 
It just remains for me, on behalf of the whole community at Castle Camps C of E Primary School, to wish 
you a very happy and restful summer break.  
 
Miss Alexandra O’Connor  
Headteacher 
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE 
 

Public urged to stay fire safe this summer 
Cambridgeshire residents have been urged to stay fire safe when outdoors over the summer. 
 
The weather so far has not been as warm as forecast earlier in the year. However with high temperatures 
still to come potentially there is still the risk of fires in open areas of land easily spreading and becoming out 
of control. 
 
In June and July 2018 crews attended 551 fires in the open across the county, an increase of more than 50 
per cent on the previous year. Last July alone saw crews attend 376 fires in the open in various places 
around the county. This year we believe the high temperatures will continue into August. 
 
The Service’s Combined Fire Control has also seen a sharp increase in the amount of emergency calls they 
have received reporting incidents in Cambridgeshire and Suffolk. Almost 4,000 calls were answered by 
emergency call handlers in June and July, an increase of 13 per cent from the previous year. 
 
Group Commander Paul Clarke, head of community fire safety at Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service, 
said: “We want to help ensure that people enjoy the sunny weather while it’s here safely. High temperatures 
and dry areas of land can be perfect conditions for a fire to spread. Something as simple as not stubbing a 
cigarette out properly, or using a disposable barbecue on grass, can start a fire that can develop quickly.” 
 
There are seven simple steps we urge residents to take to help prevent an outdoor fire: 
 

1. Ensure cigarettes are completely out 
2. Do not throw cigarettes out of car windows onto grass verges or vegetation 
3. Put disposable barbecues on bricks, do not place directly on grass 
4. Do not leave glass bottles lying on the ground, the sun’s rays reflect through the glass and can start 

a fire 
5. When camping, do not leave campfires unattended and make sure it is completely out before you 

leave it 
6. Use barbecues on a hard, flat surface, away from grass, shrubs or fencing 
7. Talk to your children about the dangers of starting a fire. 

 
For more information log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk, follow us on social media or call 01480 444500. 
 
 
 
 
 

ABINGTON 10K AND 2K FUN RUN 
 
The website is now open for this year’s Abington 10K and fun run. The 10K race starts at 10.30am on 
Sunday 6 October. The fast multi-terrain course starts and finishes outside the Cricket Pavilion on Granta 
Park, Great Abington. 
 
The route takes you through the land settlements and through the village. There are prizes for age groups 
and new for this year for the winners mugs – a great way to impress your work colleagues with your running 
achievements. 
 
The 2K Fun Run starts at 10.40am and is run entirely within Granta Park estate. Sign up the whole family for 
this fun event to get the children active. 
 
Entry costs from £5 and funds raised at this event support the Great Abington Primary School. For entry 
details and race information please visit www.abington10k.org.uk.  
 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwNzE1LjgwNDE0MDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwNzE1LjgwNDE0MDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzM4ODI5NyZlbWFpbGlkPXBtbi5jbW5AaG90bWFpbC5jb20mdXNlcmlkPXBtbi5jbW5AaG90bWFpbC5jb20mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&100&&&http://www.cambsfire.gov.uk/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
http://www.abington10k.org.uk/
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FLU CLINICS 2019/20 
Granta Medical Practices are pleased to announce that they will be offering a complete flu vaccination 
service this year, with clinics being scheduled for October 2019. The Department of Health have assured us 
that there will be no delivery problems, and this year we will be using a highly effective quadrivalent 
influenza vaccine. The clinic dates will be announced shortly and there will be clinics run at all Granta sites. 
 

Patients eligible for flu vaccinations include:- 
 

• Anyone 6 months of age up to and including 64 years of age if they are in an “at risk” group, e.g. 
asthma, COPD, chronic heart problems, diabetes. If you are unsure if you fit into an “at risk” group 
don’t hesitate to ask. 

• All patients 65 years and above, or who will be by 31/01/20. 
• All children from the ages of 2 to 10 years of age. Those children who are in primary school 

education will receive their vaccination at school.  
• All pregnant women. 
• Those in long stay residential care homes. 
• Those who are carers. 
• Those who are in close contact with immunocompromised individuals. 
• Those with a learning disability. 

 
Sandra East 
Granta Communications 

sandra.east@nhs.net Tel: 0300 234 5555 
 
 
 
 

NEWS FROM THURLOW ESTATES 
 
How Technology has Impacted on Arable Farming in the East of England 
Over the last 20 years a quiet revolution has been occurring in farming. As the UK has become more 
exposed to world market prices, growers have had to compete with the vast plains of north America, 
Australia and the Eastern Bloc countries. We now use larger machines with fewer staff; new technology has 
allowed this change and has had an impact on almost every task on an arable farm. 
 
Global Positioning Satellites (GPS) 
Although skilled farm workers driving tractors are able to precisely match up each run of a machine across a 
field, doing so for long shifts is tiring. The use of satellite navigation and auto steer is now common on 
tractors, sprayers, combine harvesters and the implements themselves. For example our seed drills actually 
tell the tractor where to drive so on a side slope the drill is in the right place to match up each run across the 
field, even if the tractor has to drive slightly offline. 
 
