December 2013/January 2014

FROM THE EDITOR
Can anyone else smell it? I’m sure I caught the whiff of Christmas the other day. I’m not sure I
could describe it if you asked but I’m sure that is what it was. I mean there are only 38 sleeps to
Christmas, at the time of writing, and I don’t know about you but I haven’t bought a thing. I don’t
even know what to buy, which is part of the problem.
I’ve also heard it is going to snow this week and that this winter is going to be the coldest for 75
years! I’m definitely not old enough to remember that so I might have to go a talk to my friend
Heather and ask her.
Anyway, when the big guy calls I hope he leaves you a nice big present and you don’t eat too
many mince pies.
Don’t forget to let me have anything you would like included in the February/March 2014 issue
please let The Editor by 16th January 2014 at the very latest. Articles can be emailed to:
venture@horseheath.info. To advertise your business please contact the Venture Team on 01223
891086 for more details.

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
Not long now: soon Christmas, then the New Year. There was a Roman god called Janus who
had two faces: one looking forward and one looking back; and the month of January is named
after him. New Year has always been a time of looking back as well as forwards. We can look
back on many happy memories and be thankful for all the things that gave us joy. Sadly most of
us can also look back on the things which would have been better left undone.
But we can’t change what has already happened: we can only try not to repeat our mistakes in
future. That’s why people make New Year resolutions. Many have learned that the best
resolution of all is to place our trust in God for the guidance and help we all need.
Christmas 1939 - the first one of the war - was a very dark one indeed, and no one could tell then
what the New Year would bring. When King George VI broadcast his message to the Empire, he
quoted some lines written by M L Haskins thirty years before: words of encouragement that still
speak to us today.
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
"Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown!"
And he replied: "Go out into the darkness and put thine hand into the Hand of God. That shall
be to thee better than light and safer than a known way."
So I went forth, and finding the hand of God, trod gladly into the night.
May God's almighty hand guide and uphold us all.
May you have a blessed Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
GRAHAM†
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Church Flowers and Cleaning
Date
Cleaning and Flowers
November
24
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
December
1
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
8
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
15
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
22
CHRISTMAS – CONGREGATION
29
Mrs Mayes
January
5
Mrs Mayes
12
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
19
Mrs Smith & Mrs Jolley
26
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
February
2
Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison
9
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
16
Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson
23
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
March
2
Mrs Mizon & Mrs Gouldstone
9
Mrs Mayes
16
Mrs Mayes
Church Services
December

January

1
8
24
5
12

Christingle, 3.30pm
Holy Eucharist, 9.30am
Carol Service, 6pm
Holy Eucharist, 10am
Holy Eucharist, 9.30am

NEWS FROM ALL SAINTS’
Our Harvest Sunday Roast Lunch on the 20th October was well attended and thank you to all who
prepared, cooked served, sold raffle tickets and washed the dishes.
Sunday Club has got off to a good start, the children enjoy games, reading, and members assist in
the service following. It commences at 10am to 10.45am for those not wishing to stay to the
Eucharist service. Next meeting is Sunday 24th November no meeting in December, dates for the
New Year will be published later. New members are most welcome.
Members from the Club took part in a sponsored swim to raise funds for the Bells and achieved a
grand total of £400. Certificates were presented by Ray and Marjorie along with a goody bag and
medal at our Harvest Service and everyone enjoyed a family tea afterwards.
Future events:
Christingle Service on the 1st December at 3.30pm
Our Christmas Coffee Morning in the Church on 7th December come along and make new friends.
Tea and Chat on 11th December and 8th January to be held at Alan and Audries Home (5 Cornish
Close) from 2.30pm.
Is there anyone in the Village with an hour or two to spare to go on our Church Cleaning/Flowers
rota for further details call Pat on 892484 if you can help.
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Bells: Faculties have been received and work should commence on the restoration early 2014. A
new Bell is to be cast at the Whitechapel Foundry on the 22nd November this will replace the
redundant third Bell dated 1699 which is to be restored and re-hung as a single chime.
Judith & Pat
Churchwardens

