August/September 2012

FROM THE EDITOR
How are your ark’s coming along? I’m still waiting for the wood to be delivered, there has been
such a high demand over the last few weeks it may never arrive.
I am bored with it now, the rain, you just don’t know what to do when you go out for the day. Do
you take a big coat and hope that it continues raining or do you take a pac-a-mac and hope that it
is only showers. Then when you get home you’re cold, tired and miserable, and all you want to do
is curl up with a hot water bottle and get warm. Using a hot water bottle in July, it isn’t right, is it? I
must admit I’ve been wearing bed-socks on and off for the last month plus I’ve had the odd hot
water bottle too. My landlady has permitted me to turn on the heating “but only for an hour.” Well,
you know what she’s like!!
Do you think we’ll have our summer in September and October, I do hope so.
Anyway, back to reality, don’t forget to let me have anything you would like included in the
October/November 2012 issue please let The Editor by 16th September 2012 at the very latest.
Articles can be emailed to: venture@horseheath.info. To advertise your business please contact
the Venture Team on 01223 891086 for more details.

ALL SAINT’S CHURCH
Here we are in the season of tennis, cricket, fetes and barbecues – and The Olympics coming up
– and it’s still raining. 15th July is St Swithun’s Day:
If on St Swithun's day it really pours
You're better off to stay indoors
Swithun was Bishop of Winchester, way back in the Dark Ages. A good man, wise and humble,
and adviser to the King of Wessex. When Swithun was dying in 862, he asked for a humble burial
out of doors, so that, he said, the "sweet rain of heaven" could fall on his grave. But a hundred
years later Swithun was declared a saint, and they built a great cathedral in his honour at
Winchester. His body was dug up and reinterred in a splendid new indoor shrine.
On the day of the opening ceremony it started to rain, so the ceremony had to be put off to the
next day; then the next, and the next... There were forty days of torrential rain, and this was taken
as a sign that Swithun didn’t like being moved.
This was the beginning of the superstition that if it rains on St Swithun's day it will rain for 40 days
and 40 nights. What a pity that St Swithun’s name is now linked to miserable summers, rather than
to his own wisdom and humility and holiness!
Whatever the weather, have a good summer
All blessings
GRAHAMh
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Church Flowers and Cleaning
Date
July
August

September

October

nd

22
29th
5th
12th
19th
26th
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th
7th
14th
21st
28th

Cleaning and Flowers
Mrs Mizon
Mrs Keys
Mrs Keys
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Mrs Mayes
Mrs Mayes
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Mrs Rowe
Mrs Rowe
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Dr & Mrs Morse
Dr & Mrs Morse

NEWS FROM ALL SAINTS
The next TEA AND CHAT’s are Wednesday 15th August and Wednesday 12th September and it
will take place in our Church at 2.30pm and everyone is welcome.
You can keep up to date with what is happening in the local churches by looking on:
www.theconnection.org.uk. We can also be found in the village website ww.horseheath.info.
RUTH KEYS
Churchwarden
t: 01223 897978
e: ruth@keysfamily.co.uk

HORSEHEATH PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting was held on Monday 14th May in the Village Hall. In attendance was the Parish Clerk,
Bernard Yallop, County Councillor John Batchelor and three parishioners.
Affordable Housing
I told you last time that Hastoe Housing have identified a site in Audley Way with room for 3
dwellings. We arranged a consultation session in the Village Hall so that everyone could see
some plans and ask questions of Hastoe and District Council. Hastoe are considering the
comments gathered and the next step is for them to come back to us with a proposal that takes
these into account before applying for planning permission.
Speeding
Richard Southwell and Ninian Bickerton prepared plans and proposals for physical speeding
controls for the village and these were displayed alongside the housing at the consultation session
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and at the ‘Housing and Speeding’ consultation meeting in early July and we have considered all
the comments received and will be discussing the desired schemes with the Highways Dept.
Village website
The statistics tell us the site is gaining users and various new bits have been added. The best bit
is that the Village Hall is getting increased bookings through the site. Go to www.horseheath.info.
We would love to hear your comments and suggestions.
Broadband
In order to show support for faster broadband speed in our area. please register with
www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk. Only a low number have registered so far so please don’t
delay.
Litter Pick
The Brownies undertook their annual litter pick in early July. We thank them for this good work
and will be making a donation.
Code of Conduct
We are adopting a revised code of conduct, standards and complaints procedure based on the
District Council’s model.
Maintenance
Repairs to the path from Manor Farm towards the Red Lion and cutting the Church trees
overhanging branches are still on the District Council’s list and repairs to the Village sign and Pond
Path maintenance are with contractors and will be completed soon.
The next meeting will be on Monday 10th September 2012 at 7.45pm in the Village Hall. All
welcome.
Stuart Miller
Chairman
t: 893250
e: stuart@stuartmiller.co.uk

