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April/May 2014

FROM THE EDITOR
Things are looking up in the garden. The weeds are growing so that must mean that the ground is
warming up, so it’s a good job I went to Sturmer Nurseries and bought my seed potatoes.
You know what it is like when you go to a garden centre, ‘I’m only going for a bag of compost and
some seed potatoes’ you say as you get in the car but by the time you get to the check-out you’ve
got three bags of compost, seed potatoes, packets of carrot/lettuce/tomato/radish..... seeds, a long
handled hand trowel and fork.
You will notice that the Brownies are collecting the Sainsbury’s Active Kids again, so if you are
asked if you’re collecting them say “Yes please” and put them in the box at in Horseheath Post
Office.
Don’t forget to let me have anything you would like included in the June/July 2014 issue please let
The Editor by 16th May 2014 at the very latest.
Articles can be emailed to:
venture@horseheath.info. To advertise your business please contact the Venture Team on 01223
891086 for more details.

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
Someone sent me this recently and as there’s a lot of wisdom in it, I thought I’d like to share it with
you:
Don’t undermine your worth by comparing yourself with others. It’s because
we’re different that each of us is special.
Don’t set your goals by what other people think important. Only you know what
is best for you.
Don’t take for granted the things closest to your heart: Cling to them, because
without them life is meaningless.
Don’t let your life slip through your fingers by living in the past, nor only for the
future. By living your life one day at a time, you live all the days of your life.
Don’t give up when you still have something to give. Nothing is really over until
the moment you stop trying.
Don’t be afraid when you meet risks: It’s by taking chances that we learn how to
be brave.
Don’t dismiss your dreams: To be without dreams is to be without hope.
Don’t run through life so fast that you forget not only where you’ve been, but also
where you are going.
Life isn’t a race, it’s a journey to be appreciated, each step of the way.

With all blessings
GRAHAM
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Church Flowers and Cleaning
Date
Cleaning and Flowers
March
30
Mrs Wheeler & Mrs Orwell
April
6
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
13
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
EASTER - Congregation
20
27
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
May
4
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
11
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
18
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
25
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
June
1
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
8
Mrs Mayes
15
Mrs Mayes
22
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
29
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
July
6
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison

NO FLOWERS

NEWS FROM ALL SAINTS’
At the PCC meeting on 10th February we said goodbye to Dr & Mrs Chris Morse, who have moved
to Linton. Our thanks were expressed for all their assistance over the past 6 years.
Our Annual General Meeting will take place in the Church on Sunday 6 April at 11.30am. If you
are interested in becoming a member of the PCC, helping with the upkeep of our Church and
assisting at Fund Raising events, you would be very welcome to join us. We have four meetings a
year and we are a friendly team. Please contact Pat on 892484 or speak to Revd Graham
Ridgwell, Alan Bishop, Judith Jolley, Ray Daynes or Marjorie Powell for further information.
Thank you to all who supported our Valentine Brunch £255.00 was raised for Church Funds. A
special Thank you to the Soup makers and to those who provided food for our table not forgetting
the washers up.
Tea and Chat will be held in Church on Wednesday 2nd April, Wednesday 30th April and
Wednesday 28th May.
Sunday Club 27th April and 25th May 10am in Church. If you enjoy singing then come and join
our present members under the supervision of Ray with Alan at the Piano rehearsing Hymns to
sing in Church.
Whitechapel Bell foundry will be coming to All Saints on Tuesday 22nd April to remove the Bells
from the Tower and transport to the foundry for Restoration work to be carried out.
Please keep Saturday 17th May free for our Garden Party will be held in the grounds of Hartford
House 2pm to 4pm.
Best Wishes
Judith & Pat
Church Wardens
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HORSEHEATH PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting was held on Monday 10th March in the Village Hall. In attendance were the Parish
Clerk Bernard Yallop, our County Councillor Roger Hickford and our District Councillor Richard
Barrett.
District Council news
Richard Barrett said that the biggest issue was planning, with discussions on large developments
taking place up to 2031 for sites at Camborne, Marshalls Airfield and Waterbeach. He then talked
about the availability of Community Funding grants of £1,500, which used to be referred to as
Community Chest. Finally he pointed out that the collection of Green Bin waste will be reduced
from fortnightly to monthly during the months of December, January and February and will be
detailed the South Cambs magazine.
County Council news
Roger Hickford reported that the budget increase had been agreed once again at 1.99%, which
avoids the possibility of a referendum. Over the next five years a further £149 million has to be
saved on top of the £81million saved in last 2 years.
Cambridge is line to get an £800m grant for infrastructure under the Government’s ‘City Deal’.
Greater Cambridge extends to Fourwentways, where there is talk of another park and ride, so
A1307 schemes to connect to whatever happens from Fourwentways may be favourably received.
Among the ideas are:
- better bus connections along the A1307 to help reduce Haverhill traffic
- a train or a guided bus on the old railway line from Haverhill to Cambridge, which for us goes
south of Cardinals Green, where a deep cutting was filled in the 70’s.
- a dual carriageway from Haverhill or from the Linton side of Horseheath, which would be
cheaper. However there’s no room to get it through Linton so they would need to bypass it to the
North. This could be financed by a new town of 4000 homes maybe between Balsham and
Fulbourn. We have made it clear that Horseheath would not want a dual carriageway further
cutting it in half.
- Haverhill want some action to connect them to the A11. Haverhill is the largest town in the
country without a primary route within 5 miles. Their MP Matthew Hancock is holding a public
meeting after this report has gone to press. We will attend and report in the next issue.
There will be traffic surveys in the villages to get current statistics, including rat runs. This is
clearly a big issue for Horseheath and we plan to meet with local parishes to help make our voice
heard.
Affordable Housing
A meeting has been arranged for 7th April in the Village Hall to show plans and tell people how to
apply. We understand that priority will be given to those with Horseheath connections, who are
already on the Housing list. The three homes are likely to be completed in July.
Speed Watch
This is the system operated by the County Council where villagers man a speeding camera. We
are looking for volunteers to make up the team. Please call Ninian Bickerton on 892062.
Speeding Control
We have now been told that the speeding control measures detailed in previous Venture reports
will be started in the last week of March but that not all of the works will be completed in the first
phase.
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Annual Parish Meeting
This is not a Parish Council meeting but we have responsibility to set a date, which is Friday 25th
April at 7.30pm. It is an opportunity for all village clubs and organisations to report on activities
during the year, and for villagers to speak on any matter of local interest. The meeting will start
with The Village Hall annual meeting. Our District and County Councillors will give reports
including early news of the idea the make the A1307 into a dual carriageway from Haverhill to
Fourwentways as outlined above. This topic may well be contentious so come along to have your
say and let our councillor know how you feel.
Next meeting
The next meeting will be on Monday 12th May at 7.45pm in the Village Hall. All welcome.
Stuart Miller, Chairman
T: 893250
E: stuart@stuartmiller.co.uk