HORSEHEATH PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting was held on Monday 11th November in the Village Hall. In attendance were the Parish
Clerk Bernard Yallop and our District Councillor Andrew Fraser.
County Council news
If anyone would like to be a Winter Maintenance Volunteer please let Roger Hickford or the Parish
Council know. The volunteer’s grit agreed footway routes of local parishes using a manual grit
spreader.
District Council news
A review on the location and distribution of polling stations in all polling areas is taking place to
improve the system. Horseheath’s broadband improvements are scheduled for June to
September
2013.
Further
information
is
available
on
the
website
www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk.
New Parish Councillor
We are pleased to welcome Anita de Klerk as a Parish Councillor filling the vacancy left by Dawn
Gouldstone. She has lived in Alington Terrace for about 14years and has kindly agreed to take on
responsibility for our footpaths.
King’s Stone and Winter gritting
No more news yet about these two items.
Speeding
We have been told that the speeding control measures outlined last month will be started in
December and finished within 3 months. We have agreed the extent of the work:
-

-

gated sign system at each of the six entrances to the village. These will have signs
indicating the 30mph speed limit, the name of the village and ‘Drive carefully’.
a give way to oncoming vehicles sign, kerbs and bollards near the Red Lion similar to the
system in Fulbourn, blocking one carriageway to slow vehicles coming off the A1307.
2 road pinching points on Haverhill Road with the road narrowed to a single carriageway down from Montfort House plus near the Howards Lane turning. It seems there is not
enough visibility to use a give-way system.
extend the footway at the T-junction of West Wickham Road and Haverhill Road. This will
force vehicles to stop at this junction prior to turning.

Speedwatch
This is the system operated by the County Council where villagers man a speeding camera.
Some years ago we had a team of 6 volunteers, which is the minimum and there is interest in
forming a new team. Please speak to Ninian Bickerton on 892062.
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Dogs
The dog fouling complaints seem to have risen recently and not a month goes by without more,
plus dogs killing chickens, worrying animals, harassing walkers and so on, all of which are either
illegal or socially unacceptable. There is a leaflet of Kennel Club information and advice
accompanying this issue.
Next meeting
The next meeting will be on Monday 13th January 2014 at 7.45pm in the Village Hall.
welcome.

All

Stuart Miller, Chairman
T: 893250
E: stuart@stuartmiller.co.uk

1ST HORSEHEATH BROWNIES
We have been very busy this term. As mentioned last time we enjoyed an international day at the
Jarman Centre in Newmarket and in the middle of November we had a great time at the
Pantomime themed Brownie Revels, oh yes we did. The girls made Cinderella masks, fairy
wands, planted spring bulbs whilst making a wish and played Panto Bingo too. They also had
some ‘audience participation’ with campfire singing at the end. There was also a surprise
presentation to Sophie of her Leadership Qualification. Congratulations Sophie!
Our plans for the Brownies Over 60’s Christmas Luncheon are well on their way with a violin solo,
a recorder duet and a trio dance troop to name but three items, it will all make for a fantastic
afternoon for our invited guests.
We hope to enrol Daisy, Sienna, Esther, Evie, Isabelle and Helena into the pack at the end of term
and we also welcomed Faye a Brownie form Hertfordshire who has just joined us.
From January we will be working on our Big Brownie Birthday Challenge and looking forward to
our annual Brownie Holiday too.
If you would like to put your daughter on our waiting list you will need to register at
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested but if you would like more information on what we do then
please drop Sophie and I an email.
PAULINE and SOPHIE
E: brownies@horseheath.info

A604 CLUB
At the beginning of November we had an invitation to Linton Village College Coffee Morning with
Carols, this is an annual event and a very enjoyable occasion with the students serving the
refreshments and handing round home-made mince pies and organising a huge raffle.
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On 9th November we enjoyed ‘Chippys’ Fish and Chips with Don making all the desserts – apple
pie, blackberry and apple pie and treacle tart, very good they were too.
Peter Jackson from Scotsdales came to the Club on Wednesday 20th November, and talked about
winter flowering plants and shrubs, he also sold them at the end of the meeting.
On Sunday 1st December we have been invited to the Brownies Christmas Luncheon, which the
members always look forward to attending. On Wednesday 4th December we will be having our
Christmas Lunch at The Bell, Balsham; we will be joined, again, by friends from the village.
Our last meeting of 2013 is on 11th December and will be our Christmas Party. We return after
the snow, hopefully, on Wednesday 29th January 2014.
I am pleased to announce that we have a new member joining the Club, they were made very
welcome.
If anyone over the age of 50 would like to join, please get it touch with Mary 01223 891025 or Don
01223 893428.
The Club would like to wish all our old and new members a very Merry Christmas and a happy
New Year.
CHRISTINE
Secretary/Treasurer