1ST HORSEHEATH BROWNIES
The Maypole Dancing was a great success. The Brownies did me proud, they didn’t put a foot
wrong and they even were asked for an encore. You can see the video of them dancing on the
village website – www.horseheath.info – look at the All Saints Church pages, recent events.
The District Campfire back at the end of May was great fun, we learned new songs and I was even
presented with a badge for spending 100 nights away with guiding. I has taken me 6 years (the
scheme started on 1 January 2006) to do and I have enjoyed everyone one of them, honestly!
The District Brownie Revels on Saturday 7 July was fun day out. We had 50 girls attend from the
local area which wasn’t bad, especially as we were competing with the Olympic Flame that was
visiting Haverhill, Bury St Edmunds, Haverhill and Newmarket. It even went past the village on it’s
way to Haverhill.
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Despite the rain the Brownies invented new sports, whanged their wellies, learned about healthy
eating, made chariots and learned some amazing facts from Olympic history. Did you know that
the last gold medal, made of sold gold, was awarded in 1912. I didn’t but I do now.
By the time you read this we will have finished for this school year and said a sad farewell to
Portia, Hannah, Autumn and Maisie who are hopefully moving up to Guides and Alannah who is
moving away, we wish them well. Don’t worry we will be back again on 12 September with some
new faces and more fun.
I hope you all have a good Summer break and the sun decides to poke it’s head out from behind
the clouds, eventually.
PAULINE AKA BARNEY
E: brownies@horseheath.info

A604 CLUB
Since the last Venture we have had Valerie Spencer, a retired District Nurse from the Linton area, visit
on 30th May to talk about the early days when she did her general training then her midwifery and she
finished doing community nursing. She spoke about how much she is disappointed in how everyone
now-a-days are on first name terms and not using Mr, Mrs or Miss.
Andrew Westward-Bates has many old films in his collection and this visit he showed us his film about
Cambridgeshire and the Fens from the mid 1940’s into the 1960’s and 1970’s.
Peter Jackson from Scotsdales visited on 27th June when he bought along and talked the plants that
are suitable for our soil. At the end of his visit he sold off the plants at reduced cost.
We have moved our Birthday Party to 22nd August due to members holidays, it is hoped that everyone
will be fit and well by mid-August.
During August we have Dr & Mrs Morse giving us a talk on ‘Canada, the East side’ and in September
we have a Bring and Buy

If there is anyone, over the age of 50 would like to visit, or perhaps join our little Club please
contact Christine on 01223 891086 for more details.
CHRISTINE

REMEMBERED…..
Mr Allan Fraser, 3 Meadow Cottages, Horseheath
We send our deepest sympathy to the family of the dearly departed and we are thinking of them in
our prayers.
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THANK YOU
Thank you for all you’re best wishes and attending Allan’s funeral to support me and my family o
our sad day.
Life will not be the same without him, but it is reassuring to know I have such great friends around.
CHERRY FRASER