1ST HORSEHEATH BROWNIES
We have just returned from our Annual Brownie Holiday to the Jarman Centre. The weather was
glorious and we all had a wonderful time wondering through the woods, following tracking signs, to
get our lunch on Saturday with the Rainbows from Balsham.
During Saturday afternoon we took part in a Harry Potter wide game – our theme was Witches and
Wizards – where the Leaders had to have a cup of tea or coffee in an interesting place unseen by
the other girls or Leaders. Sophie had her tea on the archery field (no archery was taking place at
the time), Toni-ann was perched on a log pile and I had mine on a tree stump in the double lime
tree avenue. I’m not sure where Helen had hers but I know it wasn’t up a tree or in a bush.
The girls also had to dress one of them as Dobby the house elf, make fake wounds, solve a code
and make a solar still. After they had finished all the clauses they had to put their hand, whilst
blindfolded, into a bowl of troll boogies (mashed potato), bat droppings (mousse dessert with fruit
peelings) or spiders legs and bat wings (dried leaves and twigs) to find a miniature Goblet of Fire
(egg cup). I guess you had to be there to understand it all but it was great fun and next year’s
holiday is already booked.
We are off to London at the beginning of April to the Bell Foundry with All Saints Church. I just
hope that the Vicar and the other travellers enjoy our singing, I promise it won’t be too loud if you
want to sleep.
Finally, the Brownies are collecting the Sainsbury’s Active Kids again this year, so if you are asked
if you’re collecting them say “Yes please”. They can either be put in the box in Horseheath Post
Office (thank you Sharon) or put through our door. Many thanks to all you how have already
passed them on.
If you would like to put your daughter on our waiting list please register her at
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested. If you would like more information on what we do or would like
to help us with a special skill you may have then please drop Sophie and I an email.
PAULINE and SOPHIE
E: brownies@horseheath.info
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A604 CLUB
The A604 held its 27th AGM in March 2014, there were eleven members present.
The meeting was opened by Mrs Mary Buckle, the minutes from last years AGM were passed
round, they were then approved and signed. The Chairmans report gave an outline of the last
years activities which were enjoyed by all those who attended. The Treasurer handed out copies
of the accounts, these were accepted.
The programme for 2014 was read out, this is the list of speakers and/or outings during the year.
Mrs Buckle has resigned as Chairman after 20 years but will be staying on the committee. The
new Chairman is Mr Don Harvey, the previous Vice-Chairman so we now have a vacancy. Mrs
Heather Mizon has retired from providing our refreshments, she has done this since the Club
started 27 years ago. Mrs Marie Wheeler has taken up the challenge to be the ‘refreshment
queen’. Mrs Christine Newman is continuing as Treasurer and carrying out secretarial duties until
a volunteer comes forward to take up this interesting role.
The A604 Club committee remains the same – Mrs Jean Brown, Mrs Heather Mizon, Mrs Mary
Buckle, Mrs Christine Newman, Mrs Nanette Blackmore, Mr Don and Mrs Ann Harvey.
Our late April meeting will be one our favourites – fish and chips. If you would like to join us
please call Christine.
If anyone over the age of 50 would like to join, please get it touch with Don 01223 893428.
CHRISTINE
Secretary/Treasurer

HORSEHEATH VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
We start this edition’s piece with the request that you keep your eyes peeled for a stray fire
extinguisher... missing from the village hall since the night of Saturday 8th March, the committee
have searched the hall and grounds without success and would be delighted to see it returned
home to the bar wall in village hall... we have replaced the extinguisher at a cost of £45.00 to
ensure we adhere to the fire regulations – if anyone does find it please give one of the committee
a call, it never hurts to have one extra!
Those of you who subscribe to the village website will have already seen that we are hosting our
2014 Barn Dance on 28th June at the Manor Farm Barn. We will release more information in the
near future. We have decided to hold the dance earlier in the year this time to make good use of
the warm summer evenings(!) We are also looking at an earlier start in the evening to make it a
more family friendly event. Tickets will be on sale soon!!
Unfortunately, owing to a clash of diary dates we are rescheduling our quiz night again – a new
date will be announced shortly.
At the AGM in April, Nita Miller will be stepping down from the committee, which will leave us with
a quorum of 4 active members – to continue with our fundraising and events we need more people
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to join us and take an active role in what we do. If you fancy doing something a little different and
contributing towards the community please get in touch – we promise not to take up too much of
your time, and you just might find you enjoy it
100 Club Winners
January:
February:
March:

Emma Hilson, Haverhill
Paul Nash, Horseheath
William McDowell, Horseheath

£30.00
£30.00
£30.00

It is that time of the year again, renewal of Social Club and 100 Club – forms in the
February/March issue. If you would still like to join then give your forms, with payment, to either
Sharon at the Post Office or put through Christine’s door.
Adrienne Powell
Chair – Horseheath Village Hall
01223 891 691 / 07932 360 589
Villagehall@horseheath.info