HORSEHEATH VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Since our last post the Village Hall has been a hive of activity.
I am very pleased to say our Autumnal Tuscan Supper was a rip-roaring success... hard work, but
successful!! Ticket sales, raffle and bar included, we turned a profit of just over £400 – well worth
the effort, I’d say!! I would like to make the point of saying a huge thank you to Pauline Newman,
Paul Cook, Suzie Orwell, David Luckham, John Morgan and Chloe Mattick – each of whom played
an enormous part in the success of the evening (and in the clearing up and washing up at the end
of the night!!). The feedback from the 41 guests who attended was wonderful – all we have to do
now is think of something to follow it up with!!
At the end of the month we are hosting our second Christmas Market – as before there will be
mince pies, mulled wine and plenty of stalls to pick up those special Christmas gifts... Come
along, join us and enjoy the beginning of the festive season!
And that will be that for the Village Hall as far as 2013 is concerned; however, being the
conscientious (...?), well organised (...??), forward thinking (...??!!) committee we are, we have
planned our 2014 calendar well in advance – so here is a preview of what you have to look
forward to next year...
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January 25th
March 14th
April
June
September
November 1st
November 29th

2014
Burns Night Celebrations
Quiz
AGM (date tbc)
Barn Dance (date tbc)
Supper Night – theme: tba
Children’s Halloween Disco
2014: Christmas Market

Never let it be said that we let the grass grow under our feet!
So, if you find yourself at a loose end in 2014, why not join our small but beautiful village hall
committee – we get up to lots (and occasionally find ourselves having lunch at the Red Lion, but
don’t let on!) If you fancy getting involved please get in touch!
And now...It may be a little early, but from all on the Village Hall Committee please let me be the
first wish you a very merry Christmas and a wonderful new year!!
100 Club Winners
September:
October:
November:

Pauline Newman, Horseheath
Peter Fairey, Horseheath
Jean Brown, Horseheath

£30.00
£30.00
£30.00

Adrienne Powell, Chair HVCA
E: villagehall@Horseheath.info
T: 01223 891691

CASTLE CAMPS C OF E (VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL
www.castlecampsschool.co.uk
I am delighted to introduce myself as the new Headteacher of Castle Camps C. of E. (VC) Primary
School. I consider it a privilege to have been appointed to the post and I am thoroughly enjoying
the challenges this new role presents. I very much look forward to working closely with the local
community in the future and hope you will take the opportunity to visit the school at some of our
forthcoming events.
I believe that Castle Camps Primary School has many strengths and enormous potential. I am
excited by the prospect of leading it through its next phase of development and feel positive about
the years ahead. Before taking up post, I was very fortunate in being able to spend time at the
school to ensure a smooth transition. Mr Sheehan was particularly supportive and spent many
weeks here over the summer to make sure the school was ready for the new term. We all wish
him a very happy and restful retirement.
There have been a number of changes to the staff team this term. I am delighted to welcome Miss
Lucy Smith, who is teaching Class 1 and Mr John Cavendish, who is covering Class 5. Mrs Kerry
Cross is our new School Caterer and the school meals have been extremely well-received by the
all children. A recent taster session for parents was very popular and our parents enjoyed
sampling items from the new menus.
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The children at Castle Camps benefit from an exciting and stimulating curriculum. This term,
topics have included ‘Castles’, ‘The Romans’ and ‘The Vikings’. Lessons have been enriched by a
number of school trips, workshops and themed days. Class 4 had an excellent day at Ely
Cathedral and have produced some beautiful art work and writing linked to the visit. On Thursday
21st and Friday 22nd November, we are looking forward to a whole school art workshop run by Art
Solutions. During this time, the children will be producing 3-D art linked to the theme of ‘God’s
Creation’. The finished art will be displayed in the main entrance and school hall.
The Friends (FOCCS) have continued to make an excellent contribution to our school and recent
events have included a highly successful Heroes and Villains Disco and Bingo Night. FOCCS will
also be holding a Christmas Fayre on Friday 29th November between 3.30pm – 6pm. We hope
the local community will be able to attend. Money raised by FOCCS has gone towards funding our
Art days and a complete scheme of Guided Reading books. As always, we are extremely grateful
for all their hard work to make these projects possible. For a small school, the amount of money
raised has been outstanding.
On Wednesday 13th November, we received notification that our school would be inspected by
OFSTED. During the two-day visit, the inspector observed lessons and interviewed children, staff
and Governors. Our inspector, Sue Thomas-Pounce, was extremely impressed by how the school
is moving forward. Her judgements are currently being confirmed by SERCO and the full report
will be published on the school website in approximately three weeks. As you will be aware, the
new OFSTED Framework is extremely challenging and judgements are based on the school’s
performance over the last three years. The report will celebrate our achievements as well as
setting us targets for continued improvement.
The relationships between the school, families and local community are fundamental to us
achieving success. Working together, we can ensure that students enjoy their time at Castle
Camps, make good progress and leave us as responsible, well-qualified, mature young people,
ready for the next stage of their education.
I look forward to closely with you in the future.
Miss Alexandra O’Connor
Headteacher

