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FROM THE EDITOR 
 
It is the start of another year and it is all systems go.  The garden is looking tired, I’ll looking tired 
and I haven’t done anything yet.  I’ve seed to buy, compost to buy, greenhouse to clean, weeds to 
kill and last but by no means least I’ve wood to cut for next year’s Christmas fires as there are 
under 340 sleeps until they are needed. 
 
I’ve heard rumblings that there might be some decorating to do and it isn’t even the end of January 
so far to early to think of a spring clean and paint job, although I have seen Easter eggs in the 
shops so it won’t be long. 
 
I never did go and talk to Heather, I must make the effort to go and see her but there just doesn’t 
seem to be the time.  The world is so busy now and everything is moving so fast, well apart from 
Colin on his tractor! 
 
Don’t forget to let me have anything you would like included in the April/May 2014 issue please let 
The Editor by 16th March 2014 at the very latest.  Articles can be emailed to: 
venture@horseheath.info.  To advertise your business please contact the Venture Team on 01223 
891086 for more details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH 
 
Groundhog Day - a festival of new beginnings 
 
Once upon a time, farmers in America believed that if the groundhogs (heavily-built rodents) came 
out of hibernation on 2nd February, then it would be a good Spring. 
 
Have you seen the film?  It’s about a Scrooge-like man who wakes up every morning to find it’s 
Groundhog Day – 2nd February – all over again.  Whatever he does during that day - from 
learning to play the piano to attempting suicide – it makes no difference.  Eventually he goes to 
sleep, then the alarm goes off and it’s morning and he has to go through the day again.  It’s a 
happy film, so there must be a happy ending.  At last he becomes a Better Person, then he finds 
True Love and escapes the perpetual circle. 
 
Second of February is also Candlemas Day.  Candles give a living light, and they are symbols of 
Christ, the Light of the World.  You can light a candle as an unspoken prayer.  Finding the right 
words to pray can be difficult.  Our hearts can be too full of words, and our worries can paralyse 
us.  Sometimes it’s good just to light a candle and sit quietly by it.  Let the Holy Spirit of God work 
in you, and lead you into prayer without words. 
 
With all blessings  
 
GRAHAM 
 

mailto:venture@horseheath.info
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Church Flowers and Cleaning 

Date  Cleaning and Flowers 
January 26 Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison 
February 2 Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison 
 9 Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson 
 16 Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson 
 23 Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone 
March 2 Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone 

 9 Mrs Mayes  

LENT – no flowers 

 16 Mrs Mayes  
 23 Mrs Wheeler & Mrs Orwell  
 30 Mrs Wheeler & Mrs Orwell  
April 6 Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley  
 13 Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley  

 20 EASTER - Congregation 
 27 Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison 
May 4 Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison 

 
 
 

NEWS FROM ALL SAINTS’ 
 
It was lovely to see so many people in Church on Christmas Eve and the Js Hospice a charitable 
organization for transforming the Lives of Young Adults with Life Limiting conditions throughout 
Essex benefitted by your generosity.  £500 was donated from our Collection.  The Christingle 
Service on 1 December for the Childrens Society we were able to send £60.00.  Our Coffee 
morning on the 8 December raised £220.00 for Church Upkeep.  
 
Alan & Audrie will host at 5 Cornish Close the Tea and Chat on 5 February and 5 March.  April’s 
Tea & chat will return to the Church.  A Valentines Brunch will be held on the 15 February in 
Church come and taste our Homemade Soup there will be a raffle and Tombola. 
 
Sunday Club for Children of all ages held on the 4th Sunday of each month 10am continues to 
flourish and before the next Venture I hope work will have started on the restoration of the Bells, I 
am happy to say that we will be in a position to add a 5th Bell and so bring our ring back to as it 
was pre-1825. Fund raising continues.  We all wish you a happy, healthy and peaceful 2014.  
 
Pat & Judith 
Church Wardens   
 
 
 
 
 

HORSEHEATH PARISH COUNCIL 
 
A meeting was held on Monday 13 January in the Village Hall.  In attendance were the Parish 
Clerk Bernard Yallop, our County Councillor Roger Hickford and our District Councillor Richard 
Barrett. 
 
County Council news 
There will be money spent on the A 1307.  Most of the money will be spent on public transport with 
a hub at Four Went Ways.  The rest will go towards improving junctions. 
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District Council news 
Age Concern appointed a new Mobile Warden and the system is working well.  A back-up Warden 
had now been appointed as well. 
 
