Minutes of Horseheath Parish Council Meeting held on
Monday 10 March 2014 at 7:45 p.m. in the Village Hall
Present:

Stuart Miller (Chairman)
Ninian Bickerton
Richard Southwell

Denise Lindsell (Vice Chairman)
Christine Newman

In Attendance

Richard Barrett (District Councillor) Roger Hickford (County Councillor)
Bernard Yallop (Parish Clerk)

The meeting began at 7:45 pm.
1. Apologies for Absence Tori McKillen and Anita de Klerk sent their apologies.
2. District and County Council Reports
2.1 District Council
Richard Barrett said that the biggest issue was planning. On Thursday the district council would be
discussing large developments taking place up to 2031 for sites at Camborne, Marshall Airfield and
Waterbeach
He then talked about the availability of Community Funding grants of £1,500 (which used to be
referred to as Community Chest). He reminded the meeting that the Spring Issue of the South
Cambridgeshire Magazine has been produced and is being delivered to every residence. Finally he
pointed out that the collection of Green Bin waste will be reduced from fortnightly to monthly during
the months of December, January and February. Christine Newman said that the district council was
now charging the Village Hall for emptying its bins.
2.2 County Council
Roger Hickford said that the budget increase had been agreed once again at 1.99%, which avoided the
possibility of a referendum. Over the next five years a further £149 million has to be saved.
He apologised for hijacking the meeting but he wanted to demonstrate his ideas for installing a dual
carriageway between Four Went Ways and the Haverhill Roundabout on the A1307. His suggestion
was to build it along the Old Roman Road so that it would be well away from Horseheath, Linton and
Balsham etc. The cost of the project would come from a new settlement of 4,000 homes. He added
that so far he had not had any real objections to his proposal.
The parish council felt that it needed a lot more time to digest this idea before it could make any real
objections or come up with alternative suggestions. The Chairman said that what he did not want
was the A1307 to be converted into a dual carriageway when it reached Horseheath because it would
completely split Cardinals Green and Horseheath from one another.
3. Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on Monday 13 January 2014
The minutes were agreed and signed.
4. Matters Arising
4.1 Affordable Housing The Chairman said that a meeting had been arranged on 7 April. It would
soon be possible to apply for the houses with priority given to those with Horseheath connections.
Leaflets would be produced and would need to be delivered. Completion was likely to be in July.
4.2 King’s Stone Nothing new to report.
4.3 Speed Watch Ninian said that it needs a leader who is prepared to start the watch at the early
hour of 7 am. It was agreed to place a request for volunteers in The Venture. Christine said that
from her experience, the task required at least three people, one to write down information, one to
read the number plate and one to aim the radar gun. Richard Southwell pointed out that as soon as
motorists see all the yellow jackets it acts as a visible deterrent.
4.4 Horseheath Local Highway Improvements Richard Southwell gave a report. Highways has
urged Horseheath to get the work started by the end of this month, otherwise it will lose its grant of
£3,000 and the whole process will have to start all over again. Only half of what we requested can be
done. There will be gates at the entrances to the village, but not at the Haverhill Road end. In West
Wickham Road it will be a small gate on one side of the road, and a large one on the other. There
will be two pinch points, one on the Linton Road and one in Haverhill Road by the Stables. The
whole project has been risk assessed by trained experts. Nothing will be done about the turn by the
triangle this time.
The clerk asked for a valuation of the gates, which would have to be insured as street furniture.
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4.5 Lay-by to Burial Ground The Chairman has been referred by Highways to someone who is an
expert on Lay-bys.
5. Planning
5.1 Parish Council
S/0216/14/FL Single storey side and rear extensions at Swallow Cottage, Howards Lane, Horseheath
for Cowell was approved.
5.2 District Council
S/2151/13/FL Installation of nine solar PV panels at Hyset, Cardinals Green for Angew was
approved.
6. Finance
6.1 Transfers
On 04/02/14 £1,000 was transferred from Burial Ground Access Fund A/c #1 to Burial Ground
Access Fund A/c #2. Also on 04/02/14 £1,000 was transferred from Treasurer’s A/c to Burial
Ground Access Fund A/c #2.
6.2 Receipts
Date
Drawee
Amount
Remarks
08/12/13
Burial Fund #1
0.05 Quarterly Interest
31/12/13
Burial Fund #2
200.98 Annual Interest
09/01/14
Burial Fund #1
0.07 Quarterly Interest
27/02/14
Allotment Rent
£35.00 Plot #4
Total
£236.10
6.3 Payments
The following payments have been made since the last meeting:
Date
Ch No. Payee
Amount
Remarks
13/01/14 565 V McKillen
£43.18 Website Fees for 2 years
13/01/14 566 Cambridgeshire ACRE
£48.00 Membership Fee
17/01/14
Petty Cash
£7.20 Stamps
18/02/14
Petty Cash
£13.50 XL Print Cartridge
03/03/14 569 B. Yallop
£469.88 Clerk’s Salary, Q4
Total
£581.76
6.4 Account Balances On 29/01/14 the balances of the accounts were:Petty Cash
£36
Treasurers Account
£17,596
Burial Ground Access Fund Account #1
£540
Burial Ground Access Fund Account #2
£22,067
Village Sign Maintenance Fund Account
£4,372
Total
£44,611
6.5 Grant for Bus Shelter Improvements
The clerk has received a payment of £1,000 from the Better Bus Area Fund for improvements to the
two metal bus shelters in Haverhill Road. He intends to have both bus shelters repainted and the
vandalised windows in the cantilever shelter replaced.
7. Any Other Business
7.1 Allotment Entrance Gate Mark Everitt has repaired the broken entrance gate.
7.2 Neighbourhood Plan It has been reported that West Wickham is intending to produce its own.
Richard Barrett confirmed that neighbourhood plans score more points than parish plans. The
meeting agreed that the parish could have a bigger voice if it joined up with the other parishes that use
the primary school in Castle Camps. The Chairman said that he would contact those parishes.
7.3 Social Media The Chairman said that he had attended a Social Media Training Session and he
was anxious to know how it might affect the running of parish council meetings in the future.
8. Date of Next Meeting The next meeting will be on Monday, 12 May at 7:45 p.m.
The meeting ended at 9:01 pm.
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