ATTENTION: ASPIRING ARTISTS
Would you be interested in learning all the really basic things needed to enable you to begin
painting beautiful watercolour pictures? Then a short Watercolour Painting for Beginners
Course, planned to begin in early February 2014, may be the right place for you. The course will
run once a week for six weeks on a weekday morning – day to be advised – from 10am to 1pm at
Horseheath Village Hall. Designed for complete beginners, or for those who have attended a
painting course before, but been disappointed because they were expected to know the basics
already, the Course will be led by an experienced tutor, and group size will be limited so that
students can benefit from individual attention.
If you would like further details, please contact:
Course Tutor Susan Mackenzie on 01223 891521 or by email at sjhmac2@yahoo.co.uk.
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FRIENDS OF THE ROMAN ROAD AND FLEAM DYKE
Did you know that large sections of the Roman Road and Fleam Dyke are Schedules Monuments
of great historical and archaeological interest, as well as Sites of Special Scientific Interest, well
known for their chalk grassland flora and fauna.
The Friends of the Roman Road and Fleam Dyke was set up in April 2001 to help raise money to
protect and extend the best wildlife areas on the two sites, as well as to raise awareness amongst
local communities. Much more information can be obtained from their website http://frrfd.org.uk.
On 10 May 2013 the Friends joined Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FRRRD. You do not
need a Facebook account to visit the site to look at the many photos of the flora and fauna on the
Roman Road and Fleam Dyke, but in order to post comments or photos you will need an account.
The most popular sections on the Roman Road are between Mount Farm, just west of the A11,
and Wandlebury Country Park, and at a weekend in fine weather they can get quite busy with
joggers, cyclists and walkers. However, walks on the Road from Horseheath to Mark’s Grave,
which also marks the boundary between Horseheath and West Wickham, and beyond can be very
rewarding too. On 21 August three Clouded Yellow Butterflies were seen on the Road between
Hildersham and Worsted Lodge, just east of the A11. The Clouded Yellow, like the Painted Lady,
is a somewhat unpredictable migrant to Britain.
In recent years a small colony of Chalkhill Blue Butterflies has established itself on the southern
side of the Road not far from Mount Farm. While it cannot compete with the magnificent number
of 335 recorded on Fleam Dyke at the beginning of August, a dozen was records on the Road on 8
August.
Residents of South East Cambridgeshire are very fortunate to have such an ancient monument
right on their doorstep.

POPPY APPEAL 2013
On behalf of the Royal British Legion and ourselves we would like to thank everyone for
contributing so generously to the Poppy Appeal. The sum of £470 was raised. This money will
help the Royal British Legion carry on the work in so many different ways.
We would also like to thank Mrs Mayes for her invaluable help in collecting in Horseheath.
We would also like it to be known that we have resigned as Poppy Appeal Organisers with effect
from the end of the 2013 Appeal.
JOHN and DAWN GOULDSTONE
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NEWS FROM CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE
It is the time of year when we’re enjoying a tipple with friends, cooking heaps of delicious
food and decking the halls.
The fire service has these messages to make sure your festive cheer doesn’t go up in
smoke:
·
·
·
·

Kitchens are a fire hotspot, so take care while cooking your Christmas dinner.
Never leave cooking unattended and turn off appliances when not in use.
Switch off fairy lights and unplug them before you go to bed or leave the house.
Make sure they confirm to the British Standard and never overload plug sockets.
Be careful when drinking alcohol while smoking or cooking.
Finally, make sure you have a working smoke alarm which is correctly fitted and
works. And NEVER take the batteries out to power presents!