The use of satellite signals alone is accurate to about 20cm, but with the use of mechanical markers 
accuracy improves; the most accurate system will steer a tractor to within 2cm. This system uses a fixed 
radio base station or the mobile phone network to triangulate the tractor and satellite. This ensures the 
location does not “drift”; satellites naturally drift in their orbits so without a fixed location on earth, so would 
the tractor. Why might this “drift” matter? Larger machines have an impact on the ground; in order to 
manage soil structures more efficiently we aim to keep machines on the same track year on year. Ultimately 
to reduce the impact of machines damaging soil structure smaller autonomous machines may one day take 
over. GPS will be even more important then.  
 
Data Collection 
Gardeners will realise different parts of their gardens have different soils; in addition sandy soils in one 
region are very different from the clay of another. In the undulating terrain of south Cambridgeshire, north 
Essex and west Suffolk our fields are also highly variable producing variable crop yields. In order to try and 
produce a consistent yield we collect more and more data. For example combine harvesters now record the 
variation in yield. This data is transferred to the farm office in real time via a SIM card; once available the 
data is used to decide whether to crop a field or not, or to establish the reason for the variability and do 
something about it.     
 

mailto:sandra.east@nhs.net
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Variable Rate Applications 
There are many variables affecting yields - for example how many plants are present. As we map soil types 
we can vary seed rates to soil type to produce a more even number of plants. The clay content of a soil 
allows us to predict plant establishment and improve the seed bed. Over years we record plant populations 
in different areas and vary the seed quantity. Variable seed rate plans for each field can be transferred to the 
seed drill using GPS and an on-board computer. When we were drilling at one rate across the farm the 
variation on plant population was up to 50 percent; we now operate at less than 10 percent variation.  
 
Fertilizer is an expensive commodity and once we know soil variation we can also test for nutrient variation. 
We now apply potash and phosphate only to the parts of the field that require it, reducing over-dosing and 
leaching into water courses. In this area most soils are potash rich but lack phosphate due to the dominance 
of clay. Most arable crops prefer to grow in slightly alkaline soils. The underlying chalk means we are lucky 
that most places are about right, however, where there is an acid soil, lime is required. GPS technology 
means we can accurately target the areas requiring lime only.   
 
Nitrogen can also be applied variably to fields using sensors mounted on the tractor or satellite images that 
quantify the infra-red reflectance from the crop to establish need. The rate of nitrogen is increased and 
decreased to even up the rate of growth avoiding wastage. 
 
Crop sprayers are possibly becoming the most sophisticated of all machines on the farm to minimise the 
environmental impact of crop protection. Autosteer allows the operator to concentrate on monitoring other 
aspects such as the boom height above the crop; this is essential to ensure the product hits the target and to 
minimise drift. Crop sprayers can now detect boom height above the ground and automatically raise and 
lower the boom to the height pre-set by the operator. 
 
In order to accurately apply the right amount of product on a 40 metre sprayer with nozzles every half metre, 
each nozzle is individually controlled. On reaching an area of crop already treated the machine automatically 
stops spraying. More recent machines have a variable output from each individual nozzle; as technology 
advances less crop protection products will be needed.  
 
Telemetry 
Telemetry or remote monitoring is used in every machine today. JCB materials handlers are geofenced for 
security and engine hours monitored to provide advanced warning of service requirements. Fault codes can 
also be viewed by the machinery dealer to order parts and ensure issues are addressed immediately. We 
track the location of our harvesting equipment. Grain trailer drivers can see the combine grain tank contents 
on a smart phone app or cab mounted tablet. This allows grain trailers to unload harvesters with a full grain 
tank first, improving efficiency.  
 
Conclusion 
Technology has changed arable farming hugely over the last 20 years. As we learn more about crop 
genetics, the pests and diseases that affect them and as automation increases, this quiet agricultural 
revolution will continue. Our ability to feed an ever-increasing population while preserving our precious 
environment depends on it.  
 
Andrew Crossley, Farms Director 
Thurlow Estate Farms Limited, Great Thurlow 
01440 732009  
 
 
 
 

HORSEHEATH CRICKET CLUB 
 
The cricket club are well into the season, we have progressed nicely in the Cambridgeshire league and are 
comfortably sitting in the middle of the table. In the midweek league we are fighting against relegation and 
can still stay in the division if we can win a couple of our last few games. 
 
The hi-light of the season is the club getting to the 20/20 finals day afe4 beating two higher placed teams. 
 