CASTLE CAMPS C OF E (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL
www.castlecampsschool.co.uk
It seems as if spring has finally arrived and we can all start to feel excited about the prospect of
some warmer and drier weather. The novelty of wet playtimes has started to wane for the children
now and I am approached on most days by a small delegation of pupils asking if it is dry enough to
play on the field yet. Let’s hope the sunshine continues, so we can begin to enjoy the beautiful
school grounds to the full.
It has been a busy start to this half term with a number of exciting events, such as World Book
Day, the Waste Free Lunch and the South Cambridgeshire Netball Tournament. The remainder of
the term looks equally busy and there are many more activities to look forward to. On Monday
17th March, the Cambridge University Maths Roadshow will be in school to provide opportunities
for the children to engage in a series of hands-on mathematical puzzles and games. The Friends
of Castle Camps School (FOCCS) have made a considerable contribution towards the cost of this
visit and we are, as ever, extremely grateful for their hard work and efforts in raising money for our
children. Mrs Wright is very busy planning for a whole school outing to Southend on Thursday 3rd
April and preparations are also underway for our special Easter Service, which will be held at All
Saints on the last day of term.
In February, we welcomed Ms Julie Winyard (HMI Inspector) to school for a post-OFSTED
monitoring visit. The purpose of the visit was to assess the school’s progress against our recent
OFSTED inspection actions. Ms Winyard was extremely positive about the work completed so far
and recognised the significant efforts staff, governors, parents and children are making to move
the school forward. She will be back in May to work with teachers on ways of enriching the
Numeracy curriculum.
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A particular focus for us this term has been to develop children’s love of literature. At Castle
Camps, we believe that reading for pleasure is not only an intrinsic good in its own right, but can
foster and enhance children’s learning across the curriculum and into adult life. On Monday 24th
February, we welcomed Mrs Marilyn Brocklehurst from the Norfolk Book Company to talk to staff
about how we can develop reading across the school. Mrs Brocklehurst is an inspiring speaker
with an extensive knowledge of children’s literature and we are looking forward to inviting her back
soon to help us develop a school library. To raise the profile of reading, our Literacy Coordinator,
Miss Smith, recently organised a day of activities to celebrate World Book Day. Special thanks
must go to Father Graham and Mrs Hill for the unenviable task of judging the winners of our Fancy
Dress Competition and Extreme Reading photographs. The children all looked fabulous in their
costumes and it must have been very difficult to select the winners from such as strong field. You
can view photographs of the event on the school website under Latest News Photographs.
Congratulations to our Netball Team who played in the South Cambridgeshire Tournament this
week. The team played three matches in total, winning their first games to Burrough Green (1-0)
and Linton Heights (2-0), but narrowly missed victory to the Meadow in an exciting final match.
Achieving second place on the day, means the team will now go through to the play offs.
As you may be aware, our Class 2 teacher (Mrs Ginnie Sullivan) is leaving Castle Camps at the
end of this term to take up a teaching post in Haverhill. Mrs Sullivan has been a much-valued
member of our staff for several years and she will be greatly missed by the whole school
community. I am sure you will join me in wishing her the very best of luck of the future. Although it
is always difficult to say goodbye to staff, I am pleased to inform you that Mrs Debbie MacBean
has now been appointed to the position of Class 2 teacher and will be joining us at Easter.
In April, we will also be saying goodbye to Mrs Sue Herbert, who will be leaving our school to
begin her retirement. Mrs Herbert has been a dedicated, hard-working and compassionate
member of the school staff for over 21 years. During her time with us, she has worked tirelessly to
enrich the learning opportunities of the pupils and been a tremendous supporter of the school
through the Friends of Castle Camps. As the Manager of the Breakfast and Out of School Clubs,
member of the Parish Council and a Youth Club leader, Mrs Herbert has demonstrated years of
service dedicated to the care and welfare of others. We send her our very best wishes for a happy
and restful retirement and our deepest thanks for everything she has contributed to our community
over the years.
Please do not hesitate to contact me via the Office if you would like to visit the school or discuss
ways of developing our links even further.
Kind regards and best wishes
Miss Alexandra O’Connor
Headteacher
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WEST WICKHAM AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
Our speaker for March was Julian Ives, an expert on the natural control of garden pests.
He runs his own business Dragonfli Ltd. and also is consultant for Harrod Horticultural.
Julian is an excellent speaker and we found his talk extremely helpful as he is obviously
concerned for the environment and his advice on what to use and where to use it was well
received. We were able to purchase some of his products and hope that in using them we
will be safely improving our environment.
Our next meeting was scheduled for Easter Monday so we have changed the date to 28th
March, the following Monday when Janet Buist from Penny Cross Nurseries will talk on
Salvias.
Please take note that our Annual PLANT SALE is on 17th May in West Wickham Village
Hall at 10:30am. This is our only fund-raiser so we need people to buy the many diverse
plants we are offering: all types of vegetables, herbaceous, shrubs, bedding, grasses,
alpines all at bargain prices. That is 17th MAY! Put it on the calendar.
ROSEMARY YALLOP
Tel: 01799 584262

