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FROM THE EDITOR
At a recent meeting I attended I was complimented on the news and views that are included in The
Venture, which was nice to hear. It also means that we have at least one reader of our Parish
magazine. What do you think of our little publication? Is there something you think we should
include? Would you like to be a regular contributor? Let me know what you think, email address
below.
This month we have adverts for June Revels at Meadow School Balsham, volunteers needed to
plant bulbs in the autumn
Also, it is the final call for your Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers to be donated to the Brownies.
Please search through your pockets, purses and bags, the vouchers are needed in by 10 June.
The box, for the tickets, is still in Horseheath Post Office.
PS Less than 221 days until he comes again!!!
Don’t forget to let me have anything you would like included in the August/September 2016 issue
please let The Editor by 16 July 2016 at the very latest. Articles can be emailed to:
venture@horseheath.info. To advertise your business please contact the Venture Team on 01223
891086 for more details.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
Our AGM was held on Wednesday 6 April, Pat and Judith were re-elected Church Wardens. The
PCC Team are Ray (Chairman), Bill (Secretary), Marjorie, Alan, Esther and Mary.
By the time you read your Venture the Garden Party will have taken place in the grounds of
Hartford House hoping for Good Weather. Thank you to all helpers for your support.
Our Sunday Club for children of all ages meets on the 1st Sunday of every month and Tea and
Chat will be held in Church through the Summer on Wednesday 15 June and 13 July 2.30pm.
Future events:
Harvest Lunch date to be advised
To date we have no news on the re-appointment of a House for Duty Vicar to replace Graham
Ridgwell and so services are continuing once a month at each of the parishes of Horseheath,
Castle Camps and Shudy Camps advertising is ongoing so we hope to be able to bring better
news in the near future.
The Contractor for South Cambs has commenced cutting the grass in the churchyard leaving
some areas for the wild flowers to bloom.
Pat & Judith
Church Wardens
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Church Flowers and Cleaning
Date
Cleaning and Flowers
May
29
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
June
5
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
12
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
19
Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
26
Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
July
3
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
10
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
17
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
24
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
31
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
August
7
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
14
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
21
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone

HORSEHEATH PARISH COUNCIL
www.horseheath.info
HORSEHEATH PARISH COUNCIL - www.horseheath.info
A meeting was held on Monday 9 March in the Village Hall. In attendance were the Parish Clerk
Melanie Laing, our District Councillor Richard Turner, our County Councillor Roger Hickford and
one parishioner.
County Council news - www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk
- In spite of recent reports the decision on polling district boundaries/wards is being reviewed for a
third time. It has been suggested that a new Linton division may include all the existing villages
plus Great and Little Abington, a total of 13 villages. This would lead to 10 less Councillors across
the County.
- There is no date yet to start Monthly Liaison Meetings with District and County Councillors
- Roger Hickford asked if the village could have any 2 things what they would be. Please get in
touch with any suggestions.
District Council news - www.scambs.gov.uk
- A reduction in South Cambs. District Councillors from 57 to 45 with about 2500 people per
councillor has previously been reported. A draft recommendation was published on 10 May. The
public will have the opportunity to have their say on the internet from 10 May - 4 July at
https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/4143. The final decision will be made on 6 September 2016
then the changes will come into effect in 2018.
Elections
As this was the Annual meeting we held elections and Stuart Miller was re-elected as Chair and
Denise Lindsell as Vice-Chair.
Haverhill Forum
Horseheath has been invited to send a representative to a new Forum set up by Haverhill Town
Council. The purpose of the Forum is to maintain an overview of issues relating to the well-being
and future development of Haverhill, the area surrounding it and make recommendations to our
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respective Councils about actions required to promote the success of the area and its community.
This will include views on the A1307. The first meeting is at the end of June.
Planning applications
We will be trialling a new system for neighbours to view planning applications online. Hard copies
will still be available for those without internet access. We will also be discussing each application
at future meetings.
Maintenance
These items have been reported and will be chased:
- road drainage on Alington Terrace
Burial ground access
We expect the new reinforced grass layby by the allotments on the West Wickham Road will
completed within the next 6 months. This will then connect via a new footpath to the Burial
Ground and fulfill our obligation to provide an additional access to the Parish Burial Ground, which
is adjacent to the Churchyard.
S106 payments
As already reported we have received money from Section 106 agreements that are negotiated as
part of a condition of planning consent. We have given large grants to the Village Hall and to the
Cricket Club, whose activities best meet the criteria set for this money. In addition we will be
undertaking bulb planting in the autumn and Rachel Paintin is still gathering a list of volunteers to
help. Please contact her on rachelpaintin@googlemail.com
The next meeting will be on Monday 11 July 2016 at 7.45pm in the Village Hall. All welcome.
e: stuart@stuartmiller.co.uk
Clerk: horseheathpc@gmail.com

