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Minutes of Horseheath Parish Council Meeting held on  

Monday 11 November 2013 at 7:45 p.m. in the Village Hall 
 

Present: Stuart Miller (Chairman) Denise Lindsell (Vice Chairman) 

 Ninian Bickerton Anita de Klerk 

 Christine Newman Richard Southwell 
 

In Attendance Andrew Fraser (District Councillor) 

 Bernard Yallop (Parish Clerk) One Parishioner 
 

The meeting began at 7:45 pm. 

1. Apologies for Absence   Tori McKillen, Richard Barrett and Roger Hickford sent their apologies. 

2. Co-option of Parish Councillor 

Anita de Klerk signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form.   She was handed a copy of the 

latest version of the code of conduct and a blank copy of the Register of Parish Members’ Financial 

and other Interests, which has to be completed within 28 days and a hard copy sent to the Monitoring 

Officer at the Legal Office of the District Council. 

3. District and County Council Report 

Andrew Fraser’s report included items concerning both the District and the County Council:- 

 Polling Stations   A review on the location and distribution of polling stations in all polling 

areas is taking place to improve the system. 

 Broadband   Horseheath’s turn will be dealt with in June to September 2015.   Further 

information is available on the website Connecting Cambridge. 

 Better Bus Area Fund 2013   The County Council has set up a fund across the region to 

improve rural bus shelters and facilities that can be used for painting, repairing or purchasing 

new shelters.   Bids have to be in by 28 November and the contact email is 

transport.delivery@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

 District Council Call Centre   To reduce response time the district council is both training and 

increasing the number of operators on the switch board. 

 Roger Hickford’s Report   The meeting confirmed that it had seen the latest report. 

4. Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on Monday 16 September 2013 

The minutes were agreed and signed. 

5. Matters Arising 

5.1 Affordable Housing   This project is now starting.   It was noted that lorries have been destroying 

the verge at the entrance to Audley Way. 

5.2 King’s Stone   This project is still in hand. 

5.3 Winter Gritting at Cardinals Green   No news regarding gritting of Howards Lane section of 

Cardinals Green. 

5.4 Wheel Ruts on A1307 Dual Carriageway   The clerk could not locate the ruts so he could not 

report where they were exactly.   Anyone can report such information if they know exactly where it is 

by going to the CCC website at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk and click on the picture that says 

‘Report a pothole or other fault’.   Afterwards you can track its progress. 

5.5 Speed Watch   A fresh Speed Watch needs to be set up to cut down on speeding.   There were six 

volunteers in the previous team, which included Paul Wells, Ray Daynes and Christine Newman.   

Ninian Bickerton offered to contact Paul Wells and ask him if he could raise a team of six again.   

Arrangements will have to be made for training new recruits.   Richard Southwell said that it is 

possible to ask the police to carry out random speed checks, which can be very effective. 

5.6 Local Highway Improvements   Richard advised going ahead with the scheme already agreed, and 

to pay for Cardinals Green improvements, which were not that expensive.   That way the scheme 

would be completed in 2014.   If we entered a claim for Cardinals Green it was unlikely to be 

successful because we had used up all our arguments in the Horseheath application, and success is 

based on how many points can be scored. 
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6. Planning 

6.1 Parish Council 

S/1775/13/VC   Variation of Condition (Contamination Investigation) of Planning Consent 

S/0119/13/FL for Erection of 3 Affordable Dwellings following Demolition of Existing Garages for 

Butcher was approved. 

S/1860/13/FL   Two storey side and rear, single storey front and rear extension at 6 Alington Terrace, 

Cardinals Green for Lindsell was approved. 

6.2 District Council 

S/1775/13/VC   Variation of Condition (Contamination Investigation) of Planning Consent 

S/0119/13/FL for Erection of 3 Affordable Dwellings following Demolition of Existing Garages for 

Butcher was approved. 

S/1860/13/FL   Two storey side and rear, single storey front and rear extension at 6 Alington Terrace, 

Cardinals Green for Lindsell was withdrawn. 

7. Finance 

7.1 Receipts 

Date  Drawee Amount Remarks 

01/09/13  Scottish Widows £39.05 Interest 

15/09/13  SCDC £4,906.50 Precept, 2
nd

 Instalment, BACS 

01/10/13  JJMF £16.34 Dividend 

01/10/13  VSMF £48.58 Dividend 

09/10/13  Burial A/c #1 £0.15 Interest 

Total   £5,010.62  

7.2 Payments 

The following payments have been made since the last meeting: 

Date Ch No. Payee Amount Remarks 

23/09/13 557 HMRC £116.40 PAYE 2
nd

 Quarter (July, Aug, Sept) 

23/09/13  Petty Cash £24.12 Printer Cartridges 

04/11/13  Petty Cash £2.40 Stationery 

Total   £142.92  

7.3 Account Balances   On 23/10/13 the balances of the accounts were:- 

 Petty Cash £57 

 Treasurers Account £20,148 

 Burial Ground Access Fund Account #1 £1,240 

 Burial Ground Access Fund Account #2 £19,866 

 Village Sign Maintenance Fund Account £4,372 

 Total £45,683 

7.4 Clerk’s Salary 

NALC issued an employment briefing on 22 July regarding national salary awards for 2013/2014.   