CASTLE CAMPS C OF E (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL
www.castlecampsschool.co.uk
As most of you know, this has been the wettest summer term on record and I can confirm that we
did not have one completely dry week and we have hardly used the field, so disappointing!
However, on the bright side the plants and trees are green and lush. The vegetables and fruits are
behind schedule and our potato harvest has been small, but tasty!
Reports have been sent home, new classes allocated, test results and assessments shared. We
were part of the village Open Gardens and it reminded us of how much we have progressed with
our growing areas and ‘sustainability’. Our solar panels, water harvesting, recycling and
composting are all amazing! Class 5 have built another structure out of recycled plastic bottles, a
hexagonal “summer house” with pointed roof. It looks fantastic and has been much admired by
most of our visitors. So all in all a lot has been done despite the weather.
Now it is time to say goodbye to our Year 6 pupils who move on to Secondary school as well as
several support staff: Jackie Stuart, Donna Gregory and Tracy Hubble. All have spent many hours
caring for the children here, thank you! In September we have the same class teachers, in the
same classes and that is a huge bonus. School is always changing, housed in an outdated and
inappropriate building but it is a dynamic and rewarding place to be. The hard work, patience and
flexibility of the staff and the gifted and talented children, it is wonderful!
I would like to thank our Governors, who are responsible for the running of the school; especially
Mrs Emma Manners, who has moved northwards to Yorkshire. Also, the Friends of the School for
their support, socially and financially. A special thanks to Father Graham for his thoughts on our
monthly ‘values’ and of course all the families that support us.
Offers of help are always welcome! Take care and good wishes, a new school ‘year’ beckons.
Kevin Sheehan (Headteacher)
Tel. 01799 584270
email: office@castlecamps.cambs.sch.uk

HORSEHEATH VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
We have been a busy lot over the past few weeks: we are definitely going ahead with the Barn
Dance to be held at the barn at Manor Farm on 29th September 2012. We must say a huge thank
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you to everyone at Thurlow Estate who have allowed us to use their barn for the evening and will
be clearing out the space so we can get in there to set up… there will be more information out and
about soon, so pencil this one in your diaries now!
We excited to announce that we are hosting a live music event in May 2013 as a way of raising
funds both for the village hall, and other charities. We will look at dividing profits with
2-3 other charities – either between 4 as a 25% equal split or as 50% to one and 25%
to both the village hall (registered charity 291189) plus one other. Charities we are
considering are: EACH (East Anglian Children’s Hospice), The Air Ambulance,
MAGPAS, Help for Heroes, Save the Children… if there are any worthy causes that
you would like to put forward
for consideration then please get in touch –
villagehall@horseheath.info – we are open to suggestions. In addition to the music there will be
lots of things to do and a BBQ to enjoy! Look out for more information on the website
www.horseheath.info . We are looking for bands to showcase themselves on the day – a lot of self
promotion for a little bit of charity work! We already have one local band lined up – if you are part
of a band, or know of someone who would like to perform a slot for charity please get in touch on
the email address above or give me a call.
You should be receiving your Horseheath Jubilee Mugs over the next few days – designed by our
very own Nita Miller these have been funded by the Parish Council and there is one for each
household. If you weren’t in when they were delivered then there will be a slip through your door
and you can arrange to collect yours from the person delivering to your area; details will be on the
slip. Should you wish to order an additional mug, these will cost £5 each. To have a rerun of the
order we need a minimum of 72 mugs ordered – we already have 30 orders placed – please get in
touch with me on 01223 891 691, or email villagehall@horseheath.info
The Village Hall is a hive of activity at the moment:
•
•
•

•

We are host to our regular Pilates Classes run by Su Matthews on Tuesday evenings &
Thursday mornings, these will finish for the summer break on 19th July but there are four
classes organised for the summer holidays: Contact Su on 07986 692 334.
Becca Harrison’s Yoga Classes start this week on Thursday evenings – contact Becca for
details on 07779 130 392.
Knit & Natter will run throughout the Summer holidays: 10am-12pm every other Friday
starting 27th July – bring the children – there is the playground to be used and a craft table
for those interested – cost £1.50 per adult + 50p per child to include tea, squash and
biscuits/cake. Bring the craft of your choice – we are not just limited to knitting!
(Fingers crossed) we will be hosting a new Zumba class from August – we are finalising
the details as we speak and look forward to bringing you the good news in the next couple
of weeks – watch this space (and the website!)