He talked about government funding and the district council’s budget and said that there was likely 
to be more cutting of services as they have relied upon reserves for the last few years and they 
are beginning to dry up now. 
 
Precept 
This is the money we get each year as part of the Council Tax.  We have agreed to peg it to the 
same as last year and this includes a substantial contribution to the costs of the speeding works.   
 
Winter gritting 
We were not successful in our request to get the school bus route through Cardinals Green gritted 
in winter.  We will try again next year. 
 
Speeding 
We had been told that the speeding control measures detailed in the last Venture report would be 
started in December and finished within 3 months.  However they didn’t and we are chasing up a 
new date. 

  
Speedwatch 
This is the system operated by the County Council where villagers man a speeding camera. We 
are still trying to form a team of at least 6 volunteers, which is the minimum.  Please speak to 
Ninian Bickerton on 892062.  
 
Annual Parish Meeting 
While this is not a Parish Council meeting we have the responsibility to set a date and have again 
agreed to share the meeting on 25 April with The Village Hall AGM.  This is the Friday after Easter. 
It is an opportunity for all village clubs and organisations to report on activities during the year, and 
for villagers to discuss these as they wish and to speak on any matter of local interest.     
 
Next meeting  
The next meeting will be on Monday 10 March at 7.45pm in the Village Hall.  All welcome. 
 
Stuart Miller, Chairman 
T: 893250 
E: stuart@stuartmiller.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1ST
 HORSEHEATH BROWNIES 

 

Our Christmas Luncheon for the Over 60’s was a great success with two violin solos, a tango 
(without the music), piano solos and a fabulous ‘Riverdance’ tap routine by Faye.  All our guests 
went home with a Christmas gift, card and calendar made by the Brownies.  Special thanks must 
go to Sarah, Paul, Grace, Tony, Pat, Stella and Mother for all their help before during and after the 
event.  Also thanks must go to Gloria and Audrie for their delicious soups. 
 
At the end of last term we said ‘goodbye’ to Holly, Millie and Katie who have all moved on to 
Guides in Linton, Balsham and Brinkley.  This week, at the start of our Centenary year, we 

mailto:stuart@stuartmiller.co.uk
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welcomed Charlotte, Isabella, Saffia, Ellie, Daisy and Bethan to the unit making our number up to  
30.  We also welcomed Hera Waddington into the unit as our Young Leader. 
 
We have some exciting events happening this year, we are off to London in April to the Bell 
Foundry with All Saints Church, our Annual Brownie Holiday to the Jarman Centre in March, a 
Brownie Fun Day in June, a District outing in May and the finale to the Centenary year a Big 
Brownie Birthday Star Quest at Churchill College in July.  I think we may struggle to fit in normal 
Brownie activities with all those events. 
 
If you would like to put your daughter on our waiting list please register her at 
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested.  If you would like more information on what we do or would like 
to help us with a special skill you may have then please drop Sophie and I an email. 
 

PAULINE and SOPHIE 
E: brownies@horseheath.info  
 
 
 
 
 
 

A604 CLUB 
 

We held our last meeting on Wednesday 4 December, it was our Christmas Lunch at The Bell in 
Balsham, everyone was in good spirits and getting ready for the festive season.  We will hopefully 
have started back on Wednesday 29 January 2014.   
 
Our Chairman this year has been Mary Buckle and she will be retiring at the AGM due to personal 
reasons, so unless we can find a new Chairman in the next few months the Club will have to close.  
It will be a shame to see it close after 27 years.   
 
Our AGM is on Wednesday 12 February 2014, in the village hall.  It would be nice to see some 
new faces. 
 
If anyone over the age of 50 would like to join, please get it touch with Mary 01223 891025 or Don 
01223 893428.   
 
CHRISTINE  
Secretary/Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HORSEHEATH VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 
Happy New Year to one and all! 
 
At the Village Hall we ended 2013 with our Christmas Market on Saturday 30 November.  We had 
a great selection of stalls and plenty of mulled wine and mince pies to go around.  Unfortunately 
this year, due to a lack of communication, we managed to clash dates with events at both Daisy 
Chains in West Wickham, and with Castle Camps Primary School, which meant we were much 
quieter this year than we were in 2012.  Not to worry though, for 2014 we intend to make sure we 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested
mailto:brownies@horseheath.info
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check our (an others) dates carefully before planning our Market, and we look forward to a much 
busier day! 
 