1ST HORSEHEATH BROWNIES
Thank you to everyone who has either popped the Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers through my
letterbox or put them in the box at Horseheath Post Office. It is now time to drop off the last of the
vouchers as we need to place our order soon. If you could get your vouchers in by 10 June it
would be appreciated.
This term we have been working on two badges – Mission Spectacular and Queen’s 90th Birthday
Challenge. For the Queen’s Birthday badge we made and sent The Queen a birthday card and
have received a Thank you letter from Her Majesty; we have learned how the Union Flag is made
up and completed a Commonwealth wordsearch. After half-term we will be making our own
crowns and decorating horseshoes. For Mission Spectacular we have challenged ourselves to
stack plastic cups into a pyramid without using our hands but using string and elastic bands; we
have recreated the challenge badge with our bodies and have been visited by Cambs East
Archivist, Ann Mitchell. The Brownies were able dressed up in uniforms through the ages and also
tried semaphore, which was interesting. After half-term we will be making our hearts work harder
by having a meeting circuit training.
At the end of June we will be visited by some US Girl Scouts from California for an afternoon of fun
and games followed by a campfire, you know how we like to have a good sing.
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If you think your daughter may be interested in joining us please register her at
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested. If you would like more information on what we do or would like
to help us with a special skill you may have then please drop us an email.
PAULINE, KATIE and HERA
E: brownies@horseheath.info

A604 CLUB
Our Bingo session in Member of Heather was cancelled due to lack of support. It is hoped we can
rearrange this for future.
Puskin Gowlett gave a very interesting talk about her trip to Amsterdam. We finished the meeting
with breakfast – pumpernickel bread and cheese which is eaten in Holland.
Peter Jackson is coming to our June meeting with his plants and knowledge of what is best for this
year’s garden.
Please come along to one of our meetings for a chat and a cuppa, for more information please ring
Don on 01223 893428.
CHRISTINE
Secretary/Treasurer

HORSEHEATH VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
We have had the bar/lounge area decorated and are looking at getting new flooring fitted, which
we hope will be by the next Venture.
It is with regret that we have had to cancel the Quiz Night due to lack of quizzers, we will be
rescheduling the Quiz for September/October. Look out for posters with the new date.
Saturday 16 July is our next event – a Barnless Barn Dance or Ceilidh if you prefer. This will be
held at the Village Hall and tickets are £15.00 each or £28.00 for a couple, £6.00 for children or
£35.00 for a family ticket (2 adults + 2 children up to the age of 12 years). The band/music will be
the same as usual and hopefully we will be able to dance outdoors. Ticket price includes food.
The AGM was held in the Village Hall on Monday 11 April. The committee was re-elected on
mass with Adrienne as Chairman, Beverley as Secretary, Christine as Treasurer, Nita as Booking
Clerk and Mel. We are looking for another person to join our committee. We meet once every 6
weeks and it is very rewarding.
The committee would like to thank The Parish Council for the grant from the Section S106 monies.
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100 Club Winners
April: Charlie Hall
May: Lisa Meeks

£30.00
£30.00

We are thinking of doing another food night in the autumn, any suggestions? Watch this space for
the date.
Adrienne, Bev, Christine, Nita and Mel
Villagehall@horseheath.info
Facebook: Horseheath Village Hall