These classes, along with the Brownies, A604 Club and Parish meetings mean the hall has
become the hub of activity it once was. A fantastic achievement on behalf of the committee who
are always on the look out for new classes/activities to bring to the village! Remember the hall is
always available for parties/meetings etc – so bear us in mind when you are looking for a venue.
Monthly 100 Club Winners:
June
July

Elizabeth Mizon
Lilian Hale

£30.00
£30.00

Adrienne Powell, Chair HVCA
E: villagehall@Horseheath.info
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HORSEHeatH

BARN

DANCE
Sat. 29 September
AT MANOR FARM, HORSEHEATH
Limited tickets available - call Adrienne 891691 or Nita 893250

£15 each, £28 for two, £5 for children, inc. buffet
BAR + RAFFLE
All in aid of HorseheathVillage Hall

WEST WICKHAM AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
West Wickham and District Gardening Club were very lucky to have picked probably the best
evening this year for their outing to Ousden House. Mr and Mrs Robinson made us welcome with
a glass of wine and canapés, then conducted us enthusiastically round their beautiful garden
which included a Clock Tower, Rose Garden, Lake and Water Garden.
Our visit to Jim and Hilary Potter's garden and Maze at Balsham on 2nd July was great fun - the
clouds lifting as we arrived. Later, we were treated to wine and strawberry flan in the
Conservatory. The Club would like to thank Mr and Mrs Robinson and Jim and Hilary for the effort
they took to make us all welcome.
Our main outing will be to Bressingham Gardens in Diss on 15th September. Tickets are now on
sale from Janet (jmmorris@jmmorris.plus.com), members £20 and non-members £25. Alan
Bloom will give us a guided tour but it is an outstanding garden and there will be plenty of time to
wander at leisure, ride on the Carousel or take the steam train.
Please make a note of 18th August, this is the date of our Horticultural Show and even if you have
not entered anything do come in the afternoon to the Prize Giving and Raffle of produce.
Residents of West Wickham and surrounding areas that do not have their own Society are eligible
to enter and will be made most welcome.
That wraps up our gardening year, one that will be remembered for a long time by exasperated
gardeners throughout the UK.
If you are thinking of joining us next year, membership is £8, £10 for family, and you can ring me
on 01799 584262.
ROSEMARY YALLOP
(Speaker's Secretary)