STEPHEN LANCEMAN 
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A J Pest Control Ltd 

Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 

Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 

Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles, Moths, Ants, 

Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 
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  Window Cleaning Services 
 

Mark and Ray of KLEEN Windows are 
currently in your area.  If you would like 
a free quotation, please phone us for 

a friendly and reliable service 

 
KLEEN 

Tree View, 14 Hanchett End 
Haverhill  CB9 7GE 

Tel: 01440 707829 or 
07981 079183 

 
Window Cleaning – Gutters – PVC frames 
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CHURCH SERVICES 
 

Sunday 4 August – Seventh Sunday after Trinity 

Linton 10am Holy Eucharist Revd Maggie Guite 

Horseheath 10am Sunday Club Judith & Pat 

Bartlow 10am Holy Eucharist Revd Lesley Gore 

Horseheath 4pm Evening Service and Healing Revd Ian Fisher 

Shudy Camps 7.30pm Compline by Candlelight Revd Maggie Guite 

Sunday 11 August – Eighth Sunday after Trinity 

Castle Camps 10am Holy Eucharist Revd Ian Fisher 

Bartlow 10am Family Service Revd Lesley Gore 

Shudy Camps 7.30pm Compline by Candlelight Revd Michael Wilcockson 

Sunday 18 August – Ninth Sunday after Trinity 

Horseheath 10am Holy Eucharist Revd Ian Fisher 

Shudy Camps 7.30pm Compline by Candlelight Revd Lesley Gore 

Sunday 25 August – Tenth Sunday after Trinity 

Shudy Camps 10am Holy Eucharist Revd Ian Fisher 

Bartlow 10am Morning Service Congregation led 

Shudy Camps 7.30pm Compline by Candlelight Cathy Watts 

Sunday 1 September – Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 

Linton 10am Holy Eucharist Revd Maggie Guite 

Horseheath 10am Sunday Club Judith & Pat 

Bartlow 10am Holy Eucharist Revd Lesley Gore 

Horseheath 4pm Evening Service and Healing Revd Ian Fisher 

Sunday 8 September – Twelfth Sunday after Trinity : Virgin Mary Festival 

Shudy Camps 10am Holy Eucharist and Patronal Festival with Bring 
and Share Lunch 

Revd Ian Fisher 

Bartlow 6pm Family Service Revd Lesley Gore 

Sunday 15 September – Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Horseheath 10am Holy Eucharist Revd Ian Fisher 

Bartlow 6pm Evensong Revd Lesley Gore 

Sunday 22 September – Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Castle Camps 10am Holy Eucharist Revd Ian Fisher 

Bartlow 10am Harvest Festival Revd Lesley Gore 

Sunday 29 September – Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity : Michael and All Angels 

Castle Camps 10.30am Joint Service at URC in Castle Camps  

 
CHURCH WARDENS 

All Saints’ Horseheath St Mary’s Shudy Camps All Saints Castle Camps 

Mrs Pat Smith 
01223 892484 
Mrs Judith Jolley 
01223 890786 

Mr Andrew Webb 
01799 584489 

Mr David Neal 
01799 584264 
Mrs Patricia Haylock 
01799 584254 
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VILLAGE DIARY 

 
July 28 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson 
 29 Horseheath: Black Bin, Cardinals Green: Blue Bin and Green Bins 

August 4 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley 
  Sunday Club, All Saints Church Horseheath, 10am 
  Evensong, All Saints Church Horseheath, 4pm 
 5 Horseheath: Blue and Green Bins, Cardinals Green: Black Bin 
 9 St Mary’s Church Shudy Camps – Working Party from 10am 
 11 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley 
 12 Horseheath: Black Bin, Cardinals Green: Blue Bin and Green Bins 
 18 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone 
 19 Horseheath: Blue and Green Bins, Cardinals Green: Black Bin 
 24 West Wickham & District Gardening Club Annual Show  
  Bode Celebrations – Garden Party at Breghane Hall, Castle Camps 2.30pm 
 25 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone 
 27 Horseheath: Black Bin, Cardinals Green: Blue Bin and Green Bins 

September 1 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Townrow & Miss Newman 
 2 Horseheath: Blue and Green Bins, Cardinals Green: Black Bin 
 8 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Townrow & Miss Newman 
  St Mary’s Church Shudy Camps Bring & Share Lunch 
 9 Horseheath: Black Bin, Cardinals Green: Blue Bin and Green Bins 
  Horseheath Parish Council meeting – 7.45pm 
 15 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler 
 16 Horseheath: Blue and Green Bins, Cardinals Green: Black Bin 
 18 Tea & Chat in All Saints Horseheath, 2.30pm 
 22 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler 
 23 Horseheath: Black Bin, Cardinals Green: Blue Bin and Green Bins 
 29 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison 
 30 Horseheath: Blue and Green Bins, Cardinals Green: Black Bin 

October 5 Harvest Supper, St Mary’s Shudy Camps 7pm  
 6 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison 
  Abington 10K and 2K Run 
 7 Horseheath: Black Bin, Cardinals Green: Blue Bin and Green Bins 
 27 Harvest Lunch, Horseheath Village Hall 12.30pm for 1pm start 

November 1 Halloween Disco, Horseheath Village Hall 
 23 St Mary’s Church Shudy Camps, Café Church 
 29 Quiz Night, Horseheath Village Hall 
 
NB Note change of date for bin collections over the August bank holiday. 

 