CASTLE CAMPS COFE (V.C.) PRIMARY SCHOOL
It has been another exciting and busy few months for our community at Castle Camps Primary
School and it is hard to believe that we are nearly half way through the term. Since January, we
have enjoyed a number of events, educational trips and visitors to our school. For your interest, I
have highlighted some of these activities below.
Celebrating British Values
We were delighted to welcome our Member of Parliament, Miss Lucy Frazer, to Castle Camps on
Friday 22 January. Miss Frazer enjoyed a tour of the school and then gave a presentation to our
older children in Deer and Badger Classes. All the pupils had the opportunity to ask Miss Frazer
questions regarding her parliamentary role and career as a barrister. A few week’s later, our
understanding of parliament and democracy was enriched by a superb Theatre-in-Education
performance by the Springboard East Theatre Company. During their visit, the children watched
an hour long performance about the History of Parliament (‘Destination Democracy’) and
participated in two excellent workshops (‘The Suffragettes’ and ‘Rights of the Child’).
Sensational Science Festival
The Castle Camps Science Festival (Sensational Science) took place between Monday 29
February and Thursday 10 March. A number of exciting workshops were planned for the children
including: Zoo Lab, Mad Science and the Dogs Trust. Children in Key Stage 2 visited Ely Stained
Glass Museum for a fabulous Science and Art Day to explore colour and light in stained glass.
Pupils in Squirrels and Hedgehogs visited the Science Centre in Cambridge to learn more about
materials in extreme conditions. On both visits, members of the public commented on how polite
our children were and how engaged they were in their learning. World Book Day also took on a
Science theme this year, when the children were all invited to dress up as a famous scientist or as
an aspect of Science that interested them. The costumes were fantastic and the children and their
parents had obviously put a great deal of time and effort into making them so special.
English Touring Opera
It was a great privilege to receive a visit from the English Touring Opera on Thursday 28 April.
The company shared an amazing performance of ‘Dust Child’ with the children. At Castle Camps
we believe that opera is an art form that offers creative opportunity for people of every age and
ability and from every background. The company’s visit to Castle Camps formed part of their
award winning education work which reaches 12,000 people every year through numerous
workshops and performances. We were extremely grateful to the Friends of Castle Camps
School, who raised funds to finance the event.
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Looking Ahead
As half term approaches, we are focused on preparing for the new challenges and adventures
ahead. Our pupils in Year 6 have been working extremely hard for their SATs exams and we look
forward to reporting on their achievements at the end of the Summer Term. The older children in
Key Stage 2 are looking forward to attending their residential trip at PGL Caythorpe Court and
Year 6 will soon be visiting their secondary schools. I am delighted to report that all our places for
Reception have been filled this year and after half term, the new pupils will be joining Hedgehog
Class for ‘Stay and Play’ activities.
In spite of all the hard work that inevitably takes place in the run up to the end of any academic
year, we will also take time to enjoy the summer and the wonderful learning opportunities it
presents. Every season is unique in its own way. However, the summer months, when the
children can swim in the pool and play on the field are particularly important to us. It is our
intention and hope, that the pupils here will carry these happy memories of Castle Camps with
them, as they move on to secondary school and forward in to their adult lives.
Please accept my very best wishes for the term ahead.
Alexandra O’Connor
Headteacher

THE MEADOW SCHOOL, BALSHAM
The summer months are upon us and by now you can usually hear shrieks of laughter and joy,
amongst the noise of splashing and ‘kick’ being shouted by the swimming teachers. This year our
swimming season has been delayed by severe structural problems – in simple terms, the pool was
falling to bits! As a school, we have managed to find a grant to fund some of the work, but not
enough to fund all of the work needed, such as improvements to the pump room, changing rooms,
fencing and to maintain the upkeep of the swimming pool and support the chemical costs for the
rest of the season. In years gone by, schools with a swimming pool were given money from the
Government to help maintain them. This central funding ceased some years ago and since then, it
has been left to schools to find the money needed from their already very tight school budgets.
Why not just close the pool down, you may ask? The answer is simple, teaching swimming saves
lives, along with teaching children to swim 25m being a requirement of the National Curriculum.
We have looked into the option of closing our pool and paying to bus one year group of children for
6 weeks to a local pool but feel not only is this not ensuring everyone has access to this necessary
skill, it is also just not cost effective. The Meadow has taught swimming for years. In fact, Chris
Walker-Hebborn who swims for our country and will be soon off to Rio Olympics, was a pupil at
our school and swam in our very pool! Imagine if we can inspire more children to follow their
dreams, or even just learn such an important life saving skill.
We have an amazing community and group of parents behind us. They have started a campaign
to save our pool and already have raised £4000 of the £10,000 we need. They also gave up a
Saturday recently to join me in repainting the pool. It looks absolutely amazing! By the time you
read this we will hopefully be just starting swimming (the children are so excited), due to the delay,
we have decided to continue teaching into the autumn term and are also planning to open the pool
over the summer holidays and on some weekends to ensure we make the most of our pool. If you
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know of anyone who would like to help our campaign, please contact the school office or visit
www.gofundme.com/meadowpool.
While we wait for our pool to be fixed lots of other things have been going on! Our Y6 children
have taken their SATs, which if you have been following the news, you will have seen were
considerably harder than in previous years. The children took it all in their stride, and with the help
of the Teaching Assistants who came in early to cook bacon sandwiches, fruit salad and endless
rounds of toast to set them up for the day we were able to keep the stress levels down and the
disruption to a minimum. We find out in July how the children have done. Whatever the results of
these new exceptionally hard tests, we will be very proud of our children and the effort and
perseverance they have shown!
We recently took a team of Y5 children to the Cambridge maths challenge. Teamwork was a
necessity and George, Kristen, Aisha and Ted worked incredibly well together. Through 14 rounds
they tackled a wide range of problems and challenges. Out of 18 teams, we finished a very
respectable 3rd, and only one point off 2nd place!
It has been a time of competitions and we recently took 4 teams to St Neots for a cross country
relay race. Each team member had to run 1200m around a hilly course and then pass the baton
onto their next team mate. Our girls teams finished 53rd and 63rd out of 103 teams and our boys
finished 15th and 76th out of 130 teams. The children really did perform well. The team spirit,
encouragement and shouting (in between mouthfuls of chocolate brownie and flapjack –
apparently this is energy food!) was second to none. We were even more proud when we
discovered our Boys B team had been the first in that category to cross the line and Archie,
Edward, Jacob and Eddie all won a medal.
As the term nears the end and we start thinking about class organisation for next year, we still
have lots to fit in and many exciting things planned.
We share photos and news of everything that happens at The Meadow on our twitter page,
@Meadow_Balsham. Take a peek!
Nichola Connor
Headteacher