Community Governor Vacancy
Castle Camps Primary School is looking for a Community Governor
to join their Governing Body.
If you are looking for a new challenge and are interested in making a
difference to a school at the heart of your community, please contact the
Head Teacher through the school office on

01799 584270
office@castlecamps.cambs.sch.uk
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ARCHITECTURAL
DRAWINGS
FOR

PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATION APPLICATIONS
NEW PROPERTIES, EXTENSIONS, LOFT CONVERSIONS
ETC
CONTACT US now to arrange a FREE on-site meeting at your
convenience to discuss your project.
ELY DESIGN GROUP
‘Architecture By Professionals’
www.elydesigngroup.co.uk/vm.php
Tel: 01353 649649 Mob: 07939 158482
mail@elydesigngroup.co.uk

A J PEST CONTROL
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Commercial, Domestic & Agricultural Pest Control
Wasps
Hornets
Flies
Bird Control Mice & Rats
Squirrels
Rabbits
Fleas
Bed Bugs
Ants
Cockroaches, etc

Andrew Gillings
01223 914004 or 07855 478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
andrewgillings28@btinternet.com
12

13

M D Groundworks
& General Building
Maintenance
• Driveways • Block Paving •
• Shed Bases • Conservatories •
•Patios • All Drainage • Extensions

TELEPHONE: 01223 892610 or
MOBILE: 07968 483959
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Window Cleaning Services
Mark and Ray of KLEEN Windows are
currently in your area. If you would like
a free quotation, please phone us for
a friendly and reliable service

KLEEN
Tree View, 14 Hanchett End
Haverhill CB9 7GE
Tel: 01440 707276 or
07981 079183
Window Cleaning – Gutters – PVC frames

15

VILLAGE DIARY
March

30
31

Church Cleaning – Mrs Wheeler and Mrs Orwell
Green and Blue bin collection

April

2
6

Tea and Chat in the Church
Church Cleaning – Mrs Smith and Mrs Jolley
PCC AGM, All Saints Church 11.30am
Daisy Chains Easter Egg Hunt
Black bin collection
Church Cleaning – Mrs Smith and Mrs Jolley
Green and Blue bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – CONGREGATION : EASTER
Black bin collection
Horseheath Village Community Association AGM/Annual Parish Meeting
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller and Mrs Harrison
Sunday Club, 10am in the Church
Green and Blue bin collection
Tea and Chat in the Church

7
13
14
20
22
25
27
28
30
May

June

27
28

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller and Mrs Harrison
Black bin collection
Daisy Chains Jumble Sale
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman and Mrs Pearson
Green and Blue bin collection
West Wickham & District Gardening Club Plant Sale
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman and Mrs Pearson
Black bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon and Mrs Gouldstone
Sunday Club, 10am in the Church
Green and Blue bin collection
Tea and Chat in the Church

1
2
8
9
15
16
22
23
28
29
30

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon and Mrs Gouldstone
Black bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes
Green and Blue bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes
Black bin collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Green and Blue bin collection
Barn Dance
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Black bin collection

4
6
10
11
12
17
18
19
25

Themed Supper night – date to be confirmed

September
November

1
29

Children’s Halloween Disco
Christmas Market

16