New pay scales have been determined from 1 April 2013 for clerks and RFOs.   The Chairman said 

that it has always been taken for granted that the clerk’s salary is tied to that recommended by NALC.   

Denise Lindsell proposed that the hourly rate is increased from £11.185 to £11.296 to keep in step 

with the NALC recommendations.   Richard Southwell seconded the motion and it was passed 

unanimously. 

7.5 External Audit 

The audit was approved.   On the Annual Return, the clerk was asked to inform the parish council that 

the auditor had not received evidence from the clerk on the Scottish Widows bank balance.   Also the 

bank balance of the two government stocks. 

The clerk has now received the balance of the Scottish Widows account, which is issued on 1 

September each year. 

With regard to the two government stocks, there is no bank account involved.   Denise Lindsell 

suggested that since the two items are long term investments they should be removed from box 8 in 

Section 1 of the next Annual Report for 2013 to 2014 and replaced in box 9, with a covering letter of 

explanation.   The Chairman agreed. 
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7.6 Safety Report Painting and Preserving Jobs 

The clerk has received an estimate from Simon Royle for preparing and painting 2 Bus Shelters in 

green gloss, Village Pump in black, preserving 2 bench seats and painting metal work, labour £640, 

materials (at time of estimate) £182.   The parish council agreed unanimously that the work should be 

carried out.   It also asked the clerk to apply for a grant from the Better Bus Area Fund 2013. 

8. Correspondence 

There was a burst of correspondence from CAPALC in the form of attachments to emails, which were 

forwarded to the parish councillors.   The items included information on the CAPALC AGM and 

training courses, including a course on Social Media. 

9. Any Other Business 

9.1 Dog Fowling in the Cricket Field   Christine Newman reported complaints about dog fowling in 

the Cricket Field.   Anita de Klerk promised to write a letter, suitable for publication in The Venture, 

informing residents of their obligations regarding dog fowling. 

9.2 Additional Bike Racks   The Chairman pointed out that the Better Bus Area Fund 2013 could be 

used to install additional bicycle racks.   The parish council thought that existing ones were well 

placed and sufficient for current purposes. 

9.3 Pruning Church Yard Trees   MW Property Services has quoted £150 as the price for cutting back 

the growth around the trees at the front of the church yard.   The Chairman felt that this year as the 

growth was so small the expense could not be justified.   He asked the clerk to reply by letter after the 

meeting. 

9.4 Better Broad Band   Anita de Klerk was asked how much of an improvement could be expected in 

Broad Band Speed once the copper wires had been replaced by fibre glass.   She said that unless fibre 

glass was installed between Linton and Horseheath it would not make that much difference.   The 

whole village needed to join together to strengthen their arguments if they wanted better broadband.   

Richard Southwell suggested extending the microwave connection at Castle Camps Primary School to 

Horseheath. 

9.5 Historical Buildings Officers   The tree warden reported that due to lack of money the officers in 

the Historic Buildings Department will be asked to re-apply for their jobs. 

9.6 Lay-by for Access to Burial Ground   Stuart is working on a cheap and simple solution for 

obtaining access to the burial ground, releasing funds that can then be used for other purposes.   He 

would like this item to remain on the agenda until a solution is found. 

9.7 Coppiced Tree at 3 Alington Terrace   A number of thin trunks of a tree that had once been 

coppiced at 3 Alington Terrace were blown down in the recent gales falling onto the boundary fence 

and the edge of the allotment site.   It is the responsibility of the land owner to clear up the debris and 

make everything safe by cutting down more of the coppiced tree.   It may also mean pruning an 

adjacent fir trees to a more reasonable height.   The clerk has informed the SCDC Land Officer, who 

in turn informed the Housing Officer, Rachel Winman.   She has agreed to make a site visit.   Sam 

Agnew intends to be present. 

9.8 Avenue of Trees at rear of 10 Cornish Close   The CCC Housing Officer sent an email to the clerk 

via the website referring to a dead tree in an avenue of trees behind 10 Cornish Close.   The Chairman 

will contact the Housing Officer as he owns the piece of land in question. 

10. Date of Next Meeting   The next meeting will be on Monday, 13 January 2014 at 7:45 p.m. 

The meeting ended at 8:50 pm. 