THANK YOU
Diamond Wedding Anniversary
Ann and Don Harvey would like to thank all those who sent cards and flowers on the occasion of
their Diamond Wedding Anniversary celebrations. Special thanks go to the members of the A604
Club for their flowers and card; and to Tea & Chat for their card and flowers.
Easter Bunny
On Easter Sunday morning my husband went outside and at the front door found a brown paper
bag. When he opened it he found a note inside saying ‘The Easter Bunny has called and hope
this would put a smile on your face’, then at the bottom it said “Happy Easter Neighbours”.
We would like to say a BIG Thank you to whoever did this, and it certainly did put a smile on our
faces.
From the Potter’s and the Wright’s
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REMEMBERED…..
Brig Roly Cockman, late of The Old Thatch, Cardinals Green, Horseheath
Mrs Janet Howe, late of Wigs Croft, Haverhill Road, Horseheath
We send our deepest sympathy to the family of the dearly departed and we are thinking of them in
our prayers.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE
Keeping vulnerable people in your community safe and well
We’re asking you to be our eyes and ears in the community.
Do you know someone living in your street who is vulnerable, elderly, or may just need some
assistance with everyday life?
These people could be at an increased risk of fire and Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service
would like to help keep them safe.
We offer free home fire safety checks to those who are potentially more vulnerable to incidents,
however, we need your help to identify these people.
If you know someone who you think might benefit from a free visit from fire service staff, call 0800
917 99 94. You can also contact us through our website, www.cambsfire.gov.uk where you find
information about keeping vulnerable people safe from fire.
And don’t forget to test your smoke alarm – and that of elderly relatives – by pressing the ‘test’
button on the device.
Contact: Follow us on social media, visit www.cambsfire.gov.uk or call 01480 444500.
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EST 1952

REMOVALS & STORAGE
UK - EUROPE - WORLDWIDE

0800 211 8030
REMOVALS ~ STORAGE ~ SHIPPING ~ SHREDDING

www.perryremovals.com

Window Cleaning Services
Mark and Ray of KLEEN Windows are
currently in your area. If you would like
a free quotation, please phone us for
a friendly and reliable service

KLEEN
Tree View, 14 Hanchett End
Haverhill CB9 7GE
Tel: 01440 707276 or
07981 079183
Window Cleaning – Gutters – PVC frames
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VILLAGE DIARY
May

29
31

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Green and Blue Bin collection

June

5
6
10
12
13
15
19
20
26
27

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Black Bin collection
June Revels, Meadow School Balsham
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Green and Blue Bin collection
Tea and Chat, 2.30pm in Horseheath Church
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
Black Bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes & Mrs Wheeler
Green and Blue Bin collection

July

3
4
10
11
13
16
17
18
24
25
31

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Black Bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Green and Blue Bin collection
Horseheath Parish Council Meeting
Tea and Chat, 2.30pm in Horseheath Church
Ceilidh, Horseheath Village Hall
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Black Bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Green and Blue Bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley

1
7
8
14
15
21
22

Black Bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Green and Blue Bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Black Bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
Green and Blue Bin collection

August
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