Like our fan page on Facebook: www.facebook.com/cambsfrs, follow us on Twitter
@cambsfrs.
To find out if you are eligible for a free home fire safety check, call 0800 917 9994.

WEST WICKHAM AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
West Wickham and District Gardening Club were pleased to welcome Dr Catherine Horwood
Barwise on Monday 18th November to talk to us on Women Gardeners from 1600s to the present
day. Catherine writes on the History of Gardening and is a Suffolk County Volunteer for the
National Gardens Scheme.
This year she will open her own garden in Clare for the NGS and has kindly agreed that the Club
can visit on the evening of 28th July. This is one of our summer evening visits, the other is to
Pavilion House in Dullingham on 23rd June. This year we also plan to visit Kew Gardens as our
main Club Coach Outing.
The Christmas meeting will be on 16th December with a Gardener's Question Time panel,
consisting of Kevin Marsh from Beeches Nursery, Hilary Thomas a former lecturer at Capel Manor
College and our own professional gardener Sue Kiddy. The Raffle for £25 and £15 Beeches
vouchers will be drawn and we will all enjoy a glass of wine and mince pies.
If you are interested in joining us on our visits and talks, why not come to West Wickham Village
Hall on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7.30pm where you will receive a warm welcome. Our
subscriptions are £6 individual membership and £10 for family -this entitles you to up to 50%
discount on seed orders from Mr. Fothergills. Ring me if you need any further information.
ROSEMARY YALLOP
Tel: 01799 584262
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ARCHITECTURAL
DRAWINGS
FOR

PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATION APPLICATIONS
NEW PROPERTIES, EXTENSIONS, LOFT CONVERSIONS
ETC
CONTACT US now to arrange a FREE on-site meeting at your
convenience to discuss your project.
ELY DESIGN GROUP
‘Architecture By Professionals’

A J PEST CONTROL
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Commercial, Domestic & Agricultural Pest Control
Wasps
Hornets
Flies
Bird Control Mice & Rats
Squirrels
Rabbits
Fleas
Bed Bugs
Ants
Cockroaches, etc

Andrew Gillings
01223 914004 or 07855 478824
www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk
andrewgillings28@btinternet.com
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M D Groundworks
& General Building
Maintenance
• Driveways • Block Paving •
• Shed Bases • Conservatories •
•Patios • All Drainage • Extensions
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Window Cleaning Services
Mark and Ray of KLEEN Windows are
currently in your area. If you would like
a free quotation, please phone us for
a friendly and reliable service

KLEEN
Tree View, 14 Hanchett End
Haverhill CB9 7GE
Tel: 01440 707276 or
07981 079183
Window Cleaning – Gutters – PVC frames
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VILLAGE DIARY
November

29
30

Friends of Castle Camps School Christmas Fayre 3.30-6pm
Horseheath Christmas Market

December

1

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman and Mrs Pearson
Brownies Over 60’s Christmas Luncheon – invitation only
Christingle Service, 3.30pm
Black bin collection
Christmas Coffee Morning, Horseheath Church
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon and Mrs Gouldstone
Holy Eucharist, 9.30am
Green and Blue bin collection
Tea and Chat, at the Bishops
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mizon and Mrs Gouldstone
Black Bin Collection
CHRISTMAS – CONGREGATION
Green and Blue bin collection
Carol Service, 6pm
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes
Black bin collection

2
7
8
9
11
15
16
22
23
24
29
30

19
20
25
26
27
29

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes
Holy Eucharist, 10am
Green and Blue bin collection
Tea and Chat, at the Bishops
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith and Mrs Jolley
Holy Eucharist, 9.30am
Black bin collection
Parish Council Meeting
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith and Mrs Jolley
Green and Blue bin collection
Burns Night
Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller and Mrs Harrison
Black bin collection
A604 Meeting

February

2

Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller and Mrs Harrison

March

14

Quiz Night

January

5
6
8
12
13

April

Horseheath Village Community Association AGM

June

Barn Dance

September

Themed Supper night

November

1
29

Children’s Halloween Disco
Christmas Market
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