Many of you who attend the supper evenings we host at the village hall will be delighted to know 
we have finally invested in some nice new cutlery.  This will be available for all to use along with 
the new mugs we have on order.   
 
On the downside, we have just been informed by South Cambs District Council that from 1 March 
2014 they intend to charge all village halls in the area for the removal of their rubbish and 
recycling.  This is obviously something we need to discuss as a Committee, and we are currently 
waiting to hear what the charges will be.  Options to be considered are whether to increase the hall 
rental fee to cover this cost or whether to request that hirers remove their rubbish/recycling from 
the hall after their function.  Obviously this doesn’t stop the waste/recycling produced by village 
hall events and the clubs that use it, so it is something that needs due consideration and 
discussion before a decision is made.... please bear with us and understand if we do increase our 
hire charges this year it is down to charges being imposed on us by SCDC.  On the other hand if 
you have any suggestions we haven’t considered please email them to 
villagehall@horseheath.info. 
 
Our Quiz night in March has changed dates, and will now be held on 21 March....It’s time to start 
organising your teams to go head to head with the rest of the village – more information will follow 
soon. 
 
Finally, at the AGM in April, Nita Miller will be standing down from the Committee after 7 (or is it 
8?) years to concentrate on other commitments – we will miss her input and creativity as well as 
her enthusiasm and cooking; we still have 3 more months before she leaves us but if anyone 
fancies stepping into her boots, please get in touch.  We meet on average every 6 weeks and our 
meetings are rarely too heavy, or serious!  On a more sober note, we will be down to 4 active 
Committee members, and need more help – if you can spare time to join us please do, you will 
definitely get more out of it than you put in! 
 
100 Club Winners 
 
  December: Cherry Fraser, Horseheath £30.00 
  Christmas: Gavin Staples, Horseheath £140.00 
 
It is coming to that time of the year again when Social Club and 100 Club need to be renewed.  
Forms are inside this issue of the Venture, please return them by the date listed. 
 
 
Adrienne Powell, Chair HVCA  
E: villagehall@Horseheath.info     
T: 01223 891691 

 
 
 
 
 

LOST AND FOUND 
 

 
Bank note found on Horseheath cricket meadow.  Early enquiries have not found the owner.  Ring 
891040 to claim. 

 

mailto:villagehall@horseheath.info
mailto:villagehall@Horseheath.info
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CASTLE CAMPS C OF E (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL 
www.castlecampsschool.co.uk  

 
On behalf of all the staff and children at Castle Camps Primary School, I would like to wish you all 
a very happy new year.  We are looking forward to working closely with the local community again 
in 2014 and hope to see you at the events scheduled for the term ahead. 
 
My first term as Headteacher at Castle Camps seemed to pass by extremely quickly and it was 
certainly a busy and productive time, particularly in the run up to Christmas.  At the end of term, 
Classes 1 and 2 provided us with a lovely Christmas production of ‘Busy, Busy Bethlehem’.  The 
children sang beautifully and I was extremely impressed by how well the children performed in 
front of such large audiences.  In the following week, Key Stage 2 gave a superb presentation 
based on the theme ‘Christmas around the World’.  During the show, the children explained 
through song, narration and role play how Christmas is traditionally celebrated in Russia, Norway 
and Spain.  It was a wonderful evening and extremely well attended by family and friends.  
 
The children returned to school on the 8th January and have settled in quickly after their Christmas 
break.  This term, we have many exciting events planned, including: World Book Day, events 
linked to the Cambridge Science Festival and the Cambridge University Maths Roadshow.  These 
will provide children with a number of exciting ‘hands on’ activities to stimulate their interest and 
develop their understanding within the core subjects.  Our topic focus will be ‘The Blue Planet’.  As 
part of this unit, children will be researching rivers, coasts and the seaside towns of the United 
Kingdom.  At the end of term, we are aiming to take all classes to Hunstanton to complete field 
work linked to coastal habitats and cliff erosion.  We are always grateful to Father Graham for his 
support and guidance and look forward to attending All Saints during the Easter period. 
 
The Friends (FOCCS) are continuing to make an excellent contribution to our school and have a 
number of exciting fund raising events planned for this term.  Further information will be available 
on our school website shortly.  As always, we are extremely grateful for their enthusiasm, hard 
work and commitment to the school that provides so much in the way of enrichment opportunities 
for our children.  
 