CASTLE CAMPS PRE-SCHOOL
Welcome to our Summer newsletter. We are pleased to report that the pre-school and the out of
school club continue to grow and we are now recruiting for children to join us in the Autumn term.
An open day is planned for Thursday 18th October from 9.30 till 11am, so please fell free to drop in
and see us. Alternatively should you require an immediate place, please contact us for a
registration form.
With the continued growth comes another change in staff. Due to other commitments our Deputy
Jackie Stewart is leaving after giving us 7 years of dedicated, high quality assistance in the care
and education of children aged 2 ½ - 5 years. She has been an invaluable member in the running
of the Pre-School and we wish her all the best in the future.
In view of this and following an interview process, we are pleased to announce we have now
appointed a new Deputy Supervisor to assist Ann with the continued running of the Pre-School.
Her name is Debbie Riley and she joins us from Ketton Early Birds in Kedington, where she has
worked for 5½ years. We hope you will all join us in welcoming her to her new role.
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Fundraising for the Pre-School continues and £180.00 was recently raised during our very
successful BBQ and overnight camping event at the school. Unfortunately we had to cancel our
80s and 90s disco due to low ticket sales. We have also recently had a stall at the Haverhill Big
Day Out to promote the Pre School.
For those of you that like to be pampered, we have also booked the Castle Camps Hall for a
pamper evening on Saturday 13th October. Details of this and the treatments available on the
night will follow in due course.
Thank you to all involved in the running of these events and to all of you that have continued to
support the Pre-School. All funds raised go towards improving and making the Pre-School a safe
and happy environment for the children.
Emma Jennings
Pre-School Committee Secretary
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WEST WICKHAM & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB ANNUAL SHOW
West Wickham and District Gardening Club will be holding its Annual Show in August. We hope
you can be challenged into entering some exhibits or by coming and seeing how well your friends
and neighbours have done. There is a wide variety of classes we hope will interest you –
vegetables and fruit, cut flowers and pot plants, flower arrangements, classes just for children,
cooking and jam making and photography. There is prize money and cups to be won and anyone
can enter from West Wickham, Streetly End or from neighbouring parishes without Horticultural
Societies of their own, so we would welcome exhibits from people living in Horseheath.
THE SHOW IS ON SATURDAY 18TH AUGUST AT WEST WICKHAM VILLAGE HALL, OPENING
AT 2.00pm with the prize giving at 3.00pm, followed by an auction of produce. Exhibits can be
brought to the hall between 9.30 and 11.30am.
Show Schedules and entry forms are available from:
Andrew Morris, 21 High Street, West Wickham, Cambridge CB21 4RY.
Tel: 01223 290863.
Email: ANDREW.L.MORRIS@TALK21.COM
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M D Groundworks
& General Building Maintenance
• Driveways • Block Paving •
• Shed Bases • Conservatories •
•Patios • All Drainage • Extensions
TELEPHONE: 01223 892610 or
MOBILE: 07968 483959

A J PEST CONTROL

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Commercial, Domestic & Agricultural Pest Control
Wasps
Hornets
Flies
Bird Control Mice & Rats
Squirrels
Rabbits
Fleas
Bed Bugs
Ants
Cockroaches, etc

Andrew Gillings
01223 530988 or 07855 478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
andrewgillings28@btinternet.com
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Window Cleaning Services
Mark and Ray of KLEEN Windows are
currently in your area. If you would like
a free quotation, please phone us for
a friendly and reliable service

KLEEN
Tree View, 14 Hanchett End
Haverhill CB9 7GE
Tel: 01440 707276 or
07981 079183
Window Cleaning – Gutters – PVC frames
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VILLAGE DIARY
July

27
29
30

Knit ‘n’ Natter, Horseheath Village Hall
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Keys
Black Bin Collection

August

4
5
6
10
12
13
15
18
19
20
22
24
26
28

Farmers Market, Linton Village College
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Keys
Green and Blue Bin Collection
Knit ‘n’ Natter, Horseheath Village Hall
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Black Bin Collection
Tea and Chat, All Saints Church, Horseheath
West Wickham Gardening Club Annual Show
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
Green and Blue Bin Collection
A604 Birthday Party
Knit ‘n’ Natter, Horseheath Village Hall
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes
Black Bin Collection

September 1
2
3
7
9
10

15
16
17
21
23
24
29
30

Farmers Market, Linton Village College
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes
Green and Blue Bin Collection
Knit ‘n’ Natter, Horseheath Village Hall
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Black Bin Collection
Horseheath Parish Council Meeting
Tea and Chat, All Saints Church, Horseheath
Brownies restarts
West Wickham Gardening Club – visit to Bressingham Gardens, Diss
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
Green and Blue Bin Collection
Knit ‘n’ Natter, Horseheath Village Hall
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Rowe
Black Bin Collection
Barn Dance at Manor Farm Barn (Horseheath Village Hall)
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Rowe

1
5
7
8
14
15
18
21
22
28
29

Green and Blue Bin Collection
Knit ‘n’ Natter, Horseheath Village Hall
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Black Bin Collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
Green and Blue Bin Collection
Open Day at Castle Camps Pre-School, 9.30-11am
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Dr & Mrs Morse
Black Bin Collection
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Dr & Mrs Morse
Green and Blue Bin Collection
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