As I stated in my previous article, the relationships between the school, families and local 
community are fundamental to us achieving success.  Please do not hesitate to contact me via the 
Office if you would like to visit the school or discuss ways of developing our links even further. 
 
Kind regards and best wishes. 
 
Miss Alexandra O’Connor 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY LIFELINE SERVICE 
 
Residents are being reminded of a valuable community lifeline service run by South 
Cambridgeshire District Council. The service provides alarm equipment to help anyone of any age 
to feel safer, more protected and independent in their own home.   
 

http://www.castlecampsschool.co.uk/
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The equipment gives people peace of mind by offering the reassurance of 24-hour emergency 
assistance at the touch of a button on a pendant or wristband.  
 
When activated, the button raises an alarm and connects the user directly to trained staff who 
speak to them via a small unit installed close to their telephone. Those staff will instantly know the 
name, address and health details of the user, raise the relevant help and, where requested, notify 
friends, family or neighbours The pendant and wristbands work within a 50 metre radius of the unit 
so are very effective within properties as well as gardens. 
 
This equipment supports a host of additional telecare technology, including smoke detectors, fall 
detectors and bed sensors, and cost as little as £20 to install and £4.26 a week. 
 
For more information visit www.scambs.gov.uk/community-lifeline-service, email 
lifelines@scambs.gov.uk or call 03450 450 500. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NEWS FROM CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE 
 
FIREFIGHTERS are asking residents to take care while cooking during February. 
Valentine’s Day means more people may turn to the kitchen to cook their way to a loved one’s 
heart, and combined with Shrove Tuesday and National Chip Week, which runs from February 17-
23, there are many more chances people may end distracted while cooking this month.  
Here are some handy tips for staying safe in the kitchen: 
 

 Never leave cooking unattended and avoid leaving children alone in the kitchen when 
cooking on a hob 

 Keep tea towels and cloths away from the cooker and hob 

 Avoid drinking alcohol to excess when cooking 

 Take care when cooking with oil, especially in deep fat fryers – it sets alight easily. 

 Don’t tackle a fire yourself – Get out, stay out and dial 999. 
 

Like our fan page on Facebook: www.facebook.com/cambsfrs, follow us on Twitter @cambsfrs. 
 
To find out if you are eligible for a free home fire safety check, call 0800 917 99 94. 
 
 
 
 
 

WEST WICKHAM AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB 
 
West Wickham and District Gardening Club were delighted to welcome Fiona Edmond from Green 
Islands Gardens and Nursery, Ardleigh near Colchester. She gave us a talk on "Planting for Winter 
Colour and Scent" which was illustrated with wonderful slides of trees, shrubs and evergreen 
perennials.  She had brought us cuttings of her shrubs in flower at the moment and the hall was 
filled with scent from the Daphnes, Sarcococcas, Witchhazels and many more.  Fiona is a garden 
designer and her island beds at the Nursery, full of rare plants, trees and shrubs are open five 
days a week and ten months of the year.  She brought a large variety of plants with her which our 
members were very happy to purchase.  
 

http://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-lifeline-service
mailto:lifelines@scambs.gov.uk
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Next month David Mitchell (ex-Mid Suffolk Tree and Landscape Officer) will talk on " Veteran 
Trees, Trees and the Law, Pests and Diseases, Right Tree- Right Place".  This will be on 17 
February at our usual time of 7.30pm in West Wickham Village Hall.  
 
ROSEMARY YALLOP 
Tel: 01799 584262  
 
 
 
 
 

DO SOMETHING SPECIAL… 
BECOME A FOSTER CARER IN 2014 

 
Cambridgeshire County Council needs more foster families to help transform lives and meet the 
needs of local children and young people.  Although the service has seen an increase in enquiries 
they still need to encourage more people to make that call and consider fostering.  
 
People become Foster Carer because they want to give children and young people a home for as 
long as they needed it.  There are so many positive changes that a families love and commitment 
can make and anyone who has a caring nature should consider fostering.  
 
Every child is different so we need different Foster Carers.  If you have a spare room and can offer 
stability, security and the positive experience of a loving family then we want to hear from you. 
 
You might be: 

•  Married, in a civil partnership, single or living with a partner 
•  From an ethnic background 
•  In work, unemployed or retired 

Recruiting local people will mean that children and young people can live in their own community, 
continue to attend the same school and maintain contact with their family and friends. 
 
In return we offer generous allowances including a start up package, 24 hour support and full 
training. 
 
Call our freephone number on 0800 052 0078 or email fanda@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
 
 
 

Buttercups Nearly New Sale 

Saturday 1st March 1-3pm 

Meadow School Hall 

High Street, Balsham 

Children’s clothes (0-8 years), school uniform,  

toys and baby equipment 

 

Entry on the day £1 

 

All proceeds to Buttercups Community Preschool 

 

If you are interested in becoming a seller 

or for further information please contact  

vtunnicliff@gmail.com or buttercupspreschool@yahoo.com 

or Vanessa on 01223 890318 

mailto:vtunnicliff@gmail.com
mailto:buttercupspreschool@yahoo.com
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ARCHITECTURAL 
DRAWINGS 

 

FOR 
 

PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATION APPLICATIONS 
 

NEW PROPERTIES, EXTENSIONS, LOFT CONVERSIONS 
ETC 

 

CONTACT US now to arrange a FREE on-site meeting at your 
convenience to discuss your project. 

 
 

ELY DESIGN GROUP 
‘Architecture By Professionals’ 

 

www.elydesigngroup.co.uk/vm.php 
Tel: 01353 649649 Mob: 07939 158482 

mail@elydesigngroup.co.uk A J PEST CONTROL 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  

Commercial, Domestic & Agricultural Pest Control 
 Wasps  Hornets  Flies 
 Bird Control Mice & Rats Squirrels 
 Rabbits Fleas  Bed Bugs 
 Ants  Cockroaches, etc 
 

Andrew Gillings 
01223 914004 or 07855 478824 
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

andrewgillings28@btinternet.com 

http://www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk/
mailto:andrewgillings28@btinternet.com
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M D Groundworks 

& General Building 

Maintenance 

 
• Driveways • Block Paving • 

 

• Shed Bases • Conservatories • 

 

 •Patios • All Drainage • Extensions 

 

TELEPHONE: 01223 892610 or 

MOBILE: 07968 483959 
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   Window Cleaning Services 

 
Mark and Ray of KLEEN Windows are 
currently in your area.  If you would like 
a free quotation, please phone us for 

a friendly and reliable service 

 
KLEEN 

Tree View, 14 Hanchett End 
Haverhill  CB9 7GE 

Tel: 01440 707276 or 
07981 079183 

 
Window Cleaning – Gutters – PVC frames 
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VILLAGE DIARY 

 
January 27 Black bin collection 
 29 A604 Meeting 

February 2 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller and Mrs Harrison 
 3 Green and Blue bin collection 
 5 Tea and Chat, 5 Cornish Close 
 9 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman and Mrs Pearson 
 10 Black  bin collection 
 15 Valentines Brunch, All Saints Church Horseheath 
 16 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman and Mrs Pearson 
 17 Green and Blue bin collection 
 23 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon and Mrs Gouldstone 
 24 Black bin collection 
 28 Daisy Chains Quiz Night, West Wickham Village Hall 

March 1 Nearly New Sale, Buttercups Pre-School Balsham 
 2 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon and Mrs Gouldstone 
 3 Green and Blue bin collection 
 6 Tea and Chat, 5 Cornish Close 
 9 Church Cleaning – Mrs Mayes 
 10 Black bin collection 
  Parish Council Meeting, 7.45pm in Horseheath Village Hall 
 16 Church Cleaning – Mrs Mayes 
 17 Green and Blue bin collection 
 21 Quiz Night, Horseheath Village Hall 
 23 Church Cleaning – Mrs Wheeler and Mrs Orwell 
 24 Black bin collection 
 30 Church Cleaning – Mrs Wheeler and Mrs Orwell 
 31 Green and Blue bin collection 

April 6 Church Cleaning – Mrs Smith and Mrs Jolley 
 7 Black bin collection 
 13 Church Cleaning – Mrs Smith and Mrs Jolley 
 14 Green and Blue bin collection 
 25 Horseheath Village Community Association AGM/Annual Parish Meeting 

June  Barn Dance – date to be confirmed 

September  Themed Supper night – date to be confirmed 

November 1 Children’s Halloween Disco 
 29 Christmas Market 
 
 


